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* Siamese and otber oriental metal work, andi
curions musical instruments f rom maiy
countries, froin the tom-tom to tbe barpsi-
cbord, There ils also a roomn full of ancaient
pttery of tbe Mouad-builders and the New
Mexico Pueblos ; a numbŽ,r of life-siza
Indian groups of varions trib as, a long
array of stnffed animils, including mag-
nificent bnffhlo and moose families, geologi-
ýcal remains, and reproductions of the extinct
mammoth creatures of ri-mote antiqnity.
Oa the otber side of the Smitbsonian build-
ing stands the Agricultural Museum, con-
taining exhibiti of evgrytbing of interest to
the agriculturist, incluling Indian grains
and prepared food, with some interesting
object-lessons as to the destructive or useful
propensities of certain birds or animais. A
colony or "town " of prairie dogs ils repre-
sented, just as tbey are found at home, as
are also tbe habitats of gophers and th3ir
kmn. It ils worth wbile to note tbat the
mucb abused sparrow is here presented as
an insectivorous bird, and that a certain
mal-odorous black and wbite Canadian ani-
mal of unlovely associations ils declared, on
the wbo!e, to b3 useful to, agriculture in
destroying vermin !

Fram bence it is a delightful walk to-
wards the Monument noer the White flouse
tbraugb the Botanic Gard3ns, wbicb,

..cbarming at ail times, were particularly s0 to
any one coming from the bleak surraund-

r ings of a Canadian March. Mainy sbrubs
were in full bloom, among tbem hollies and
other evergreens, contraîting with the
-crimson Pyrus Japonica, the yellow Forsy-
thia, the white Spiraea, and tbe glorioui
pink and white of the magnolias. Plum
and chercy, pa-ach and apple blossoms per-
fumed the air, mingied with the fragrance
from the brilliant beds of many-colonred
byacintbs, tulipe, crocuses, and daffodils.
Among the greening elms and tasselled
maples, robins were piping and rooks
were cawing, while throu-th tbe dusky
bongbs of the spreading pines,one could occa-
sionally catch the brilliant fiisb of a Gol-

* den oriole, looking out for a settlement,
ThI'is, with the balminaspof the air, nukes

of the end of May, it ils still only tha March
-of this favonred climate!

The grounds of the White flou3e, a
little beyond these gardens, are very formaI
la their plan, but wben in tbem, the for-
mality ils disguised by the undulations
of the gronnd and the beauty of the trees
-and shrubs. The private grounds to the
uouth are generally closed to the public,
-and form a pleasant play-ground for little
Miss Rluth Cleveland and IlBaby Estber'

in bier cityanduatorightnaeniaclsc:
ever, they are tbrown open to tbe cbildren

* they sre, filled witb merry groupa of chul-
dren assembled to Ilroll" the brigbt-cal-
oured eggs they bring if pretty little
baskets, playing bail witb these or chasing
eacb other round the basin filled witb gold
fisb, and amusing tbemselves as cbildren
filways know bow to do, wben turned ont
on grass. A part of the White flouse
ils always open to visitera, wbo cau
admire at leisure the mirrors and chande-
liers of the great East Room, if which
receptions are generally held, but where
no receptionIs were beld tbis Easter,
*as the President, bearing the burden of bis
rbeumatic gont and of bis state worries,
was ini retreaIl, flot visible to any one but
his intimate friende. Mrs. Cleveland doe
not take part in public receptions. She is
s devoted mother, and the care of bier little

childcea keeps bier chiefiy in private life.
Tue port'raits of Washington and bis wife ini
this room are very int3restiag, as is also a
fine portrait of Miss D,)lly Miadison, in tbe
picturesque costume of tbe period. From
tbe windows there ils an exquisite view of
tha winding, cmurse of tbe bine Potomic,
with the low buils and purple ridgea of woxlJ-
land lost in the bazy distance. The flouse,
in its quiet, republicai simplicity, is a fit-
ting abode for the President of a republic,
and its situation ils mu 1b pleasanter than
many royal palaces of Europe. Jti central
pillared facade is its only oraament, but a
long row of bot-hou ies muet ha a very
agreeable addition to its internai eqnip-
ment. It gives the impression of a muhb
smaller building than it ils, froin being
dwarfed by the proximity of the great Nor-
man nuss of the Army and Navy Building,
and of tbe Greek one of the U. S. Trtias-
ury on tbe other. Tbe most interesting oh-
jgcts in the former are the life-siz figures
rapresenting soîlierls of the oId Continental
army, in the picturesque uniform of those
days. In the Treasury building the visiter
is sbown tbe great vanît wbere the Gavera-
ment specie is kept, the flnishing procss of
the Il greenbacks," and tbat by wbicb mail-
lions in redeemed bankantes are destroyed,
etc., etc. The utmost vigilance ils exer-
cised to prevent tbe abstraction of coinage,
for to many a poor employee it must often
ha tantalizing eaougb to see the machine
knife cnt recklessly tbrougb a pile of buink-
note3s, wbicb in bis or bier possession wonld
represent compairative wealtb. We wera
allowed to bandle a srn3lI picket of Amer-
ican Government bonds, worth tbree millions
of dollars, and we noticed a large package of
greenbacks marked /orty millions of dollars!
0f course the strictest watcb is kept to pre-
vent any one from preserving a single note.
Iu the Patent Offi ýe one c-i observe and
admire the intentive geoius of our cousins,
Ù) tbe fullest extent, in alI everytbing fromi
an air-tester to a locomotive ; but tbe at-
tempt to do so is too fatiguing for tbe or-
dinary observer, tbougb one ils at least al-
ways ready to admire the invention of the
elevator, wbich, arnong multitudinou i fl ights
of stairs, save so much wear of weary
mudcles 'i

The political atmospbere is rather dis-
appointing at present. The flouse of Rep-
resentative 3 eert îinly does not impress one
by its decarum, as tbe members chat and
langli, lounge on sofas or sit with tbeir foot
on their desks wbile debate3s or a division ils
going on. The main object of the republi-
cans seems to be to dalay and obstruct buii-
nees as much as possible. Tbey demand
the calling of the roll for a mere motion of
adjourniment, this process occupying il/teen
minutes; and then though present, they will
refuse to vote, that tbereby they ba% e the
pretext ef Ilno quorum." The Huse seems
to sit only from twelve to four or five ; and
very seldom in the evening, thougb, singul.
arly enough, tbey sat on bath Gaod Friday
afternoon and evening, when they were c-
cupied witb a dreary pension report ; some
very doubtful cases being strongly pushed,
doubtless for party purposes. There is no
Iack of illustration of the evils of party
goverament. I seems odd to a stranger to
bear members spoken of aLî Ilthe gentleman
frira Texas," 61 the gentleman fromn Miss-
ouri," it beingtoo cumbrons to give them the
designation of the congrassional district
represented. The baIl ils ton large for hear-
ing well, especially throngh the confused
hum of conversation, and impresses one
witb a strong sense of the already unwieldy

size of this great nation, and witb nole
favourable impression of its presenit pld
cal macbinery. The Senate Biseeais ittie
inclined to burden itielf witb work; O
the only opportunity we bad of 5eeinlg the
U. S. Seate was aff)rded by a S1ao
funeral. Neither flouse seemed tl e
young flouse for a young nation, eveil
flouse of È,epresentatives having Olae
youtbful-looking men in it. Lats peakere
Mr. Crisp, bas no liglit task in yrSr
order and pushing tbrough the bu8li'eo'
but hie seerns a man of flrmness and albilityt
and was evidently not t., be spared froin bis

post for the comparative ease of the SeflB8d'
which it was to bis bonour tbat hedýl
for public reasons.

Oae of the most interesting if8titt'li
in Washington ils the Youn, o0D
Christian Home, affirding a pleasa~t O
comfortable abode for about fiftY "'%r
earningY young women, at alniost il'e
rates, a matter of the utmost importance
a city wbere s0 many women coule tOj5
cure employent in Government oiffleo Bvdu
elsewb'3ro ; and wbere it is often ff0t
to procure any respectable quresfor the
sum they can afford to pay. flere tbrogb
the munificence of a Washington l'ady, and

presented tbe bouse, and tbe energyan
liberality of other ladies, tbey bave ail the
advantages of a Christian home for 6bO"le
two dollars and a bail per week. ta'
centains a guest-chamber most comfortblY
furnished, where a lady visiting ýablg
ton alone may, when it ils not alreadY O'Co
pied, be satisfactorily lodged and boarde
at tbe moderate3 rate of one dollar adY7
Thera is also a large bailding, belOnging*
the Women'8 Cbristian Association, in Vbicb
women of a different class can find gbelter,
even with cbildren, and whence allaiO there

ils a good deal of ontdoor relief supplied, the
Government granting thora a yearly R11lO1
ance of $3,000. Dke otber places, ad

ington bas bad a great deal of povertye

The noble emancipation statue ore.td
in honour of Abrabam Lincoin stands lo
L, ncoln Square, about a mile norÜlh Of the
Capitol, looking towards tbe open count ry,

It ils a fine bronza statue, cast at Mieh

and designed by Thomas Bell, and giveo
life-like presentation of President Linc0îfl
with a gesture and expression of eg
fatberly compassion, breaking th .etr
tbe slave, and, by the posture of bis
hani stretcbed out in benedicotiof, eflooo
aging bim te, arise and take bis place101f
men. The figures r admirably COc the

and treated and the gronp ils the gif .af
freedmen themselves, the firit subscriPtof
of five dollars being the first free earliDgs O
a poor negro woman, off -red tbe day 6t
Lincola's death.dli

B-atween Washington and Richlflon tre
trayais tbrougb a long stretch of colint
wbich impresses one as desolate and 01i1b
partially inhabited, covered in part Vitb

pine woods and marsbles, alternatingh
long tracts of monotonous level plailf 0 èC
of wbich lies waste. This region bas ' e
yet recovered from the effects of tbe de' 0 '
lating civil war, of wbich it was tbe cbieO

battleground-Bull flun, Frederickgb,,rg
the Rappahannock, and the Wilderne 0 01

lying witbin its range. Only a fe'w 0f b.ad 100kold plantation humes still remnain, adeven
like sai survivais of a former alo., i
tbe little towns through wbich lok

passe bav a dpres.e to<
ofa tes h ore . sabby and h e lio

very different f rom tbe fast-gro'wlug t
of the North. Richmond itself is 8'0

tractive city, built on low hills at tbe Polo
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