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CURRENT TOPICS.

l't-eplY to an inquiry, Mr. Laurier, at

Wlnnipeg, expressed hiniself in faveur of

the vOting Of an appropriation by Parlis-
t0ýt-lt for a thorough investigation of tbe

questiOn wbether H-udson'o Bay is navigable

fol' a sufficient lengtb of tume during the
riea5ofl to jUistify tbe building of a Hudson's

]Raýailroad and an earnest attempt to open
al great nortbern routte for the carryiuig

~ftbe grain of the Nortb-West to Great

]ý ti n view of existing circunistances,
it' lteasy to see how tlie Canadian

Governmuent and Parliament can mucli

lonigs' POstpone the settiement Of this

"'esti 0u by satisfactory observations mfade

O011 the Spot. If the reports circulated froni

tOl4t time concerning the alleged poacli-

i118 on the oealing preserves of tliat north-

tr" 0Oast have any trutb in thoras the Gov-
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ally wben sucli pretensions are accompani.

cd witli the scarcely veiled tbreat conveyed

in the reminder : "llHow of ten have my an-

cestors set tbemnselves against misguided

members of that class, for the welfara of the

whole community." Perbaps, howev'gr, it

is only the nobles, whose privileges depend

upon the influence and grace of the Crown,

over wbose judgments and consciences sncb

absolute power is claimed. The- sequel to

this strong speech will be watched witb in-

teret, at least by outside observera.

Ignorance, like misery, loves company.

It is comforting te believe that there are

many wbo, like ourselves, baving not luth.
erte feit it necessary to read Mrs. Besant's
autobiograpby, will be astonisbed te learn
that it bas won tbe distinction of a lengtby
review by Mr. Gladstone, in tbe Nineteeutl&

Century. Not a few of us wili, we dare

Time was, within tbe recollectioi, of
many, when the deatb of the bead of the

royal bouse of France would bave been an
event o! importance in the history, not
only of tliat country but of Europe. When,
a! ter a lingering illness, tlie Count of Paris
breatbed bis last a few davs since on Britishi
oil, the news produced scarcely a ripple in
diplomatie circles, bowever sincere tbe re-
gret wbicli may bave been feît by many
personal friends and admirers in different
lands, and the less disinterested grief of a
amaîl baud of ever faithful loyalists in
France. Tbe personal bistory of the de-
ceased Count was a somewbat cbequered
one. The flrst ten years of bis life were
passed in tbe Tuileries, wliere bis grand-
fatber reigned :'ae monarcli of France.
Having beén exiled by the Revolution of

1848, lie passed the neit thirteen years-of

nment will be compelled to take sonie say,now fit-d ourselves in a quandary. Shall

easures for the protection of this fisbery* we accapt Mr. Gladstone's "1pulverization"

rhy cannot the two hjirds be kil!ed with of the book as baving nmade it certain that

e saine stone î In otber words, why can- we have suffered no irreparable loss ini not

~t one or more suitalble vessels be equip- having acquainted ourselves with the work,

.d and sent to cruise in those nortbern thougli the author is wortli being denounced

aters for one or more seasons, with by the great3st man of the age as inconsist-

structions to examine and report on both ent, vain, presumptuous, immodost, self-

lestions?~ sufficient, ignorant, and otherwise deficient

in the qualities which are necessary in an

If anyonI3 bad supposed that the doc- author to make bis or bier books worth raad-

ine of the divine riglit of kings was obso- ing î1 Or ehall we rather feel it incumbent

t?3 in European nations, save possibly on us to satisfy, at whatever cost, our

ussia, hie lias only to read the cabled curiosity to know at flrst band wbat is

bstract of Emperor William's last speech, thought and said by a writer whose work

the Saturday morning papers, to realize monits so formidable an array of deprecia-

is mistake. The Emperor of Germany i tory adjectives. Different minds will no

othing if not sensational. Some time had doubt reach diflerent conclusions, according

a8sed since lie bad made any startling to idiosyncrasy and opportunity. Mean.

ublic utterance, and it was time to expect while it is satisfactory to know that Bo

omething fresli from his restless brain. sound a theologian as Mr. Gladstone bas

'hat expectation bas been realizmd. In his ventured to put into words the question

peech at the State banquet wliich formed wbicb many lesa ortbodox tbinkers have

e sequel to thie mulitary manoeuvres, lie long been asking in vain : IlWhy eliould

roclaimed the doctrine of the first King of imperfections in belief be les compatible

russia in the plainest terms, even adopt- wîth the buman conditions of tbe Christian

ng his motto : Ex me mea nata corona. dispensation,tban imperfections in practice,

Le warned the xx embers of the nobility who providing, etc.? " Ouriously enougli, tbis

ad incurred bis displeasure by opposing his is almost precisely tbe same queation wbich

grarian policy, that Ilopposit*,on of Prus- was asked by a writer of more questionable

an nobles t,) tbeir king is a monstrosity," theological standing, tbe autbor of "lEcce

nd that Iltbey are justified in forming an Homo," a quarter of a century or more ago,

pposition only when tbey know tbe King wben lie was unableto see wliy the churches

o be at tlieir bead,"' whatever that may sbould always be se mucb ]le tolerant of

jean. Tbose wbo bad an impression that an imperfect creed tban of an imperfect

lie Germans bave a limited monarcby and practice. Mr. Gladstone is addressing a

constitutional government will flnd it mucli more tolerant age and audience, but it

ard to reconcile that notion witb the quiet appears tbat even lie cannot ask sucli ques-

cquiescence of any class or body of the tions witb impunity, as lie is already being

,,-.I in snob, rtensions as these. especi- met witb tlie chiarge of lieresy.


