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The Government have seen fit le thrown open
"bsotai sl lement the vast and fertile tracts of land

sonth of th»Onadian Pacifie Railway. The Government in
that irpget aCted wisely and well. The great mistake
eommitted wa that it ought never to have been withdrawn
from attual settlement, but should always have been left
open for homesteading and pre-emption. As I ý ail before,
I de uot propose to discuss the mnerits of these different
somplaints, butI propose to draw the attention of the House
Qpt tn attention of the Government te these complaints.
I pro.pfe. tortifying the position of the North-West Council
wieeI can fortify it, by the utterances of the supporters of
hon. gentlemen, and by the utterances of the organs
of hon. gentlemen opposite. Hon. gentlemen will find
that one of the grounde of complaint is the locking up
of the Mile Belt. I say it was a terrible mistake te have
left a reserve of two miles in width through that
e.eintry, from Brandon to the summit of the Rocky Moun,
tains. It was a mistake that ought never to have been
made. I sav that those who went there, the early pioneers
of the cogntry, were entitled to every advantage that would
result from a favourable location. 1 have not objected-I
never did object-to the Government availing themselves of
the location of town sites, and securing all the financial
benedta that can be secured from the location of those sites.
I think the Government were perfectly justified in so doing,
in respect of town sites, and securing the proceeds of the
sale of town lots; but when a reserve of 2 miles in width,
e*sediwg thpongh the whole of that territory, is made, I
sU twas au unwise and an injudicious reservation, and the

aim it was opencd up the better. I know that many
settiers went there-bona fide settlers went there-before
tuey Yere awarec of this reservation, and it is said-
I believe it is capable of proof, I am sorry te say-that some
of those settlers who went there, ignorant of those regula-
tions and of this reserve, either lost their lands, lost the

ogmen> they had made upon them, or were con-
1ed te pay a very high price, in order to secure the lands

they settled p good faith, and made improvements
upon in go faith. I say it is an unsatisfactory con-
dition of afairs, that the whole administration of the law in
the North-West for the last two years bas been of the most
urwi-factory chatiau-er. I copied a letter from a paper
published in the Olid Country, a communicat ion written fron
Canada and addressed te a Scottish newspaper, drawing the
attention of the people of the Mother Country to the mode
in whioh. they were treated there. The letter is important
ÎD this sense, that it is a parenty the expression of the
opiirions of a disinterested party, a settler'from Scotland,
who proposed making bis home in the North-West, and
does not appear to have been treated there with that con-
sideration he ought to have been treated. It is addressed
te the Alloa Advertiser, written to a friend, apj)arently :

"Sai,-l briefly drop you a few lines to warn your readers or their
friends against being taken over-much with the Manitoba fever. This
country has been much over-estimated and bspraised, sud when we con-
sider the manner in which emigrants are treated on the way, and left to
find out how much they have been deceived when struggling amidat
the mad of the North-West, they had botter bethink thesuelves in time
and stay at home.

" The- limate and sesons of Manitoba are enough to contend against
in farming there, and if to this we add the atones, bogs and endless
swamps-tbe beautifuil lakelets t f some of our penny-a-liner writers-it
will be found a country not quite a farmer's paradise. Then again, to
crown all, the contemptible treatment of settiers by the Government. L
was one of a party of five who went west as far as the Fort Ellice Trail,
over the Pipestone Creek, and though we saw nothing to induce one to
be in love with the country, sook up a section of land as equatters, so
as to have an undisputed claim, when the land office should open, to
enter it. On going to the front again, however, for the rest of our goods
-over a hundred mil, s listan t-we learned for the first time, that in our
absence among the mnd, snow, brush and swamps of this mighty coun-
try, fa: from civiliuation or any chance of getting news, oficiai or other-
wise, an order had been issued from Ottawa to give squatters no mercy
if found within a mile ora mile and a-half of any existing or projected
ianlway.»"
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Now, Si,, that is a letter Seut from the Dominion of Canada
to a cettish newspapr. Of cours9e it would have the
tendency, paMblihed in a 8eottiah newspaper, seriously to
affect the very clam of people that we Wish to aecure in the
country.

Mr. FERGUSON (Leeds andGrenviell). Name. What
name ?

Mr. CAMERON. I do not agree with all the statements
made by the correspondent. I think some of them are over-
drawn, but I think soma of them, on the other hand, espe-
cially with reference to the policy that has been pursued
last year, are absolutely correet. Now, Sir, such a letter
as that-

Mr. FERGUSON. Give us the nane of the writer.
Mr. CAMERON. le calculated to do very serious damage

to the country. I will read you still further what is said by
a Rev. Mr. Hay.

Mr. FERGUSON. I ask the hon. gentleman to give the
name of the writer of that letter in the Scottish newspaper.

Mr. CAMERON. The Rev. Mr. Hay is a Presbyterian
clergyman, who has been in the North-West, and I will also
read you a statement made by the Rev. Mr. Wright, I believe
a Methodist Minister. I do not know either ef them, but
they give their impressions of the effect of the policy of
making this reserve two miles from the boundaries of
Manitoba to the sumamit of the iocky Mountains. The Rev.
Mr. Hay says:

' Even abundance amid solitude is unendurable. Mr. Hay reports,
in the district ofwhich we are speaking, about ten settiers, that is ten
families, to the township, as the average number Very often it is much

less than this, and in not a few instances settlers. are sgparated many
miles from their nearest neighbours. The intervening lýnd, though it
wouid b. quickly sud gisdly taken up if only the «oved*mout hatf üot
forbidden it, is lying waste and vacant, either held by the GOoveinmnt
or by speculators who have, in a very few instanees, parcaJba4 ie at
auctions veero it has been offred for sale. No improvement cau
lookod for uider such circumutancea."l

Thon Mr. Wright eays:
"Next morning at ton o'clock we left for the weut. We pased Bran-

don, Broadview and Regina, intending to visit them, if possible, on our
return, and early next morning arrived at Moose Jaw. The country
through which we passed is, for th ' mopt part fertile, and neafly à1l more
or less fit for agricultural purposes. The Mile Beit reserve and other
restrictions on settlement tend to makq the Une of travel sonmewbat
dreary, and one fails to get a true idea of the progress the country ii
making. Only here aud there you see a settler's cabin in the distance,
with a patch of grain in its vicinity, or a few acres of newly-turned sod.
I conversed freely with men of aIl political stripes, but not one had a
word to say in favour of the land regulations of the Governmeut They
beliere the land policy is seriously retarding the settlement of the
country, and with singular unanimity they condemn it as unrighteons
and unpatriotic. With regard to Manitoba especialily, the sentiment is
fast ripnin~l conjie.on that the Province must ho allowed to
manag 9 =1èn n'n the asMe wsy as Ontario ud Quebe. And
why shoald thuf sott N»URg becomae a Pretince, why should provin-
ciar rie 1: emied. thes·? T vqpel thipyhw*teability sud honesty
enoug to manage their own 4 and that having attained their
manhood, they should no longei' tSàted as chiidren'

Now, Sir, this aU g@e&te ahow the very igjarious canse-
quences of the policy pursued b1y the hon. gentlemen
opposite with regard to làg rer'tàtfon. I recolect the
First Minister stated in th* Hase here that not a single
man ever lost his squatter's rights by reason of his having
settled upQn one of Zhse eseris. aere le apOrson, by the
naie of Mr. fivingstoa, who, wrdtes this ltter in the Win-
nipeg Sun ;

"' I see in yemr issue of to-4ay thatSir John Macdonald, in the debate
on the Address, denies that any baàdf. settler ha ever bean dispos-
sessed. This I am in a pesitioï to contrédiet, for after residing on and
cultivating my homestead for nearly ine year, and having improve-
ments to the amount ot $20M0 my land was sold by the Government,
and I have bae disposemssedi Huareda.of others can teil the same
sory.t
I do not doubt the truth of that statement. Mr. Livingaton
states, over his own name, that after settling upon a farm
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