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of the Dominion Government svho advanced $ 100,000 to
the Mennonites settling in the Nortlî-West. In this case
the nioney was lent upon the personal securitv of a coin-
înittee of five, chosen froin the Mennonites already settîed
iii Ontario, as it iiht be required. The Mennonites coming
froîn Russia appointed a, coînmnittee of five, who in turn
were responsible to the Ontario conmitte, eacb individual
being responsible to thi8 cominittee for the aniouîit lie bor-
rowed. 1 he xvhole of tîjis Joan bas now been repaid wvith
interest, after thirteen years. A few were obliged to mort-
gage their lands to repay the înoney lent. 0f the old aid
incapable, a few were unable to repay the anîounit of their
boan. These gave tii ir farms to tbe coniniittee and obtuined
their living in other ways. A few ai-e now being supported
lîy the Societies' pont- f nnd. Tfle personal obligations of
aî-ttlt-rs înay lie further supplemlented by tlie security of the
land, wliich, of course, by settleinent and cultivation, in-
creases in value; but it is evident that the repayînent of the
înoney thus advanced inust depend upon chaî-acte-, thrift,
and the riatural desire iîîherent in average hiunanity, foi- in-
dependence. It is obJected by some that the immigrant
froili Great Britain cannot accomphishi what the Mennonites
have donc. This reinains to be seen, but we dlo not belies e
it. If sucli is tlîe case, and tlîe burderi of debt would be
toc, great, a provision coulil lie made for the î-epaynient of Il
portion oiily of the money lent.

It will ho patent to everybody that tAie success of any
permanent systemi of assisted immigration operating upon
these hunes must depend largely upon the work of training,
selection, and oîganization iii Great Britain. Tbere are soiiie
who advocate that this sbould be left with the Salv ation
Army. Thiere is this mnuch to be said for General Booth's
creation as an agfency for colonization : That it is in touch
witb the unempl oyed; as an organization it bas been a won-
derful success ; it possesses the elements of chesion, and
witb the home colony at Hadleigh the greater part of tîîe
niachine-y iii Great Britain bas already beexi perfected. But
nmust ahl its settlers wcar the red ribbon and beat the druin ?
WVe cannot, here, enter- into a discussion of the religious8
side of the question, for, thiougli it is peî tinent to our subject,
it svill Iead us too far afield. A miore serious obJection is
thiat therie is no guaî-antee that the necessa-y experience and
discretion will lie lîrouglît to h)ear in the selectiouî of imni-
grrants at honte and tlîeir direction in thîis country. More-
over, the probleni is a national one; there ai-e othet- agencies
besiîîes tîîe Salvation Armny, oif which <one of the best known
is the Home Colony Association with their training colony
at Kendal ;from the Depa-tuient of the Interio- at Ottawa
we learn thmat tiiereai-e no less than forty-five individuals and
associations at the present tinte erîgaged iii assisting people
to, emigrate froin Great Britairi to Canada, including those
intcrested iii Juvenlile Imîmigr-ation. We want the picked
men from theie aIl. TIie Successful conduct of tbe wurk
is fî-augb t with difficulties and depends upon uniting
tht experience of settiers iii tlîis county with accut-ate
knowîedge of the unemiployed at honie. Discoîinected
ot individual effort is sonietiiiies aroused hîy motives
of a personal nature whicli would be lost if mîerged
in a comiprellensive organizatioxi ; ut it lias thîis inherent
drawback, that the experietîce brought to, beat is necessarily
linîited anti imen ti-ained as leaders iii the ditiicult work of
colonization are flot always available - it is better for the
country to have no colony at alI than one whose wan tof suc-
cess is likely to prevent otheis froin coîning.

We bave our patriotic societies in Canada, wbose atten-
tion, wc hav e advocated, migbt be actively turncd to coloniz-
ation and its nîany probleins. 18 it îlot possible to organize
a counterpart in Great Britain of an equally Iîroad and seîîîi-
national character in syînpathy witb the patriotic societies
here?

XVe have a brilliaîît example in a reiai-kable inovenient
lately inaugurated by tbe Chairman of the United States
Irrigation Congî-ess for transfeî-ring the unemployed from the
overcrowded cities of tbe Eastern States to the irrigated
lands of the West. Thîis moveîîîent, wbich is led by a ninber
of promînerit Bostonians, including Dr. Everett Hale,
Robîert Treat Pain and Franîk B. Sanborn, and bas been
started in the interests of tbe colonists, and flot of any rail-
way or- land company, bas received wide and most favourable
notice fromn the Boston and New York papers and New Eng-
1 and press, and enthusiastic meetings have been held in
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Boston and other cities,. A proinient feature is the estab-
lishment of colonial clubs i the uities, as a centre for aIl
necessary information, and for the dis<tribution of literature,
In connectioji with these clubs it is pî-oposed to establish îI
regular boardl of wvriters aîïd to foîn a fund, UISo the,
analoo gy of the B3uildinîg and L(>an Associations oi,
the as.sistance of indigent colonj-,ts. Are tiiere not sigf018
of al similar spir-it in Eîîgland, at present disconnected but
active ? We have seen a systein of lectures on the colonies'
l)efore working mnen's clubs started by Sir John Seeley - the
active efforts of Lor-d Brassey iii assisted colonizat ion in1 Our
Nort-tîWest are wel] knownl and niany clergymen and otliers
are deliverin", gratis lectures upon Canada and G4reat Britain-
A proîninent ian and al good ot-ganizer are wvanted to start
the bail rolling and form al permanent working assoc)iationî
tromn the eleinents wlîîch have hitherto found expression i
little nmore tîîaîî talk, that will -ather togetiier the tiread,
of ilisconnecteil etlbrt including the advocates of Jnîperiat
IFederation, the Salvation Ariny, and the nunierous colonil
zation agencies and representatix es of labour unions. If an
association of this kind could ]le formed, assisted by th'
press, in touch with the deserving unemrployed and the ex-
perience of settiers iii tlîis country, it will be able to fi
an answer to this question. Ir may be said tbat suecb ail
organization would îîot pay. Granted !But the BOol>
inovemnent was îîot started for profit. Lord Brassey, and, to)
go further back, Lord Selkirk, did not, in their etloits ~It
colonization, work for pay. Nelther do Sir John SeeleV, l>i
Barnardo, and Miss Rye. The leading motives in each Case
have been philanthropy and the huinan and absorbing inter-
est of the subject. There are suflicieîît nen in England, cî
lanîd and Wales, wvho, witb literature suppîied by the Goveil
ment, and, perhaps, somne financial aid,xvould find thesý,e m1 otives5
sufficiently strong incentive for continued effort.

Our experiences with the Crofters of Skye, at !IillarIîeY,
and Lord Brassey's colonists on the Bellwvood Farin, Wotild
go to show tîte wisdoro of adapting settlers to occupaîtionîs
for- whiî-h tbey are be.st suited and of as.sociating the less', e,,"
perienced with thiose, whose exaînple and experience Wiîî lie
of'assistance to themn. We have before advocated tlle formia-
tion and mnanagemîent of infant colonies by the Govertiïîeît,
It would îlot lie dilicult for the Governinent to set aside al
portion of the lar~d adjoining these colonies for the pl*PoSCe
of assi.sted immigration. It wvi1l, oif course, be nlecesary to
elaborate the details of some forîn of constitution after the
nianner of tbe Mennonites, with al comnniittee of head we
to keep the sub-colony together, assist with adx ice aiid at-
tend to the collection of morue, adv anced to the settlers'
At the start, however, the resident Governmient agen t 'ý,O "id
be able to oversee and rentier anv assistance an(l aI'ice ta
may be necessary.

It is possible that soine of tie conclusions we have
drawn inay be disputed and, perbaps, some of our prefliSe'
called in question.

The proper treatmnent of the subject, we frankilY adilit,
reî1 uires a more extended knowledge than sve posses Of the
unemiployed and how to approach thein, and al more ilitiîlalte
acquaintance svith the details of experience iii past teP-
at the building of colonies front this class.

The importance of the question is adrnitted and a 11le
ori less intelligent interest in tlîe sulîject is svîdespread. T ie
,solution of the problem lias been delayed froin the fact thja
it rests upon th8 righit un ierstanding of principles dn-1i
knowledge of huinan nature and familiarity with the cOI
tions of life iii two countries, principles too widely cli5c0ll

nected and complicated for any orie mnan to master without
the devotion of soiie Pears to the study. The lives and for-
tulles of bumian bcings and the solution of this p.roblefflr
too important to lie mnade the subject of experimneuit, Wi'thoI
taking es ery possible precaution that wisdonî cati sug5ged
At the saine time thought and activity bave lîcen dsOr
by the consciousness that any effort mnay result in thn
but an ephemeral and curious interest among al few. IrThe public conscience in England bas tf late yea'j
groWn more sensitive to tlîe necessities of the uie, rit to
and the pi-oblein of Iîow to fill our country is e er preSCf
the ininds of the Canadian people.

If others more abîle sbould be led to demotistrate that
, bili*Ycomprebensive systemi of assisted immigration is a posS rrh

a most inmportant step will have been accomplislled. bile
authorities in both countries iniglit then deîni it wvorth W ,


