
,anada Wekl
Volume 10, No. 21
May 26, 1982

ities to mark fortieth anniversary
Alaska Highway, 1

mn stocks to b. increased, 2

la-Algeria meetings. 3

Y incentives for northern and
:e areas, 3

get Indonesian contracts, 3

llousing designed for tropical
tes, 4

lian studies office opens, 4

ado acquires minerai company, 4

D Africa, 5

Je signs world tin pact, 5

rOflic printing process reduces
work, 5

ner work creation program provides
nit jobs, 6

Ws' international race car star dies
) wheel, 6

Idustry gets boost in Alberta, 6

Of the arts - exhibit dîrector, 7

mai Affaire Affaires extérieures
ada Canada

Festivities to mark fortîeth anniversary of the Alaska Highway

Forty years ago, during the hectic days of
the Second World War, the Canadian and
United States governnfts joined forces
to build the Alaska Highway. This year
marks the fortieth anniversary of the
highway's construction with celebrations
planned along the 2 451-kilonietre route
- 80 percent of wh ich is in Canada.

The highway, which stretches from
Dawson Creek, British Columbia, was
constructed in only 20 months, consider-
ed an almost impossible task even by cur-
rent high standards of engineering.

In March 1942, 35 000 U.S. soldiers
and a small number of Canadians began
to cut their way through the dense brush
along the proposed route. The precarious
military and naval situations - a threaten-
ed Japanese invasion - necessitated a
speedy construction wlth soldiers work-
ing seven days a week, 24 hours a day.
Transportation, labour, food, accom-
modation, overtime and other costs were
heavy. The United States government
spent $139.8 million on the. road wlth
Canada supplying thea right of way and

waîving customis duties on equipment
and materials from the United States.

Makeshift road
The highway was built in two stages. ln
1942 a "pioneer road" was macle by cut-
ting brush, Iaying it on top of the
swampy muskeà and covering the brush
with gravel. With littie time to spare and
not enough equipment to blast their way
through rough spots, the soldiers created
a windlng road. In 1943 the road was
macle permanent, all-weather and gravel..
surfaced.

After an exchange of notes between
Canada and the United States and a finan-
cial settlement, ail the portions of the
Alaska Highway and part o? the Haines
lateral road wlthin Canada became an
integral part of the Canadien hlghway
systeni on April 1, 1946.

By a Cabinet decision the. Canadien
army was charged with the responslbilîty
for the maintenance of the Canadien sec-
tion of thte Alaska Higbway. To carry out
this task the army organized the North-


