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narticuiarly because it does represent the various races of the world. It gives us
a place where we can ait down and discuss problems in an environssat that is not
mat.ched anywhere else, | ,

THE PRESS: Could I ask a question about that. The British seem to be
writing 1t down., I wonder if you foresse that we might step in and £111 a lot of the
vacuum that they seem to be prepared to leavs in ths Coxonwealth field?

" MR, SHAR?: No, I would think that the nature of the Cecmonwealth itself is
changinp; this is another aspect of this changing_vorld. Even in a few years the
nature of the Coamonweal£h has changed, and I expect it will go on changing. We look
upon it as a place where there can be useful discussions of world problems, This has
proved to be the case and as long as it continues té be a‘usoful forun of this kind,
ve will support it, I do not think it would be reascnable t&r Cansda to replacs the
nited Kingdom which, after all, was ths country that once Sad 2]l these independent
states as colonies. I do not think that we should replace ths position of the United
Kinpdom. 1 still think, however, that‘we can retain a useful part; indeed, from time
to time take very useful initiatives, just as Mr. Pearson did in using the Commonwealth
for the promniion of world peace and prosperity. I would expect that we will continue
tn do that, Put there are limitations, of course, in the Commonwealth,

-« THE PRESS: Mr. Sharp, in connection with ths Commonwealth, what do you see
as the future of Commonwealth preferences tariff-yise? Do you ses any changes there?

MR. SHARP: No, I would not think so, The Cc:nonueaith preferences have
rradnally been whittled away by ;nternatiohal,trade negotiatioda over the ye;ra ard I
#ee no likelihood of any reversal. Indeed, & reversal would be contrary to the General
\rreement. on Tariffs and Trade which, as you know, has ﬁ rule that there shall be
12 increases in preferences, So, inevitably trade preferences within the Commonwealth
or in other areas of the world are being whittled away,

THE PitR3S: .i was thinking really of free entry between this country and
Fritain, and * know that there is a feeling, perhaps, in Britain with regard to

“xtensive use now of soft wheat and whether Canada would feel that her wheat markets




