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JUVENILE COURT WORK IN REGINA
. Juvenile delinquency is docliniug instead of lucreasing
as far as the city of Regina la eoncerned, accordiug to the
third aunual report of Judge Ethel MacLachlan. of the Juve-
nil. Court. During the year 1920 there w.re brouglit befo-re
her in the Juvenile Court 314 children, inclulng a few who"
appeared more than once in court, and wbhle tý1s is the larg-
est number appearing before the Juvenile Court in any
one year, this le ou account of Judge MaeLacIan. haviug held
more provincial cases than formerly. Out of the 314 cases,
loi werie frmi the city of Rogina, a slight decrease fromn last
year, and 218 froni provincial points.

Judge MacLachlan estlxuated that thore are lu Regina
about aine thousand boys and girls betweeu the ages of five
and sixteen years, whose age would bring thein under the
jurisdiction (d the Juveuile Court, and as only 64 of the 101
cases comning before lier from Regina were found guilty
of an offence, 27 being neglected chidren 'who carne to court
through no fault of their own, she states that "every eitizen
of Regina should feel preud of its boys and girls." She
takes strong exception to a recont article, apparently sont
out frorn Ottawa, stating that "boy crimiuals" lu Canada
increased during the last tw\,eiity yoars by 300 per cent. "I
also take exception te calling boys criilas," the report says,
"as the. Juvenile Delinquents Act was put lu force expressly
for the purpose that juveuiles sbould net be called enimais
but delinquents, and that they should be treated net as
crimnals but as misdireeted aud rnisg-uded chuldreu, ln need
of aid, encouragement and assistance."

Few Repeaters.

To show that the boys whe have corne into the Juveuile
Court since its establishmxent in the province tliree years
ago are not oriminals, sho telle that only M3 carne into court
who had been there before during the three yoars, out of a
total of 265. "1 wouid hate te thlnk of the 242 that appeared
once as '!criinnps" the report statos, "nor would I like to
think of the 23 who appeared more 'than once as sucli.» Out
of these 23 ropeaters there were nine who were sent to the.
Industrial School, two were mnade te saw woed te earu a ton
dollar fine escli for stealing coaI, and the other dozen wore
coutiuued on probation with suTall flues, restitution, etc.

whiçh we life, rnny be some of the causes leadi.ng up to this
ainount of theft. While statisties show that theft of auto-,
mobiles in different cities ail over-Canada le very mucli on
the increase, the records of the Juvenile Court for the year
1920, in the city of Regina, show that net oue boy was ac-
cused ýof this delinquency, which la a remarkable record.

ýComparatively f ew children, says the report, corne iuto
court through their'own fault. An exainination of the table
giving the causes for negleot and for dellnquency, shows that
at the uiest only 103 eldren, out of the 314 cases, camne
into court wlien the blame might b. attached Vo, theinselves,
while from. this number possibly 37 more might be deducted,
leaving only 66. "Frein this analysis," says Judge Mac-
Lachian, "we would infer tha-t for the most part the home,
and the honme training, le what is absolutely aud emphatically
at fault.

There would ap>ear Vo be ne uecessity for a detentien
ho-me where childreu might be kept while awaitiug trial.
«Ninety-nine per cent. are allowed Vo remain iu their homes
until the trial date la set, and in the three years not one
child lias run away wh&le awaitlug trial.

Twenty-five Adults Puuished.

In ail, tweuty-five adulte were puuished for coutributiug
to delinqueucy or neglect, aud there would have been more
only that it la not an easy uxatter Vo secure evidence in rny
cases.

The probation systein las been a great success. 0f the
2P65 alleged dêlluquents 242 toek advautage of the. chance
given theni under the probation system aud never came ho-
fore the court again, but with the. help of the voluntary pro-
bation officer appoiuted fer the purpose have suoceeded iu
retrieving their characters. Judge MacLachian makes a plea
for the appointment of woinen probation officere, statlng that
the. delinquent and incorrigible girl ie a inucli harder problein
than the. delinquont boy.

"It la possible," says the report, "that a uuber of cil-
<lreu ooming into the court are mentally defielent. Out of
the 314 last year, uine were evideutly eft his description.
Wlthout a spocially trained psyciabirist it i imossible for
fli. -ý- -- fn tAafpo'+ t1,,p hio-h oinqAP. niui fhp--Frnr
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