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inion. hala fallen off. I think àt the prenent
tim.a it in proceeding pretty we&i; but there
was a fallir.g-off for some Uime, and the
question wan what this falling-off in recruit-
ing was due ta. Now, honouoeable gentle-
men, I dio not thdnik it wui due to n
nhixrking, as a rule, or tea ny 'iack of loy-
aity ore of oeaddness on tbhe pazt of the
people to beur theair share of the risek and

* bUTrens Of .the Wair. I think it con
be put dowu ta other cause. First,
there in the exhaustion of the sources
of supply; the -number of young men
te be drawn irom has been very coni-
siderabiy diandn'iehed. When yoli take 400.-
000 men out of a population of 8,000,000
people, the supply of y4oung men la very
appreoiably dimin.islhed. AncoLber point 1.8
that some-et these men ouninot be, spared
in the places -where tihey are workinýg, for,
in making munitions -or in farming, they
may be ireally doing -as much ta bring tihe
war ta a successful end as if they had
donned khaki uniforme. Then, too, there is
th-i chiaracter ai the reports that came ta us
trom the scene ai actian. The Canadian
tioops have distingulnhed themselves an a
great many occasions, but haw much do we
know abaut it? Perhaps manths after a fight
han taken place we find that at Caurce-
lette or at Givenchy or at some other place
the CJanadians have distinguished them-
selves greatly; but has. any hanourable
genVieman seln any interesting and ini-
structive account af any oi these fights
within a reasonable time alter -the fl.ght han

* taken place P I can understand that it is
right and proper that anything which migh-t
convey useMu information ta the enemy
should flot be made public; but, alter the
fight in over, why should no>t aux people be
allowed ta know what their brothers and
-sons have been doingP Tihere is no doubt
that love ai glory and fume is a very ntrong
motive with the average man. These yaung
men who risk -their lives feel, and have a
perfect right ta feel, that if they distinguish
themoselves their friends at home -should be
informed af it. I think that stupi-dity on
the part ai the cennors is responnibla ta a
very great eltn foar tihe leissening af tihe
tide ai recruiting. It seems ta me that
things have been dane with very little
regard for the natural feelings ai the mon.
This han been .referred ta by one honourable
gentleman aiready.

Organizatians have been braken up. For
insta-pce, we had in Nova Scotia what was
called a Highland brigade. This brigade
consisted ai either four or fivo battalions, 1
have forgotten whiph. At any rate, if there
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were only four in the first brigade, there was
a ififth battalion which was intended ta make
Up the loases fram death and wounds. These
mon were recruited ini Nova Scotia by offi-
cers who were suppaeed tio be speaking with
authority, and who went around amonga
aur people and said: "'This is ta be a Nova
Scotian Highland brigade; they are ta go
ito action tagether; they are ta fight bn-
gether and livie tagether." That had a great-
del. ta do with the triumphant success ai
thre recruiting ai tiretbrigade. The late Qov-
ornor General ýreviewed them ini Sep-
tomber at Aldershot, and he said that they
were the finent body ai mon that he had
reviewed. These men went lover ta the aid
country, and they had hardly got there
when they were broken up; tire 85th, the
backbane oi the brigade, waa sent on ahead,
land the lothers have gone na one knowe
where. You can understand th.a diiaappoint-
ment amongst bath the mon tiremnelvon and
tiroir friends in the province. It would be
difficuit ta go into Pictou,'or Antiganlh or
any other caunty and recruit owing ta the
disappointment ai tire people.

What I think reaily the mont effective
cause ai the slackness in recruiting is the
delay which han taken place in getting men
ta thre front. I junt mçntian this 85th bat-
ta lion an an illustration. They began to organ-
ize in Au«uet, 1915. In October, 1915, tire bat-
talion was practically completod and the
men were ready ta g£ aimant any time aiter
Gotober. When it came ta March thre men
were ail keen to go, and disliked very .muclh
being kept back. That battalian did not
leave Nova Scatia until Octabor, 19.16. They
might have been oight months at the front
before they were sent. Thre young men whol
enlist for the war do nat eniliet for tire pur-
poselo aiending month alter montir driiiing
in Canada. TIhey çwant ta get ta the iront
and do something, and the minfortune han
been that'they have not had the chance. I
rthmnk i thre honourabie, the leader ai the
Government vsill spoed Up his coileagues in,
nending the men secrons ire wiii probably
promote the cause of recruiting end rendi.,r
National Service quite unneceeary.

There is junt one more*matter which doti
not imprens me very favourably, and that
is the proponal ta celebrate tire fiftieth an-
niversary ai the foundatian ai the Domin-
ion. It neems to\ me, honourabie gentle-
men, that a Lime like thia, wiren tire coun-
try is engsged in what one might eall a
life-and-deatir struggie, when -aur young
'men -are being killed or wounded or mabde
prisonors on the other aide ai thre Atlantic,
is a. singularly inapprapriate time ta undsr-
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