
M71E WEEK'J\ th19.

demnocracy a new phase and type, and the curiously intere
ing personality of Theramenes ; one of the statesaien w
were responsible for the capitulation of Atiiens to Spari
and the establishment of aristocratie government, but w]
very speedily quarreled with that governinent and was p
te, death bv it.

Theramenes did flot die, so far as inost historians a
concerned, in the odour of sanctity. Hie left behind hirn, ni
nierely with the Athenian. people, but with most of their hi
torians, the disrepute iniplied in bis nickname, Il the turi
coat." Hie bears iii their eyes the character of the mei
trickster, false to ail parties, and by ail detested ; the enem
of democracy first, and then the enemy of oligarchy.

But as whitewashing is an ingenious and divertin
fashion and as in Theramenes' case the great naine of Arib
totie caiu be quoted in defence of a coat of wbitewashi-fo
A ristotïe lias r 'corded bis very great respect for Theramene'
it may be pardonable to attempt a littie whitewashing, or a
least to tint hini with a somewhiat ligliter colour. Natur
afly, therefore, tbe occasion bas produced the man. Ther,
bas iately appeared a critic who believes he seies two point
iii Theramenes' soul unseized by the Gernians yet, whiclýview lie prints. In default of this book itself (wbich hw
not yet reached tbîs country), it is permissible to guess at iL
contents. To speak seriously, that Theramenes was guiltj
of treachery and of collusion witb Sparta, tbere can be litthE
doubt, and so far bis sentence of condemnation calis for nc
revision. But tbis was, after ail, a cornmon offence in bis
days, when party spirit ran. so bigb, and wbien als,ý a glow-
iîîg admiration of the Spartan system affected so strongly
înost of the best and bighest minds in Athens. Tbe point,
therefore, rather is, was his treacbery purely sclfish and per-
sonal, or was it to bis nîind palliated by unselfisli devotion
to political ideals, ideals whiclî lie sincerely believed to be
necessary, and which could not otberwise be realized ?

Now Therainenes died when bravely and eloquently re-
listing the policy of the extreme party of reaction-the ex-
treme right, as they would be called in French party nomen-
clature--viz., Critias and tbe ultra-aristýocrats. Why did hie
qoarrel with tbese friends-especially after aiienating the
opposite party, the democratic, and leaving himselfnro allies ?
Aristoplianes9, woexpresses uretopinion, clî im an
irîgenious casuist, fond of drawing subtle distinctions wbich
no0 onie else could comprehiend, and which lie only advanced
for bis own interests ; iii short, to use a mucli abused but
convenientiy brief epithet-a Jesuit. iNow this fond ness for
subtle distinctions need not be doubted, but to suppose bim
selfisb and insincere in (irawing them, is very inconsistent
with tbe closing- scene of bis life. Tberamenes faced death
recklessly and died (lefiant ratber than forezo bis ideal of
moderation ;of a government neatly balanced between the
extremes of democracv and oligarchy ; to describe him as an
Atiienian Jesuit--as a dislîonest schemer after the style of
Lord Bolingbroke, because his thoughts ran in cbannels too
subtle for the mass of lus fellow-countrymen-is political
biudgoning, not.politicai judgment. There were a genera-
tion ago, there probably are here and tiiere, amiable conserv-
atives, cbiefly elderly ladies, wbo sincerely believe Mr. Glad-
stone to be a Jesuit ani an emissary of the Vatican, because
his mind also is fertile in subtie distinctions.

Tbe naturai inference from Theramnenes' devotion even
to death in defence of a strictly moderate government is very
different f roin this ; the natural inference is tbat Thera-
menes, also, like Pendces, was an idealist, but of a different
school of thouglît; of a philosophie ratber than a pliilan-
tbropic .sclooi; an idealist whose fervour was 4cierîtifle,
rather than moral; whose ideal was moderation and com-
promise, rather than Reformi and Utopia; who was, in fact,
the very incarnation of Greek spirit of reason. Tberamenes
may tbus be regarded as holding in Athenian politics the
place wbich in English polities lias been lield by the sclîool
of 14Acadpmic Liberals " as tlîey are called ; statesmeri, that
il, wbo are liberal in their practical benevolence and desire
to ameliorate tbe condition of the masses, but conservative
in their distrust of dernocracy and of an extended francbise;-
statesmen who prefer toi do work rather for tban through
the people.

The history of thîs small body-for of necessity its
many-sided sympathies and carefully balanced judgment lias
made it a very small body-lias not been without honour
eîtber in England or in France. Its Ilanimated modera-

st- tion " spoke througli tbe lips of Vergnîiaud and the Gironde
ho in the Frencli Revolution and througb the lips of the 5 bolatr
:a, statesman, Sir George Lewis, in the England of our fatbers;
ho it speaks in the England of to-day, or at least spoke yesterday,
ut by the îuoutbs of Lord Sherbrooke and Mr. Goschen. N&Y'

more, iii to far as this party stands between the older partiest
ne attempting to neconcile tbem and to comubine what il best

t in eaclî, and in so far as its distinctive Il note " il iba
S- tainments, and a scbolarly mmnd, it may be said to have lk118>
Il- nien on this side of tlîe Atlantic -in the So-called ilIus-
-e wumnps " across the hune.
y The independent statesnman, qaid the witty Lord gel

boumne, is the statesman not to be depended upon, and this
g us w hat both parties in Athiens said of Theramenes, the
i- Athenian irîdependent. But the utinost that is ever said inl
r sober earnestness against Iuonest independence is that those

;, who practice it are too unpracticai and impracticabie fora
t worid so coanse and il-jointed in its niacliinery as the pre'*

ent ; a world in wbich the coachi of state, the roads beinlg
P, what they are, cannot be expected to run silootbly,. bu
sl inust be content to run, if it is to nun at aIl], wîth conltinu
i lurchings f rom o ne side of the road to the other, and not '~I
s frequent upQets first into the one ditch and thlen into tbe
s other ; on wbich account the strength of the springs becon1es
rof far more importance than thein "delicate adjustmnert and

scientific balance. In short, the worst that can seriouslY be
said of academic statesmen like Tiieramenies-o-rantilig tbeir

1pensonai sincerity-is what Goldsmith said son wittilY of
modemn Theramenes, wbo had ail the classical Theramenles
virtues, without his equivocal record, and the doubts and
biots whuich sully bis faine. Off Burke, Goldsmith wrote:

WVho too deep for luis hearers, still wcut on refining,
Anti thought of conviucing wheîî thcy thought of diuing,
The equal to ail things, for ail things unit,
Too rîlce for a statesman, toc, proud for a wit,
For a patriot too cool, for a drudge disobedicut,
Andi 1oc fond of the right to porsue the expedient,
In short, 'twas his fate, uneinploved or iii place, sir,
To eat muitton cold, and eut lîlocks with a razor.

8oft and low sing the 1)reani-God's song,
Bush, iny wearie îweet dearie, hush

As Sleep's suîooth river we drift along,
Hoih, uîy wcarje swcet dearie!

A perfumed breeze fromn the rose-banked shore
Justs cools our hieads, whilc thi jule oar
Floats on the water, ami all hcfoî-e

Is restful for you my dearie.

Now, sec the shadows the siunset casts,
Hush, iuy wearie swcet demrie, huslî

As its iast glcauu gildeth car tap'riug îuasts,
Hush. my wearic sweet dearie

On to the ivory gates we glîde,
Where the God of Drcamns doth our harque ahide,
There wc shahl rcst whcre no storms betile,

Peacefully rcst, niy dearie.
S. .or UC~-LR

Silvevr ad G-,o id.

JNERD not say veny mucb in ariswer to Mi. Hlark ne,'
Lpaper of 5th inst.

I certainiy thought that hie held the decline il, the
value of silver partially responsible for the fail in priCes»
But for this thuat part of nîy article on silver which diealt
witlî this point would not bave been written. (TuiE WEI'ç
3rd April. IIIt is not necessary. .... ey little soP'
port to this theory.") Apant fronu thiat, I do flot think mnly
argument is affected.

I need not add anything to what I said as to the quota'
tion from Mill. As given, it certainly entirely înisrePre'
sented, flot the particular sections fnom whiclî it was cuiledl
but Milî's views on the question, taken as a whole.
would ask anyone who takes any interest in the question to
refer first to wbat Mr. Hankness said on 2tth Aril, al,
thenl to Mill's IlPolitical Economy." Book I [I., Chapters 81 91
.11, 12.
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