
970 HOUSE OF COMMONS
Supply-Atomic Energy Control Board

to set aside the provisions of section 3 of an act Minister o! Trade and Commerce has referred,
of this parliament, namely the Atomic Energy I think the government should have brought
Control Act. in a bil to amend that act, rather than do

Mr. Howe: What provision? Does my hon. it in this way.
friend know? One cf the reasans that I taek the extra

minutes I did in the opening part cf my
Mr. Knowles: As a matter of fact, I do not remarks in order ta speil eut my commenda-

know what that section says. I have a great tien of the gavernment with respect ta what
many books under my desk but I do not it 15 deing i the field cf atomic energy was
happen to have that one. Whatever that ta make it clear that I am not crîtical of
provision is, I submit that this is not the way tint phase cf the matter. Without qualifica-
to change even a minor provision in an act. tion I commend the gevernment for what it
It looks as though that is just about the only- is doing in giving aid i pushîng develap-

Mr. Macdonnell (Greenwood): Here is the ment in this field. If I am critical at ail, it
act. is net cf the Minister cf Trade and Cm-

An hon. Member: Your parliamentary merce-he can sit back in bis chair-but it
assistant! is cf the Minister of Finance for changinglegisiation in this way, by means of a dollar

Mr. Knowles: Thanks to my parliamentary item, instead of doing it i the proper way.
assistant, I now have the act before me. I
did not see who it was who handed it to Mr. Abbo±t: As I said before, my hon. friend
me- wuld have made a god lawyer; but in this

case hie is completely off. If there is ever
Mr. Macdonnell (Greenwood): It is the first a justification fer a dollar item-and there

time I was ever able to help you. are plenty cf them, and the Auditer General

Mr. Knowles: I thank the hon. member wculd be the first to recognize it-this is the
for Greenwood. I felt that tall presence case. The Atomic Energy Contrel Act
behind me and I thought it was the hon. mem- autherizes the setting up of crown corpera-
ber for Winnipeg North. At any rate, I can tiens te handie certain of these operations.
now tell the minister that section 3 of the As the Minister cf Trade and Cemmerce bas
Atomic Energy Control Act reads as follows: already said, these valuable assets bave been

(1) There is hereby constituted a body corporate paid fer eut cf moneys veted by parliament.
to be called the Atomic Energy Control Board for The enly purpese cf this item in the
the purposes hereinafter set out and with powers apprepriations is te autherize the transfer of
exercisable by it only as an agent of His Majesty. this asset frcm crown accounting-and they

(2) the board may on behalf of His Majesty
contract in the narne of His Majesty and property are net carried on anytbing but the bocks-
acquired by the board is the property of His t this crewn corporation wbich the Atomic
Majesty and shall be vested in the narne of His Energy Contrel Act specificahly prevides may
Majesty except shares in the capital stock of a
company which shall be vested in the narne of the be set up. This is a statute, cf course. But
board in trust for His Majesty. if My hon. friend will go back to wbat the

Auditor General said about dollar items I
Before the Minister of Trade and Com- am sure he will find that thîs sort cf

merce asks me what that means, may I say autherization here is net the kind cf tbing
to him that whatever it means, the govern- wbîch the Auditer General teck exception
ment is asking us to set it aside by the terms te Mmd you, with all due respect te bim, the
of this item 656. May I point out that the Auditer General dees net make the law in
item is for the amount of $1. Obviously the these matters, and bis opinion, while it h
Minister of Finance did not bring that item entitled te great respect, is the opinion cf
before us in order to get $1 out of this parlia- enly one man. But I make the assertien here
ment. He could pay the dollar himself if that this item is a perfectly proper item; that
that was all that was involved. The dollar it is proper that it sbeuld be down as a dollar,
item is there for a legislative purpose. which is the traditional metbod, because the
recognize the fact that there are many assets here are not carried as an active asset
precedents for this sort of thing; but as I on cur bocks. If my hon. friend wants my
have already pointed out, many of those legal opinion, for what it is wort,-
precedents-in fact, most of them of this
type-have been criticized as bad practice Mr. Knowles: The amount cf this vote is
by the Auditor General. I do not think that one dollar.
a precedent that has been criticized by the Mr. Abbot: -agan I say it is a perfectly
Auditor General should be followed in this
instance. If it was necessary to amend the preper and appropriate transaction. If tbere
Atomic Energy Control Act, with particular were any question cf relevance in the matter,
reference to section 3 thereof, in order to it is even more advisable than the Polymer
pursue the new developments to which the item, which preceded it.

[Mr. Knawles.J


