
t'O thie eflisting-electoral .laWof 1951. In thejjr vIew, theelectora1 law 1having been adopýtpd dturing the period of'hostilities ln. Laos Cointaï,ned provision~s whtçb. should be'adopted to the nçw cireumstanc>es of post-Geneva Laos anidshQu1ie answer to clerocratic criteria provided for in theGen'eva Agreemnent. Aacording ly,. ýhey proposed severa l'reformsthe. most important being the extension of voting rights towoimon on the saine.termees asmea, th-e reductjon, of qualifyingage for candidates f rom 30 \'tp 25 ýand the £ýformiatioa. of 1joi~ntcomiuittees at alJ. ad Ministrâtve'levels 'to, ensure, £ree andf air electiozns.-

5,M - The Royal Governmient maïit'ained tbat th~e e6xistîngelectoral, law, being applicable to a21 I.aetians, was notdiscriminatory aeainst thie Patt-ao and thpt specJ.aJ.conditions could not b. envisaged for the latr Further,they held that the. only way to arnend that law woiild-bethrotugh acion by thie-National Assemb1y aftae' the. electIon
tion of the Geneva Agreement wa thiat the. political settle-ment would taIçe place wttn the. fraew9rk of the ejlectçraland contttiona 4aws then exitn in Laos. The addedthat dur4ng June 1J955 the. Naioalsse embly hd postponedthe date for general elections froni 283 .ug ust to 25 December1955 (the. iast date on which balloting could be held u.nderthe elecorala~ w) and it was hoped that tk4is extra tirjewouid be sufficient to arrive at a politicai settiernent.Th Roa ov<ertuaeit, rnoxetkheless, agre to~ severalmodifications i thie procdure for elections. They jdnot,. how9veriacep thePaet Lao suggestion that thereshould b. mixed contro i comnittees and that futll andeffective reo oatpi of the Royal admiistration in thenortiierri provinces shoiiid only be considered a! ter thegenra elec tions.

60 The. Pathet Lao re peating their earlierdeclaiation "to classify the two provinces wader thiesi1prewm. autho4ty of the Royali Governaentu ppggested thatthe adiùiittation of these tu'o provinces should be en-trusted by the. Royal Governînent to ' the. Pathet Lao atathoritiesalready functioning thre ux4tJ. afe th-neral electiofre.The Pathiet Lao maintai.ne tht th freo à:dfiis of the.e1ectios oul b betguarae4 by jontcoatteem4com-
posed l aqua prportion of tePte a n h te

t;wo proposais wob.ld leave thle control overteanu othie elections in-the. two provinces witii the Pathet' ao andUid not agree to eitier o! them. The. Governinent proposedtha th retoe adiitaion in theiior'tjern provinces3houl be oraiedo 505 basis, 1àlf the officiais~oming~ fro te noma Roy4lLaotian Qoverriment administra-'îon and~ half !i<omthe Pathe t Lao.
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