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daughters of our host, like true women of the for
est, offered no forebodings at the departure of 
the head of their household, but wished him, with 
cheerful looks, a pleasant voyage to the Gulf. 
The gulf port of Cedar Keys is but a few miles 
from the mouth of the Suwanee River. The 
railroad which terminates at Cedar Keys would, 
with its connection with other routes, carry the 
members of our party to their several homes.

The bright day animated our spirits, as we 
swept swiftly down the river. The party in the 
shad-boat, now called ” Adventurer,” rowed mer
rily on with song and laughter, while I made an 
attempt to examine more closely the character 
of the water-moccasin — the Trigono cephalus- 
piscivorus of Lacepede, — which I had more 
cause to fear than the alligators of the river. 
The water-moccasin is about two feet in length, 
and has a circumference of five or six inches. 
The tail possesses a horny point about half an 
inch in length, which is harmless, though the 
Crackers and negroes stoutly affirm that when 
it strikes a tree the tree withers and dies, and 
when it enters the flesh of a man he is poisoned 
unto death. The color of the reptile is a dirty 
brown. Never found far from water, it is com
mon in the swamps, and is the terror of the rice
field negroes. The bite of the water-moccasin 
is exceedingly venomous, and it is considered 
more poisonous than that of the rattlesnake, which
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