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ies, that his department had negotiated
directly with the builders in England for
these vessels. You can imagine my sur-
prise when, during the present year, I wad
speaking with a ship-builder in England,
from whom I understood that the negotia
tions were made through a gentleman re-
siding in the city of Montreal, and that
five per cent commission was allowed on
the purchase of the vessel in England.
Now, that vessel I think cost about $300,
000, and $15,000 of a rake-off is going to
some one. That amount is exactl equal
te the excess of the tender for building the
ship in Collingwood. Now, it seems to me
that the reason the government purchased
that vessel in England was in order to give
a rake-off to sorme one, and there would be
no way by which we could find it out. When
this cornes up another year, I am gQing to
try to find it out. Perhaps, now that I
have mentioned the matter, the recipient
of the rake-off will pretend to refund the
morney. I shall bring it up again, because
there is no reason why the Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, or some of his offi-
cials. his deputy minister, or sone one
(lse, could not -o to England and negotiate
the purchase without emploving this man
in Montreal. Probably the Prime Minister
will say that this is only hearsay. Now.
I got it from a ship-builder, and he said
that it was all right, there was no reason
why the government should not pay a
commission. You would think that the
government were capable of going to Eng
land and negotiating the sale. Here is a
vessel, the ' Niobe,' costing over a million
dollars; if five per cent commission is paid
on the sale, it will make enough to en-
able some one to retire for the rest of bis
life. I would like to know whether that
has been done in this case, the same as it
has been done in tl case of other vessels
purchased by the Marine and Fisheries De-
partment for instance, in the case of the
notorious ' Aretie.' When that vessel was
purchased. evervbodsy knew, it was publia
property, that there was $10,000 in it for
some one. If there is going to be a rake-
off of five per cent on the purchase of al]
these vessels for the navy, some one will
get $150,000 in his pocket.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. My hon. friend
will be heart-broken, I am sure, when 1
tell him that there was no commission
whatever paid on the purchase of this ves-
sel.

Mr. J. D. REID. How do you know?
'Sir WILFRID LAURIER. I know it be-

cause there was a direct transaction be-
tween the Canadian government and the
British government, carried out by corre-
spondence, and in no other way, so that the i
suspicios of my bon. friend are altoge-
ther unfounded. There is a saying that to I
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the pure all things are pure. I cannot
apply that saying to my hon. friend, be-
cause he is always smelling scandals, he
is always suspecting some one of getting
commissions. I will tell him exactly how
the vessel was purchased. I will read the
order in council, which has already been'
placed before the House:

On a miemoranduim dated 3rd January, 1910,
from the Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
stating that he has had under consideration
the question of the purchase from the ad-
miralty of an additional cruiser for training
purposes in connection with the naval forces
of Canada.

The ininister observes that the tecliical
officers of the Departnent of Marine and
Fisheries recommsend that a ship of the
'Spartiate' class be obtainied. They submîit
that it will be necessary, until the now ships
for the Canadian navy are ready for use, to
provide a ,ship in which large numbers of
men cean be completely trained. The 'Spar-
tiate' class will net only afford the neans for
such training but will obviate the necessity
for having so large a proportion of skilled
ratings from the Royal navy on the manningof the new ships.

The minister further observes that in thesecircumstances he caused inquiries to be made
cf tise adîniraltv as te tlie terms on whîicila ship o the 'Spartiate' class ceuld Le h-tained, and lie is informed that subject to theapproval of the treasury departnent, the ad-niralty are prepared to sell the 'Niobe' to theCanadian government for a lump sum of£215,000 in efficient seagoing and fighting con-dition, including auns, torpedoes, ammuni.
tieo packages, outfit, and sea stores with-
cuit ceai.

The minister is advised that the ' Niobe ' wacoipleted at a cost of £600,0000, and that lierdimensions and equipment are as follows:
I have given them already.
The minister, concurring in the report of

tise technical officers of the Departmient of
M[arine and Fisheries recommends that au-
thcrity be given to purchase the 'Niobe' fromtIse Lord Comimi"sioners for a lump sun cf£215.000 subicet to the money being voted bparliament.

When that money is voted by parliament
it will go over to England by a cheque, the
vessel will cone over to Canada, and that
is ail there will be about if.

Mr. J. D. REID. The right hon. gentle-
man dees net prove Lis case. Ho s.ays hlm-
self that the Minister of Marine and Fish-
eries caused inquiries to be made. That is
exactly what he did in regard to the other
vessels that were purchased last year and
the year before, he caused inquiries to be
made. This gentleman from Montreal is
the man who makes the inquiries, he is
sent over to England and 'inquires from
the admiraltv. and ho tells the admiraity.
I nwi1l sell this vessel if you will pav
nm five per cent commission. Thc Prime
Minister knows well enough that at the
ine the English government were pur-


