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Cuwrrent Topics.

The holding of a fall Convocation for the
University of Toronto this year was the
Wag yy, resumption of a good old 'cusbom ‘t;ha.dc
Onvg Ok?n off a few years ago by the fire which dest;x(’)y'e !
wil] b:amon Hall. Tt is to be hoped ?hat the auth.orm;s
Uturg able to continue the practice unmterruptefil.y in .t e
0 ba The Convocation on the Gth inst. was divided into
enf:'l‘t.s, one assigned to the afternoon and the o.thel‘ tfo t}}:e
Oune'?, the former was held under the auspices 'o the
% U of the University, and the latter under auspices ‘of
th aO;ncil of University College. The principal theme in
resses of the Visitor, the Chancellor, and the Presi-
“i\”e‘:::z the need of move income in order to ena.blé .tlhz
ity lby to perform efficiently the increased work entaile
®nee, Y the growth of attendance and the progress of
"easoz ‘:) State institution it has never receiv‘ed, aiild“c?lli
Ure seem: ly expect, gifts from iudividual..s. The eozncb
ra““ica.ll‘ M}lct“‘“t to add to its effective endowm 1
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S ddresses was
One of the most noteworthy addressey wé

e given by Mr. Hardy, the new Premier of
Ontarvio,  With the facility ;w«]uired from
N Uoyant) addressing turbulent political auu.liex'l?es‘ 1111((;
Ueceqg, in ,),’O.n the tide of undergraduate eLpplnubL,‘ .(L;ed
N signiﬁcmlt Saying not a few things that may he regare
- In reply to the plea of poverty put
=" sity officialy he indicated clearly enough that
e Yn(; oy need b expected, but he hinted that U!le
labllt‘e, esg t_po-%il)ly be fuvourably regarded by the l‘eigliq'
Wol‘th Pecmlly a8 the P"U\'iuu«; is" ¢ Jand p()()l‘.” Tt is
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O in this connection th

versity endowment has been diminished in several ways to a
considerable extent, and therefore a land grant would be
legitimate as an act of restoration. As the Chancellor
pointed out, however, this would not provide immediately the
revenue so much needed, and therefore an increase of fees
seems to be inevitable. It is not at all certain that a mod-
erate increase is so much to be regretted as some of the
speakers seemed to think, What is worth getting in the way
of education is worth paying for as well as working for, and
there is no reason to believe that an addition of fifty per
cent. to the present fee would hinder any considerable num-
berof really earnest students from taking a University course.
No great harm would result from debarring vhose who are

not in earnest.

Mr, Hardy called attention to one very
regrettable omission from the curriculum of
the University—the study of oratory. As
he rightly asserted, the time for making speeches to masses
of people on all sorts of subjects has not passed away; indeed,
there is some reason to believe that oratory will play a more
influential part in the future than it has ever done in the past
among the devices of the propagandist. It is not creditable
that a great university should be without the means of giv-
ing a training, at least to those students who desire it, in
gesture, voice culture, and other branches of the oratorical
art. The aim should not be to cultivate glibness but the
opposite ; it should be to train young men and women to
expertness in the systematic and effective expression of their
views without being under the necessity of reading them
from the written page or reciting a memorized essay., Most
of the great American universities have recognized the aca-
demic importance of this department of culture, and it is to
be hoped that so practical a hint from a statesman who has
reached eminence without the advantage of an academic
training will not be lost on the University authorities.

Sir Charles and Lady Tupper have just
ceiebrated the fiftieth anniversary of their
marriage, and THE WEEK joins heartily in
the chorus of congratulations which they have received. For
many years they have been familiar figures in Canadian pub-
lic life, and it is pleasant to notice that partisan acrimony
has not hindered the political-opponents of the distinguished
paronet from paying to him and his partner in life the most
sincere and appropriate compliments, This is as it should
be. Public men cannot afford to allow publie differences of
opinion to become matters of private feud. The domestic
circle, of which the patriarchal pair are the founders, is a more
than usually interesting one, as it contains several members
who are well known to the Canadian people, including more
especially their eldest son, Mr. Stye\vart ‘Tupper, of Wi.nni.
peg, and their second son, Sir 'beberb Tupper, of Halifax.
The former is a prominent barvister, and the latter has been
Minister of & ustice of Canada. All Canadians, and many
outside of this country, will unite in the wish that Sir
Charles and Lady Tupper "nay ].ive to enjoy many returns
of the anniversary of their wedding day.
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