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Preamble

The member States of the Council of Europe and the member countries of the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), signatories of this Convention,

Considering that the development of international movement of persons, capital, goods and 
services - although highly beneficial in itself - has increased the possibilities of tax avoidance 
and evasion and therefore requires increasing co-operation among tax authorities;

Welcoming the various efforts made in recent years to combat tax avoidance and tax evasion on 
an international level, whether bilaterally or multilaterally;

Considering that a co-ordinated effort between States is necessary in order to foster all 
forms of administrative assistance in matters concerning taxes of any kind whilst at the same 
time ensuring adequate protection of the rights of taxpayers;

Recognising that international co-operation can play an important part in facilitating the 
proper determination of tax liabilities and in helping the taxpayer to secure his rights;

Considering that fundamental principles entitling every person to have his rights and obligations 
determined in accordance with a proper legal procedure should be recognised as applying to tax 
matters in all States and that States should endeavour to protect the legitimate interests of 
taxpayers, including appropriate protection against discrimination and double taxation;

Convinced therefore that States should carry out measures or supply information, having regard to 
the necessity of protecting the confidentiality of information, and taking account of international 
instruments for the protection of privacy and flows of personal data;


