
COMMONS DEBATES.
Although the two Governments do not pull together
in ail matters, still the Government of Ontario is
composed of practical men, and they might come into
some arrangement of this kind. At all evonts, a line to
connect with the Pacifie Railway at Lake Nipissing is of
great importance, and no doubt the Pacific Railway will
eventually be pu.shed up to Sault Ste. Marie. If it were, it
would lead to immense quantities of agricultural produce
being brought through this country, bacause there can be
no doubt that the agricultural produce of the North-West,
west of Duluth, will be brought down to Lake Superior.
Thence it will tome over our railway, if once extende1 to
Sauit Ste. Marie. I think this is a grant which will be
generally approved throughout Ontario.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew). As I understand the hon.
Minister of Railways, bis proposition i8 to give this aid to
the Northern and North-Western and Sault Ste. Marie
Railway Company. That company was incorporated in
1881, and in addition to the power given to build from
Gravenhurst to Callander Station, power was also given to
build from Callander Station to the Ottawa River, and I
may say that I look upon that part of the powers given to
this company, and upon that part of their lino, as being the
most important of the whole scheme. A roa»d about forty
miles in length, from Callander to Lake Teniscamingue,
would bring the whole extent of that lake, some seventy-five
or eighty miles of navigable water, within reach of railway
communication. I have been told, and I believe it is a
fact, that along the shores of Lake Temiscamingue, in
both Ontario and Quebec, there are large areas
of arable land, which is described as being a clay
loam, much of it bejng covered with heavy oak timber,
and aduiirably adapted for settlement. IL is a fact that the
few pipneers wbo have settlied along the shores of Lake
Tomiscamingue have raisel most excellent wheat. A mill
was erected thore a short time ago, under the auspices of
the Indian Department, I think, for the purpose of convert-
ing wheat into flour, and in consequence the settlers.along
the laàk bave gone into raising wheat. I am informod they
raise large quantities of wheat equal in quality to that
raised in other parts of Ontario and Quebec. I venture to
express the hope that my hon. friend the Minister of
iRailways, will, when ho has time to consider the matter,
take into consideration the question of granting to this
railway company a subsidy upon that portion of their line,
as well as upon the portion of the line between Gravenhurst
and Callander. I say that, in addition to the agricultural
capabilities of that locality, which would be developed by the
construction of this lino of the road, there are large areas of
magnificent timber territory, and large quantities of sawn
tinber, which could be got out along Lake Temiscamingue if
there was any means of getting it to market. The construc-
tion of this short line, about forty-five miles, would bring the
whole of that large arça into almost immeliate communi-
cation with the railway system of Ontario and Quebec.
Somethinig has been said about the Provincial character of
these roads to which granta have been given. That part of
the Northern and North-Wostern and Sault Ste. Marie
schome, which runs between Callander Station and Lake
Temiscamingue, could be in no sense looked upon as a Pro-
vincial road. It wÔuld bring a large portion of the Pro-
vince ofQuebec into direct communication, as I have stated,
with the railway system.s of Ontario and Quebec; and I
venture again to express the hope that the hon. Minister of
Railways willi take this matter into consideration, and eventu-
ally grant to this portion of the road the same consideration
which is granited to the other portion of the scheme.

Mr. BLiAKE Withoait desiring to say anything more
upon the géneral principle of these resolutions, I juat wish
to represent that I think it is of the last consequence that
the sections of country in Ontario interested in having com-

munication with the North-West by means of this conneo-
tion, should enjoy the connection as cheaply as possible ;
and in order to obtain it cheaply it is of the last oonsequenoe
that there should be free competition iD the two lines of
railway which stretch towards this point, namely, the Mid-
land systemn and the Northern and North-Western system. It
is also of consequence, now that the Gâvernment have pro-
posed-I must confess I do not think ncessarily-to pay
$12,000 a mile, which is about the cost of the railway, I say
I think it is of the last consequence, and reasonable and fair
that consideration should be hal to the circumstance that
the bulk of this cost is being provided out of the publie
funds, in arranging what the tarif shall be over that portion
of the lino. I have alroady suggested what I think to be
the truc solution in cases of this description when the
Goverument is providing the bulk of the money to
build the lino, perhaps the whole. It is net a case in
which complications involved in running a railway by
Government would measurably exist. It is devised i,
point of fact as a link botween these companies, inland
companies I callel them the other day. Thore eau
be no doubt that the company which obtains the subsidy
will have a great advantage because it will have the
preforence, although there may be nominal equality. I
have always feit that difficulty. This wilt be just as applic-
able to one of the infant companies as to the other, becanse
by any plan you can devise, however fair it may look in
clauses of an Act of Parliament, it will be impossible to
arrange for equality, but the company controlling the grant
will be able to favor that particular couniry. The argu-
ment is that the order in which trains shall be run, terminal
arrangements and arrangements with regard to local traffic,
and so forth, aro matters very easily capable of being
arranged in such a way as to favor a particular company.
That this observation is correct is proved by what we k now
in regard to the contest going on for the contract, a control
not wider than the Legislature would allow. I do net
blame either conpany for trying to socure the contract, as
it is in the interests of thoir shareholders; but it is for the
interests of the country that a company, perfectly indepen-
dont of other corporations, should control this connecting
branch and socure connection with Toronto and points
west, with the Canadian Pacifio Railway. I will repeat
the observation I have made that, in regard to a road of this
description, it would be of great advantage were the Gov-
ern ment to construct it and to secure absolute equality to all
roads connecting with it by undertaking its management,
and by imposing snch tolls for the use of the road by dif-
feront companies as would not indeed pay any dividend
upon what is proposed to be made a free grant, but to pay
the cost of management and all subsequent expenses. I do
not think it would be fair or reasonable that the country
should be called on to contribute more than $12,000 per
mile, the amount proposed as a subsidy. I have already
pointed out a method by which, if joint action were takon
by the two Governments, we might spend not more
than $6,00) per mile; and I wish it to be distinctly under-
stood that I am not suggesting that this road should cost
the country one shilling more than the hon. gentleman
proposes. Mty desire rather is that it should cost less, because
I desire, if possible, that we should adopt a suggestion
similar to one I am about to make when the hon Minister of
Finance makes a motion on another subject, namely, that if
the Government supply the bulk of the money the Govern-
ment should have control et the work in the interests of the
country.

Mr. McCARTIIY. I think the hon. member for West
Durham is mistaken in his statement that the cost of the
road will be only $12,000 per mile.

M r. BLAK E. I did net say that; I do not think it will
be much more.
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