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Canada has never had a revolution but it has had a number of 
rebellions. The leaders, William Lyon Mackenzie, center, of Upper 
Canada, Louis Joseph Papineau of Lower Canada and Louis Riel of 
the Prairies, were driven into exile.

The uprisings of the Métis in 1870 and 1885 were the most sus­
tained. Riel, who was only 25 in 1870, and his council had set up a 
provisional government and reached an agreement with Ottawa 
that would have admitted the new province of Manitoba to the 
Confederation. Unfortunately, Riel had ordered the execution of 
Thomas Scott, a violent young Ontario Orangeman. The Canadian 
government sent out a punitive expedition (lower right) and Riel 
fled to the United States. When he returned to lead the second 
uprising he was captured and executed.

Mackenzie (whose grandson would be Prime Minister) and 
Papineau also came home and they rebelled no more. In time the 
three men became national heroes.
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