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people of Canada, other than the Inuit people of the Northwest
Territories, took part was through their elected representatives,
the Government of Canada and their member of Parliament.

That is the process that has been used. I guess it is called the
British parliamentary system where you elect your member of
Parliament and he or she acts on your behalf.

In the aboriginal people’s case an organization was appointed.
I am sure all aboriginal groups across the country have an
organization, which is negotiating on their behalf and they in
turn have to ratify whatever is negotiated.

The people of Canada or people of a certain region, such as the
people of British Columbia, will be represented by their elected
representatives, whether it is the member of the provincial
legislature or the member of Parliament for that particular
region.

I wonder if the hon. member might care to expand a little more
on how the information should be disseminated to the public at
large about the British Columbia Treaty Commission so that the
people of British Columbia because they feel involved in it will
feel they have a role to play in the whole process.
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Mr. Dromisky: Mr. Speaker, I have already given some
information regarding process. As many strategies as possible
must be created to inform the public. It may be costly. It may be
time consuming. It may be consuming in terms of human
resources and so forth, but it is absolutely essential for develop-
ing the proper mental state, perceptions and so forth that as
much information be given to all members of the adjacent
community as well as the First Nations people.

I am sure that in the hon. member’s communities as well as in
a great number of communities with all the modern technology
we have, with the creative individuals who exist in each commu-
nity, we could come up with a multitude of very effective
information giving and information sharing strategies.

Ms. Judy Bethel (Edmonton East, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I
support Bill C-107, the British Columbia Treaty Commission.

As many members are aware, the process of treaty making in
British Columbia includes important third party consultations.
In July 1993 the federal and provincial governments announced
the establishment of the Treaty Negotiation Advisory Commit-
tee, TNAC. This is a 31 member organization that is divided into
four sectoral advisory groups dealing with lands and forests,
wildlife, fisheries and governance.

Each sectoral committee has completed interest papers which
give an overview of the impact of treaties on their economic
resource used and regulatory requirements. There have been
several common interests identified. These include the need for
certainty in treaty settlement, assured access to land base, fair

and affordable agreements and avoiding impact on the existing
employment base in smaller communities.

TNAC members ensure that the interests and expertise of
major industries, business, labour, environment and outdoor
recreation groups and local governments are understood and are
taken into consideration in treaty negotiations.

TNAC advises governments on broad province-wide con-
cerns and provides a forum for the provision of detailed in-
formation for discussion.

The process aspect of treaty negotiations has also received
considerable attention from TNAC members and their demands
for a more—

The Speaker: Colleague, of course you have just started your
remarks. You will have the floor immediately when we come
back to the debate.

It being 2 p.m., we will now go to Statements by Members.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
[English]

QUEBEC REFERENDUM

Ms. Beth Phinney (Hamilton Mountain, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the residents of Hamilton Mountain are very concerned about
the referendum campaign in Quebec.

In countless conversations with my constituents many have
expressed a strong desire to see Canada remain united. They
want Quebecers to remain within Canada so that they do not lose
the benefits of belonging to one of the world’s most prosperous
and successful countries. We want them as members of the
Canadian family to enjoy all the privileges that entails.

As a united country, we have managed to build a prosperous
and progressive society. Both Canada and Quebec are better off
united.

On behalf of the residents of Hamilton Mountain, I would like
to appeal to Quebecers to choose Canada and vote no on October
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MANITOBA

Mr. Jake E. Hoeppner (Lisgar—Marquette, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, it is a pleasure to rise in the House to pay tribute to
Manitoba’s 125th anniversary.

Over the past year, all Manitobans have celebrated the history
of this great province and its place within Canada. All over the
province, communities large and small have been holding
events and gatherings focusing on Manitoba’s 125th birthday.



