
Recognizing the importance of traditional knowledge as a source of intangible
and material wealth, and in particular the knowledge systems o>f indigenous
peoples, and its positive contribution to sustainable development, as well as the
need for its adequate protection and promotion,

Recogrnzlng the need to take measures to protect the diversity of cultural
expressions, including their contents, especially in situations where cultural
expressions may be flhreatened by the possibility of extinction or serious
imapairment,

Emphasizing the importance of culture for social cohesion in general, and i
particular its potential for the enhancement of the status and role of women i
society,

Being aware that cultural diversity is strengthened by the free flow of ideas, and
that it is nurtured by constant exchanges and interaction between cultures,

Reaffwirmng that freedom of thought, expression and information, as well as
diversity of the media, enable cultural expressions to flourish within societies,

Recogniztng that the diversity of cultural expressions, including traditional
cultural expressions, is an important factor that allows individuals and peoples te
express and to share with others their ideas and values,

Recalling that linguistic diversity is a fundanuental element of cultural divcrsity,
and reqffirming the fumdamental role that education pisys in the protection and
promotion of cultural expressions,

Talcing into accozrnt the importance of the vitality of cultures, including for
persous belongiug to aninoities and indigenous peoples, as manifested in their
freedom te create, disseminate aud distribute their traditional. cultural
expressions and to have access thereto, se as to benefit them for their own
development,

Emphasfzing the vital role of cultural interaction and creativity, which nurture
and renew cultural expressions and enhance the role played by those involved iu
the developunent of culture for the progress of society at large,

Recogrnztng the importance of intellectual property rights in sustaining those
involved in cultural creativity,


