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question was put and the vote was called at 9.45 p.m. The
Standing Order of the House of Commons says that there is to
be a 15 minute bell. We have now gone almost a half hour past
that time, and I think the question should be put forthwith.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!
Some Hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Madam Speaker: I appreciate the Hon. Member’s remarks,
but I want to remind Hon. Members that if I could not take
the vote during the bell incident I cannot take it now.

Some Hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Madam Speaker: During the bell incident I waited until the
Whips were in their seats and signalled to me that I could take
the vote. I am still waiting for that.

[Translation)

Hon. Yvon Pinard (President of the Privy Council):
Madam Speaker, you will recall that, not too long ago, the
Progressive Conservative Party decided, when the bells were
supposed to ring—

Madam Speaker, I do not want to raise my voice because I
have a sore throat, and if I am not allowed to speak, I shall
take my time. You will recall that, not too long ago, when the
bells were supposed to ring only for about 15 minutes, the
Progressive Conservative Party decided to retire to another
floor of this building and hold a caucus to decide how you
should apply the rules. This evening, we did not have a caucus,
neither on the third floor nor on the fourth floor, and we are
here, but it is a long-standing practice that the Whip must take
his seat before we can—

I thank the Hon. Members opposite. I never thought I was
so popular, Madam Speaker, but we would certainly not want
to delay the vote unduly, and if the members opposite would
simply give me enough time to reply to the point of order
raised by the Hon. Member for Nepean-Carleton (Mr. Baker),
I believe that this would speed up the process and we could
proceed with the vote within a reasonable period. The point I
was making, Madam Speaker, is that we have a tradition with
which you are familiar according to which the bells ring for
about 15 minutes. The bells have now stopped ringing and I
believe that the rules have therefore been complied with. The
other tradition is that before proceeding with the vote, even if
the bells are no longer ringing, the whips of both parties must
take their seat. However, I note that the Whip of the Progres-
sive Conservative Party is still standing, Madam Speaker—

An Hon. Member: He has just sat down!
Mr. Pinard: Since the whip of the Progressive Conservative

Party has just sat down, Madam Speaker, I shall ask our own
whip to do the same, and we are ready for the vote to be taken.

Supplementary Borrowing Authority

The House divided on the motion (Mr. Lalonde), which was
agreed to on the following division.
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