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for flic expenditure of rnoney for that pur-
pose. If simply says that the comrnittee be
instructed "f0 investigate and report on the
establishment of a sysfern of insurance against
unemploymênt," et cetera, which would neces-
sarily be of a confributory character, because
insurance invuives the principie of a bene-
flciary contributing partially or entirely f0 the
benefits lie receives. The main idea, of this
and sirnilar resolutions which are of a practical
character is educational. As the bon . member
who introduced this resolution very wisely
said, if took us twenty years of cornrittc
work to get the old age pension scherne
brouglit f0 a head. I hope if will not take
us 50 long f0 bring sorne phases of this ques-
tion f0 a head, but certainly ]et us get it f0

a cornriffee, where we tan get the facfs and
the evidence f0 enabie us f0 deai more
tboroughly with flie situation on a lafer
occasion. If I might use the word, I would
alrnost say fliat those who bave the interests
of labour at beart should indulg-e in a liffle
rnild propaganda, and I think we could
" propagand," f0 coini a word, without infring-ing
on truf h and veracity as is su off en donc by
those who plead for special interests in this
Bouse.

Mr. F. W. GERSHAW (Medicine Bat): I
iisfened very carefully f0 flic speech of the
hon. member who infroduced this resolution
(Mr. Heaps), and I agree with practically al
that hoe said. 1 do not wish f0 stress this
problern for sentimental roasoos; if will easily
stand on ifs own footing from a practicai and
businesslike standpoint. 1 arn not at al
afraid of having fou rnuch social legisiation
on the statut e books as frorn my knowledge of
affairs I believe that is a very remot e danger
,ndced.

Sorneone has mentioned the question of cost
in connection with this proposai. 1 arn sure
that we will ail agree, having in mind the
accomplishrnenfs of the Great war, that the
people of Canada can accomplish a great deal
if the necessify is urgent and is impressed up-
on tliem f0 a sufficient extent. Most of the
provinces bave w-orkmen's compensation
boards, the airn of whicb is Vo put a man
who bas been injured as nearly as is humaniy
possible into the position in which he was
before the accident. Bis salary, iimited it
is true, wiii continue and lis hospitai and
medical attention wiil be provided. If there
is any permanent disability, that is estimated
and provided for. Therefore, as regards
accidents I think the people are fairiy well
provided for by the various workmoer's corn-

[Mr. Nefll.]

pensation acts. This resolution, bowever,
suggests dealing with cases of unemployrnent,
sickness and invaiidity, and I arn convinced
that misfortunes of that kind are flot ampiy
provided for.

We have, it is true, various forrns of in-
surance. The insurance companies in Can-
ada have done a great service to our people.
To get insurance, though, we require con-
siderable capital f0 start with and a good
deal of money to keep up the premiums, and
many people in Canada to-day find it bard
enough f0 get a]ong and provide their families
and themselves with fthc ordinary necessities
of life, so that quite often they have flot a
surplus f0 invest in insurance, aithougli sncb
an investment brings good resuits. We also
have the Canadian goirernment annuities, and
I arn only sorry that the advantages of those
annuities do flot appeal more Vo the people
generaldy. I believe a system of advertising
shouid be undertaken, and I iinderstand the
minister has sornething of the kind in mind.
But instead of putting up posters in post
offices and other prominent places, the depart-
ment should mail a short letter or pamphlet
f0 the head of each family, s0 that he or she
may read it over carefui]y at home and see
just what the benefits of an annuity would be.
The annuities which we have are truly very
costly. They are supposed f0 be flg-ured ouf
on a 4 per cent hasis in accordance with
rnortality statistics provided by the British
offices. Those statisties were compiled a long
time ago, and I believe somewhat better ternis
might be given in connection wjth those an-
nuities, because we must rernember that wben
an annuity is taken out, if the annuitant dies
the principal sumn is lost, so that the returns
paid quarterly or half-yearly sbouid amount Vo,
a liff le more than inferest on the principal
sum, and at the present tirne they do flot
amount f0 much more than that.

1 believe if sorne systPrn could bc worked
ouf as is suggested in the resolution, rnanv
people would flot be hurniliated by baving- tu
accepf charity. No one wisbes to accept
charity, and if at the tirne fhey were able f0
afford f0 pay a srnall prerniurn f0 profeet
thernselves againsf fthc calarnity of unemploy-
ment or sickness or invalidit y wbich cornes
on through nu fault of their own, thaýt would
be a greaf advanfage.

In con-nection wif h our oid age pension
scheme, I arn sure we are ail in favour of
a contributory scheme, and a seheme of the
kind proposed by the hon. member would be
a contributory scheme. It would ailow us to


