-,The Slmmental orlglnated in Europe
_in the Middle Ages. As the breed spread
o throughout Europe it acqurred a variety
“of names such as Pie Rouge, Fleckvieh,

- Austrian Fleckvieh, and Red and thte

~In Canada they are all considered

- Simmental cattle and are: reglstered 1n the :

- Simmental herdbook. The breed’s. unlver-
. sal popularity, due to its ability to pro- .

duce meat and milk efficiently, resulted 1n o

: .-j;1ts berng introduced. into Canada in 1967 S wh1ch the Slmmental m Canada-ls m95t

s ‘Currently there are about 7 000
breeders of registered Slmmental cattle

' 42'kg (92 Ib) for males and about 38 kg -

(88 1b) for females. In 1984, Slmmentals " '4”4) easy adaptablhty to w1de varlatlons in .

_ env1ronmenta1 condltlons

on the ROP ‘Home Test Program had

ad]usted yearhng welghts of 462 kg SR
(1 019.1b) for males and 370 kg (815 lb] for»j i
;_,females ‘Bulls on test station rations have e

‘recorded yearllng welghts over 635 kg

(1400 lb] ‘The average daily gain of ani- i A
- mals on test was 1.1 kg (2.46 1b)’ for males o)
: and 0 75 kg [1 65 lb] for females e

’Followmg are the charactenstlcs for

“in ‘Canada and. pedlgrees issued annu ally L 1) large 51ze and docﬂe nature, L Sl
‘1 now exceed 20 000: Exports have been
S solely to the United States. = .=

Birth weights of calves average. about f- :

e 2) heavy muscle structure

' 3) hlgh growth rate and hlgh mllk produc- :

tlon, and

i Eew In summary 1t can be stated that all
- . the breeds of cattle described have umque
- qualities. which make them appropriate
= for use ‘under specrflc envrronmental and; e

| market conditions."

-Success in beef productlon is:

~achieved by the use of the kind of animal -
~that harvests and converts the available
- forage resource eff1c1ently, reproduces ‘
* regularly, and yields in.the end a product -
- that best suits the requirements of the
. human population it serves. The ] pure Eoni ‘concephon to carcass
b breeds are w1dely adaptable but lt is not i , : o

unreallstlc to thmk in terms of combma-
_tions of breeds and characteristics. What-
_'ever approach is taken iit'is imperative
‘that the genetic material used at the out-
‘set be carefully chosen. Its influence will -

be felt throughout the life of the enter-

prise. Canadian breeders offer the results -
. of many years of selection based on sound
. practical judgment, scientific. pr1nc1ples o
~and, above all, the need for economic

- efficiency in the total enterprlse from :
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