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* (3:50 p.m.)

Mr. Speaker: I declare the motion carried.
[Mr. Speaker.]

Mr. McIn±osh: Mr. Speaker, I announced in
the house yesterday those reasons which pre-
vented my voting either for or against this
motion.

Mr. Herridge: I was paired with all those
Canadians who are very worried about the
effects of an immediate dissolution of
parliament.

Some hon. Members: Shame.

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE ACT
MEASURE TO BROADEN COVERAGE

The house resumed from Friday, February
16, consideration of the motion of Mr. Mac-
Eachen [for Mr. Nicholson] for the second
reading of Bill No. C-197, to amend the
Unemployment Insurance Act.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. When this item
was last being considered the hon. member
for Compton-Frontenac (Mr. Latulippe) had
the floor.

[Translation]
Mr. Latulippe: Mr. Speaker, I had com-

pleted my remarks.

[English]
Mr. Arnold Peters (Timiskaming): Mr.

Speaker, after what has happened in the last
few days our discussion on Bill C-197 will
bring about a change of pace. Nevertheless,
the subject matter of this bill is of tremen-
dous interest to those seeking to collect unem-
ployment insurance benefits.

This bill seeks to increase insurance
benefits. At the same time many in this coun-
try think that some problem areas in connec-
tion with employment and unemployment
insurance need correcting. For instance, in
my area-and I understand that this is so in
many other areas-many unemployment
insurance offices have closed. They have
moved to larger centres and in those centres,
with the help of computers and so on, many
individual unemployment insurance commis-
sion services have been amalgamated. The
result is that in my area there is no qualified
staff to help applicants file claims for unem-
ployment insurance benefits. Also, there is no
one to help with appeals, which have to be
conducted at arms length with offices that are
many hundreds of miles away. The depart-
ment says that this is temporary, and that the
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