In 1993, the Russian Federation discharged low level liquid wastes into the Seca of
Japan. A joint Russian, Japanese and Korean study with Agency involvement has so far
detected no clevated levels of radionuclides. As technical advisor under the London
Convention, the IAEA has undertaken a 4 year /nternational Arctic Seas Assessment
Project to assess the health and environmental risks and to examine possible remedial
actions. There are also joint Russian/Norwegian scientific cruises to the Kara Sea. As the
Russian Federation does not currently have sufficient capacity to treat low level liquid
waste arising from their Nordic and Pacific nuclear fleets, the United States, Japan, the
Nordic countries and the Republic of Korea are assisting through bilateral and multilateral
channels in coastruction of waste treatment facilities.

The Russian Federation has since de facro observed the ban and stated its intention
to refrain from the dumping of radioactive wastes. This position was confirmed in a
statement of the Russian and American Presidents in 1994, which included Russia's
intention to continue its policy of voluntary adherence to the ban on radioactive waste
disposal under the London Convention and eventually to join the ban.
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