
The third linkage between environmental concerns and competitiveness is the
other side of the same coin presented above. Every risk to competitiveness is
also an opportunity to those firms that are greening production - an
opportunity to achieve win-win solutions which improve the envirornent and
are good for market share. Where trade rules at the international level allow for
discrimination on the basis of environmental performance, as i the potential
case of green government procurement, for example, foreign suppliers who are
participating i VNRIs stand to gain an edge. Similarly, participants i VNRIs
might be accorded special treatment by foreign eco-labels, foreign regulators, or
other foreign standard-setting bodies.

Canadian exporters will fot be simply handed such opportunities, but will


