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! The provincial International Trade Centres 
(see Where To 'Get Help) or contact the 
InfoCentre at: 

'Tel.: 1-800-267-8376 or (613) 944-4000 
Fax: (613) 996-9709 
FaxLink: (613) 944-4500 

InfoCentre Bulletin Board (IBB): 
1-800-628-1581 or (613) 944-1581 
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OPPORTUNITIES IN MEXICO: 
HOUSING CONSTRUCTION 5 

THE NORTH AMERICAN FREE 

The  NAFTA. expands.  Canada% free-trade 
arca  .of .270  million  peciple into . a .market .  of 
360 :market larger than the 

: .nopulatiOn  of  thc _15 .cOuntries:: :of :the 
EarriPeari  Union . and:.ime With:a  total North  
Atinererin oitiptit of $7 . trillion. : 

Mexico is Canada's most important trading 
partner  in  Latin America. Two-vvay 
merchandise trade with Mc'xico exceeded 
$5.5 billion in 1994 and is expeCted to  exceed 
$7  billion  by the end of the decade. 

Canadian direct invcitment in Mexico .i 
grovVing rapidly, tn.  creasing fnnn $452 milhon 
in" 1992 to over $L2  billion in 1994. 

This guide has been prepared with the 
:problemi inherent to the neW cx"norter -  in 
mind. - However, it  is  not exhaustive. The 
differing.cireunistariècs, interests and needs 
of individual companies will influence their 
strategics for the Mexican market. 

Further assistance clin be obtained by 
addressing requests to: 

PREJUDICE AGAINST WOOD 

THE HOUSING SECTOR 

The Housing Shortage 
The Housing Market 
Urbanization 
Home Builders 
Technology 

THE ROLE OF IMPORTS 

COMPETITION 

Mexican Construction Companies 
Foreign Competitoi-s 

Canadian Presence 
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HOUSING BUYEFtS 

Home Financing 

Secretariat of Social Development 
Conventional Bank Mortgages 
Government-Backed Commercial Mortgages 
Pension Plans 

Public Housing Agencies 

The Northern Border Region 

TRENDS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

New Government Housing Policies 
Renovation Materials 

Wood Building Materials 

Value-Added Components 
New Building Techniques and Materials 
Prefabricated Homes 

Regional Demands 


