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Mr. ROBE'RT FORKE (Brandon): I said
nearly aid that I can. say on this question when
the 'bill was beféore t.he House for ite second
reading, and I rise now Iargaly for the pur-
pose of expresiig my views regarding certain
sentimnients tliat *ere voiced by the han. mem-
ber for Pontiac (Mr. Csahill). There are four
provinces in western Canada which wifi have
thetir eye on this debate, and I take tii op-
partunity to place rnyself on record on the
subjeWt. I want to givie credit to every ne.m-
ber in this House for sincerity in bis belief,
and I arn ready to thi:nk that everyone is
acting consoientiously according ta iwhsit he
conceivea to, be right. I have not been alto-
gethpr impressed by Vhose who have gone to
seripture to prove their case; I do not know
that tihis wiid get you anywhere. I believe
that the Scriptures are the 'proper place to go
Vo in order Vo get an idea regai'ding the gen-
eral conduct of life; 'but if you undertake ta
adjudge from scripture any indîvidual action
in everyday life, then I arn afraid you will be
jnvolved in great difficuities. 1 do not think
that anyone bas proved anything from these
quotations for the simple reason that we find
hon. members speaking on botb aides and
quotisg scripture ta prove their case, .putting
their own interpretatins upon it. If Tnem'bers
aTe icanscientiaus in tiheir opinions, it seerna
Vo -me a strange Vhing that any hon, gentle-
man shou'Id popose to, introduce some systemn
that would prevent others from endeavouring
Vo have such opinions carried into effeet. I
think other methods can be found than 'block-
ing the business of thie Rouse when members

try qegitimrbely to express their ideas of what
they consider proper in any given case.

On tis partiicular question, I have no heu-
tation in saying that r deplore the fact that
divorce is incressing in Canada. Sanie want
Vo tighten the law, considering it too lax. The
hon. snember for Soutaheast Grey (Miss Mac-
phail) this afternoon expressed the view thsAt
the evil might be rernedied if women were
put on the sanie economic baeis as men. I do
noV see the force of this contention. inasmuoh
as women to-day are occupying a statue more
on an equality with men than Vhey have ever
enjoyed before. And yet, thie fact notwith-
standing, divorce is rapiffly increaing. Per-
haps it is a tendency of the times. I noticed
the other day that a judge in Winnipeg miade
the statement that crime was on the increase.
Now. I want to speak guardedly because it
is so easy for one to be misunderstood. But
tihat judge expressed it s hie opinion that the

reason for tisi increase in crime
9 p.rn. was the fact that niothers spent

so muoh time reformning eociety
in public meetings and othee places
instiead of instructing tU -iT cjhildren at horne,
as they used to do in , aya gone by. I arn
only repeating the opinion -of this judge, and
there may be some truitJh in, thait respect. I
had an opportunity of speaking yesterday
afternoon at a meeting and I will repeat a
few sentences I used then. I 'have recently
rend a book by Harvey Robertson on "Mind
in the Making", in whîeh he points eut the
tremendous effedt which the firat few years cf
a childas training have on after life; and it
is possible thait a rernedy can be found for
some of the ilis that are affecting the body
politic at the presenht time if a littie more
care and attention were devoted to the educa-
ian of aur yaung people in the formuative

period of life, with a littIe lesa 'legisiation. As
I have said bef are, I think we are rsther
over-fond of legiéiaition; and we become im-
patient of its restraint as soon as we have
enacte'd it. If more attention were paid ta
the education of the young ipeople I think
greater good would resui-t that we are likely
ta secure from too, stringent legisiation. The
tondency of the time is towards greater
liberty. I do nat know exactly where we are
going, and as I have said before, I deplore
the faut that divorce is increasing. But as
bas been pointed out in this House, the evil
that causes any divorce bas existed long be-
fore the divorce is an accomaplished faot;
there must have been wrong living and.
wrangdaing that made it necessary.

I repeat that I wauild ask thase who oppose
divorce ta believe that rnsny of us who sup-


