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God. Willi our Anglican ehiireli, as dislincT from the Greek nn({

Roman communions, the design of the Ordinance is to r(wiv(^

the early impressions of religion in the heart, to ^tir up tlu^

wills and strengthen the resolutions to live a godly life, and to

send forth tlu; young soldier of the cross fully armed for the

strife with sin in this evil world. Do not then imnc:ine that

hecaus(^ you deeline to come forward, you are at lib(>rty lo

disobey God's commandmon'.s and live as you like. Do not

imagine that by neglect of this Apostolic Institution you can

partake of the benefits of l^aptism without incurring its ol)li-

gations. Persevere- in disregarding these, and liapti^m can

have no other effect liian that of rising up in judgment against

you, and aggravating your final condemnation. Sail you must

over the stormy waters of life to a haven of rest or unrest for

eternity. As you are about ])eing biunehed iVom the shallow;^

of childhood into the depths of an unfathomable and treache-

rous ocean, shonld \o\\ not a1 such a critical time (earnestly

seek the wise and lovins: ijnidanc*" of the Church's master-

])uilders, and receive the parting licnison of the Church pro-

nounced by her chief olilcer,—of thai Church the very Spouse

of Christ, in whom dwells flis Spirit, who has fostered all

yonr past years and taught you from infancy all (iod's revealed

truths—should you not now dntifuUy se«'k h'M- sohMun bb^ssing

and thus begin with the best hope of future .inccess and safMy

your p(M-pIexing and jierilous voyage " from death lo life, from

woe to bliss?" ••
'

II. But now what arc the grounds on which Confirmation

rest?

a. First of all on the authority of Holy Scripture. In th<^

Acts of the Apostles (chap, viii) w^e have the following fact

recorded :—A large muuber of jKM'sons were converted to

Christianity in Samaria, by the })renching of S. Pliilij) \\\<y


