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* CURRENT EVENTS.

At eaft ninety per cent. of the Freacii-spcaking Canadians
ile " ul, vac write and speak English. Those whose mother
t9nigue la Engliah, as a general rule, know no language but
their evu.

Tihe Imperial penny postage systein nov embraces the whole
Britishi Empire wlth thi.exception of Pitcairn Island.

Most hydre-planes hitiierto made van run only in smnooth
water; but it iý anuouuccd that a new boat or hydre-plane
iuvented ln Cape Breton can travel in iieavy winds.and rough
mms, and under faverable conditions van make a speed of
fiy miles an heur. The inventera are Prfesédr Graham-inel

and bis assistant, Frederlck Baldwin.
Tiie customs figures for the year just closed, se ,far as they

are available, shiow a very large increase over tiiose of last
ynr. Tii. prospecte for te. coming ýrear are bright, espccially
la the. Atlantic Provinces.

It in proposed that a new Atlantic port iàall b. established
at Gape Bay, vbichi described as the. finest natural harbour
on te. Atutié coest. Tiie uew port would ho conuected
with te. Intercolona'and thi. National Transcontinental
railvays by a à= snev psrtly built, running aleng the. nerth
d6o etBqChaloir

The firetme at tra frein Winnipcg over the. Transcontin-
entalw»ason te way on New Year's Day, thua providlng a
second rail outiet fot vhet just at a tdnm wen the. closing
ollabe navigatin iders It important. There are rea.vcd
rummra eat the Canadian Pacific il siiorten its reute to te.
ma 1y building a FIm frein Mattawaznkeg te Princeton, in
Maine, thus .nabling it te reacii an excelent natural harbour

on the. St. Croix.
TWBritish Gove.raet bas preucnt.d te the ë«mreary

of Sta±e at Wasbingto a a ormai pretest against that.section
of hePaamCanIAlczempt.ng United Satscoastwls.

shlppiq from te.payaiet Oftoile; for passing eiirougiite
cami. Cm"adais e.peffly iatcrcte; fer as the provisions
stan, Canadisu, coastwfs tirade using te canal would have
te pay tii. toils, wil. that of the.-United States would ho
emept. Under te.élit Clayton-Bulwer treaty of 18W,
GSStBtift bah.d equal rightS vlth the. United States in
te.propomad lsiman canal, *bwu aste ho under the joint

poe.eoeln toto f the. two governinents; but these
~~ Y3led bY a Dew trcaty eleven years ago, allowing

te*IWMdê Stu Goverfsment alie.te build and control the
CsaOM& 02 t tat tiicve sOuld ho ne discrimtination

a an "jnation ii tii. use of the. canal. Hence tii.proteste
1#op. WhlteIa* Raid, the.. United States Ambassador to
àmtitg*min, dw WluLondon on the. flfte.ntii of last month.

& AflBd";CýjmIhaabrcught bis remains te America.
Àýktï* p.*' Mft-i«be elected lu France on te.ScventeeO th

ci INa nth. Apreui4enïW al ection Cher. does mot make
'uug a dbtutaac as it dos lu the. United States, viiere
tiect= meanchassate vote for a president, but, as le hs known

la *,iv lu t-is.vthey il vote, ile i. euivalent te a direct
#ÎëliW'vâte. tnl.te.members of the. two chainhors

~~ ~4«iedly mme at the. appointed time, every
' ~ nte fil1 thei. plie., lunFea*ce,

m Omrs f>epn*Ipower titheCii.âng of
MMbas itit ns, w"ii means that

Mu* tbs hà the Preident of te.United States.

Mention bas been made of the. depm#W. ci a 8sIuI*
pedition to Easter Island, in the. middle of the. PCIMS.
where, though there are but t*Wo budrod B4
there are six hundred glgantlc hntuadg w c km"uu~i
carved inastone,, 'of the.origla of w" nm otUte d*e
known.' ,Now another wenderful* mglOS la téb o pkmd
Englishmen. It lies beneath. the .ioq e ý* **
Yucatan, and southward towarde tii ho ureciUSm*kA*
Here, it is believçl, lie suak.cithwltha jU lb <W
and geins and art mrasures worth countis. uNon. 1»
and subinarines wilI b. empl>yed te recovertup
and to explore the loet continen, mot Warbedh le
the 9ea, where a wonderful civihutln dii,1 a
long béfôiî-- the days of Egypt and Babylon h..m
tions are based upoù what is knewa of tbe.rulmsd d,
Yucatan and Guatemala, and. upon -. a-q1
along the coast which ueem te show tâa«a&lcr" dpoouh
cou ntry was long ago uwllo.4Up byeh.-,-bth
accessible. Such an expédition a wts oud h* I
quit. impossible bef ore the. day, cofsubmarlass

The airship. bas been tihe m ci of.vnu h
of an ancient Roman tewd in the. Lyblas des":.

The Himalayan Alps e he u aie wuktSgu

peaks which he bas found in an uttely unkba.wa mIà4
central Hinalayas. lu one jngé e b comgqd &ktp
peaks each more than twenty-four tbousud fspt 11gb

The Christmnas seasoa bas motbrought ps.h~
though there had been some hflof iau
reached before the end of te.year by eh. pim
session 1linLonden. A bsuls f agieent h§0
The Turks, iiaving ig ed Maoedomlfer fIv-
are unwilling ,to admit that thoiWr roi hWatm
Balkan alliet are unwilhing teLive Up. for t* ube
peace wbat tbey have von by tii.--
wile there is grave danger that ti.
may be inVaded Lfroa i atib
Roumania, a moivemeat whichx could Mr*~
witiiout teading te, a geaI war; ea as
show Chat the. Tunkuuhdelegtft May, Yidd'j'
points in debate, thme hs «Mfl of ca se h. 1
that mttenent may b., te.pofiltical boue&".i4f
of the. Balkan Peninsula, IH bave to e *daa *

At a recent conférence la peki, eh.
te take stepe te supply China wlt a pISosp
take the place of te.word signanow inla

The goveramentof tii. ChiasseRqpudieb
calardar; aud t".yeur, for te. In~t Uar iha
year agrées with Ours

The liberty of ,the preus h .videty

w as published in Pekin, untilrcuty h
i lth. vorld. it bad bemn uuedr«euleryow
year; but it ba nov becsuumrl dby
Yuan Shih Kai.

A tveaty eweu Russiaand CWinA M1
suzraityinMongoia, anj. 0 n,,.j
that Russia dlaims.

The. civilwar lu Me"iosiicaton
net vctry numerolus but tlmey arm ta ie
cannot ho eaaiy subdied.

.174


