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turers this is only reasonable, as it simply
gives thern a fair opportuoity ta compete
in tbe fareiga markret witb tbe products of
other countries wbicb, like Eugland, have a
frce-trade policy, or like tbe United 'tates,
admit raw material for manuifacture free.
But fri tbe point cf view cf the Cana-
dian consumer it is aimply a decrEe that
be 8hall be compelled ta pay a certain per-
centage more for every manufactured
article be purchases tban we would bave
ta pay fer tbe Eame article if he lived in
some other country. From tbe point cf
view of the Canadian tax-payer it means
that he is to he compelled te pay a cer-
tain percentage more of yearly taxation
in order tbat the manufacturer may be
enablcd te seIl bis products more cheaply
ta a foreigner tban te said tax-payer. Tbus
in bath ways One is sbarply fined by bis
own Government for tbe crime of being a
Canadian, cr rather for continuing ta live
in Canada. la it nct aise a further an-
emaly tbat in a country wbicb laya se
mucb stress as Canada bas done in tbe
past on the right cf popular self-govern-
ment and financial control, tbe Cabinet
Ministers eau, by a simple vote in Coun-
cil, take indefinite sumas of rnoney from
tbe national treasury and band thern aver,
for ne value received (directiy at least)
by the conntry, te a few individuals en-
gaged in certain Uines cf business ! 0f
course the representatives of the people
bave given the Ministers this power.
'rbat makes it stili stranger.

Contrary te tbe forecat telegraphed
over ocean, Lord Salisbury, in bis
repiy te Lord liosebery's denunciation of
the Lords, did net, se far as appears, ofler
any counter proposai in the sbape of a
metbcd for tbe refori of that body. His
failure te do se is explained on the very
rEasonable greund of want of time ta con-
suit witb otb(r Conservative leaders, be-
fore making se important an anncunce-
ment. Meanwbile it is mest significant
that nearly ail tbe newspapers and corres-
pendents admit the imperative necessity
of saine snch anneuncement, in order
te enable tbe party te witbstand tbe
streungtb of tbe popular tide. Witb
strange incensistency, those wba bave al
alang sturdiiy maintained that in tbraw-
ing eut tbe Holme-iRule and other Radical
buis tbe Peers really represented the sen-
timent af tbe majority of tbe Englisb
people, new cry eut that the Conservative
leaders mnust lose ne time in promnuigating
a scbeme for papuiarizing tbe Upper Chamn-
ber l)y means of a large admixture of the
elective element. Even Mr. Smaliey, the
steadfast ads'ocate of tbe view aboya
Btatcd, cabies ta the New York Prib une
that Ilthere eught te be reforin," that
Il the hereditary principie is vicions," that
the present constitution of tbe Upper
Hanse is defective and dangerous, and
that it must be reformed if it is ta sur-

vive. And yet, is it net in virtue af that

hereditary and irresponsible principie that
tbe Upper House bas been able te check
the Radicalisin cf tbe Comrnons, and so

carry eut the will cf the majority and
save the nation from. disruption ? Des-

troy or overweight that irreaponsible oie-

ment by an elective one and wbat reason
is there te suppose that the electoral body

will be less radical in tbe Upper flouse

tban in tbe ILower 1ILt is bard te under-

stand the argument.

lu addition te the usual election of

state and municipal officers tbe people of

New York State bave te vote tbis faîl on
an amended constitution suhmitted for

tbeir consideration by a Constitutional
Convention held last summer. Tbe pro-

posed amendments number no legs than
tbirty-one, two of wbicb are te be voted
upon singiy, tbe remaining twenty-nine
in a group. The twa amendînents te be
voted on singiy are a canal amendment,
allowing tbe issue of state bonds far tbe

improvement of canais when a majority

of tbe votera approve sucb issue, and an ap-

portionment amendment, which provides,
ameng et ber tbings, that neither New
York nor Brooklyn shall ever bave mare

than one-third, or the twa conibined maie
tban one-baif, of the memnLr.i of the legis-

lature. \Ve bave nût rocm, even te

enumerate tbe other twenty-nine proposed

amandinents. Saine of thein are, haw-

ever, cf gr(at importance, e. y., the pro-
bibitien cf ridEra on appropriation bis,
and of the giving of passes ta public ci

cers ; tbe prohibition of public gambiing
in any fûrm ; tbe requirement cf ninety

day8' citizensbip, insteadi af ten, as a pre-
requisite te tbe use of tbe fi anchise ; tbe

probibition of appropriations of public
money te sectarian scboals ; tbe simplifi-

cation of tbe judiciary systein, witb a
view ta prevent tbe delays inseparabie
froin the existing systein, eto. Tbe
amendment wbicb evokes the mast oppo-
sition froin many of tbe better class of

paperp, is tbat prohibitin tbe empioy-

ment of prison labour, except an waïk for
the State. Tbis would, it is averred, re.
suIt in keeping most of tbe nîne tbousand

prisaners of the State in enfeorced id lenesq,
with ail its attendant evils. This is a

concession ta a sbort-sigbted labour policy

which wouid ho nat only proitic cf evil,
but cantrary te the mest enlighti-ned
ecanomical and ethical science cf tbe
age.

Tbe death cf Alexander 1lIf, of Russia,
bas called forth a strain of eulogy wbicb
bas spread witb electric speed, and witb
but bere and there a note of discord, over
the two bemispheres. Tbe difficulty in
estimating tbe real merits or demerits of

sucb a man arises cbiefly frei the diffi-
cnlty in deciding wbat place sbould be
given ta early training in determining

character and what allowance nmade for lifc-

long enviroment. Measured by any loftY
standard of rigbteousness, the autocrat
wbo could turn a deaf ear ta every appeal

of the millions under his sway for even at

modicuin of personal and constitutiola
frecdom ; wbo could send his subjects by

tens of thousands ta a living deatb in the

wilda of Siberia, on the merest suspiCiOfl
of diFaffection towards bis governinent Or

disloyalty te bis persan ; who, tbough 9a
man of ability and culture, could sp(-nd

bis life within sigbt and hearing of aIl the
great nations of.Europe, in every one Of
wbicb, save his own, the people en-

joy ta a greater ou legs extent tbe bleas-
ings of freedcm and self goverument ; and

wbo, utterly unaffected by ail these infldl

ences andi by the teachinga of history, ex,

perience and religion, could refuse ta
ligbten, by the weigbt cf a hair, the in-

tolerable bardens under which tbose whonm

he called bis people are groaning~-meas-
ured by sncb a standard, it is bard ta te-

cognize whatever of good there may have
been even in hum, or to regard hum ether-

wise tban as a manster of iniquity. On

the otber band there seems ne reasan tO

doubt that in bis borne. and in bis rela-
tiens to these about hum wba had his con-

fidence, be shows bimself possessed of
many estimable qualities and domestic
virtueq. It wiil always be te hi.s lasting
benour tliat, while for rnany years be held

tbe peace of Europe and the wor]d in big
keeping, bis influence bas been uniformlY

on the side cf peace. This gimply means
tbat when be mîght bave made of ail
Europe a slaugbter-beuse, witb some hope
of exten8ion of bis ewn possessions, be re-

fîised ta do se. The question then i$,
wlio of us, witb bis antecedents, in bis
circumstances, taught frein earliest cbiid-

boed ta believe in bis own divine right ta

te rule witb absolute antbority ever, tbe

bodies and tbe seuls of tbe millions under
bis way, wouid bave done be tter 1

It is doubtful wbetber bistory can fur-
nisb a case in wbich greater power fer
geod or evii bas been placed in the banda

of a single person than that wbicb bas
now fallen ta tbe young man wba is just
cemmencing bis career as Czar of Russia.
It is net wonderful, under tbe cireua
stances, that se littie sbould be certain1Y
known toucbing tbe obaracter and vie ws
of Niclîniate. Rnmo'ir ascribes ta him &,
singular lack cf kingly ambition, and A
strang tendency towards liberalisin. But
even were these statements knewn ta rest
on a reliable foundation, it wouid be very

unwise te rely uýpon tbe piedilectians and

enthusiasins of youtb, in such a case,.h
child may be father ta tbe man, but it by
ne means follows that the beir apparenL
is father te tbe absolute emperer.Th
possession of irrespensible and unlimited
power would ce a terrible test of the'
tbeories and purposes cf any inan. The
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