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sien cf Byron was ail concerneti with anti concentereti on
self, while the passion cf Shelley ti rowneti self anti saw
enly humanity. Byron toucheti on the prebleme cf indu-
vidual existence, Shelley wrote cf the vast problems cf
race anti intellect anti seciety. Both continuet te oflenti
cociety, but Byron offendeti it rathon by lus life than by
bis works, wbile Shelley offentiti by hic opinions. Lu
bis later years, however, Byron joineti Shelley in bis
revoit against tise usages cf seciety, anti in Il Don Juan"
bitterly attacketi those social restrictions anti instittutions
wbich frons the iret bat been se iercely tienounceti by bis
fellew poet. But even in "lDon Jucan "tIse individual
is nover lest sight cf, anti Byron proclaiîsss rather the
wrongs cf an injureti man than tise wreng-s cf bumanity.
Shelley spoke for the race. Hia hatreti cf kinge anti
priests anti despote sprang net se nsuch froins a sense cf
personal injury a3 from a deep andi passiorsate sympathy
for the unfortunate masses, whomi history anti observation
hati bhown is bati cufferet ce muets f roms oppression. Ho
loveti the race witb a passionate ardeur. lHe saw the vast
potentialîties whicb lay dormant in humaisity, "lcabineti,
crihbeti, conineti" by the chains cf ignorance anti the
sbackles cf despotis. To, knew a wreng withs Shelley
was te prorlainu iL, anti that in ne falternimg or unnertain
tories. l{is life, like that cf Byron, was characterizeti by
a fierce current, but the expression cf dîscontent in Shelley
is nmore sustaineti anti unwavernug, anti is coucheti in tise
carne intense fire throughout, while that cf Byron oftcn
weakens, sinks inLo puerile humour or carelese satire, anti
cnly at imes breaks forth into that ierce anti intense pas-
sion wbicb Shelley maintains tbroughout. The genius cf
Shelley is characterizeti by the presesîce, a subtle spiritual
element nover founti in the works cf Byron.

Between Shelley anti Schiller we think thero is in the
niethoti anti character cf their genius, perbaps a greater
identity than botween ansy other twe ponts cf the perioti.
The resemblance lies in the deep passion, the unwavering
entisusiasus wbicb is the comusen characteristic of their
peenis. Tho iery anti warnii-earted Schiller cf the Il Rois-
bers " anti the entisusiastie author cf IlQueen Mab)" isat
a strong itientity cf interest as welJ in tIse nature as in the
spirit cf their revoit agaissst the restrictionîs anti rubries cf
couventional seciety. But apart front their early works
tise reseniblance cf Shelley anti Schiller lay raLlier in the
nature cf their genius than ini tisesentinients theyexprecset.
Schiller was net se boit a rebel as Shelley, andi even
irstise hot ensthusiasm cof his youthn lie wa4 satisfiet with
rebeiling against the powers cf cartis, ant idt net eeek te
assail the powers cf Heaven. Schiller aise was deeply
tingeti by that uoinianticisin which ceeie a second parteftIse
0erinian na' ure. ie Isat a profounti reverence fer the pact.
lHe was deeply inabueti witls the poetry cf tradition, thse
age cf chivalry, the days o? tournanseus, cf g allant kniglsts
anti loveiy lady, cf kuigbt errantry, cf rousantie castles,
were ever before bis eye. Th(- beautiful oit legenti cf the
Rhyne, tise folk-lore cf the ditlfererst districts, thme tales o?
the rnyscery-baun ed fore8ts -aIl these wert, doepiy witteu
on bis inîinti ansd often reflecteti in bis verse ; ant i al coiii-
bineti te streusthen in bis mind a very substtuntiat rever-
ence for the past. Very dtifeuent was iL with Shelley. Te
his tise pact was tarkuess ; it was a nnght blright only ini
a few places whîere the torches cf tise brave couse of ree-
demn gleameti itfully anuong the vast cbatiows cf super-
stitu tien and dark cloute cf ignorance. Tl' hin tho
ruetiw:val castle that stooti in tonnantie baauty by Cise site
of Liston'c Le ivers or ont the cuiiiisit of forest-clat huIs

wa areiecof an age of igtîrance, a stremsgholnl of des-
peticnn anti folly, a rensinter cf the tayc whsen Lise lords
ruleti anti the people crinîget ; a thing te ho razeti to the
groundt t nako way for th-i great temple cf lîuosaity
unchaineti. He liati ne reverenc-e for the past, anti se
wbile Schiller often clecteti as bie subjects, iistoric char-
acters anti evonts, Shelley nover spoke cf the past but te
contiemn it, antipoisnt a msoral for the future. Tise genice
cf Shelley was more subtie andt intangrible than that cf
Schiller, less warm perlsaps but more initense, anti equally
sustaineti in its energy. Tis characteristiecof sustainoti
unfaltering anti unwavering passion je a very msarketi
feature cf the pcetry cf botit tiiese great intellects. Tihe
intensity cf their genius seemeti unqapeiable and uritir-
ing, as warni in the ast lino as the firit. Bath were pas-
snunate Lu thei tact. Beth were illeti with tise restîcestire
cf geniue, but the passion cf oee urut like a subtle astral
flame in the sight but net in the uutierstantiing of mens,
wbile the passion cf the other eeught liko a wariu castor
tire througb the pores cf the intellect. Sbelleycoared like
a ticembotiot spirit above the heatis of hie fellows. S-hil-
1er swept like the flame clati geniue cf hic native fere8ts
through the haunts and the paths cf eairth. We like te
think cf Schiller as Colenidige bas grand ly pictureti bim:-

Wandering at even with ftnely frenziet oye
Beneat s sertie vast old tetupest twiigingwood.

But Shelley dees net seemu at bouse in the haunts anti the
pathways cf muen. We fancy hies rather as a ire-clati
spirit stcrmsing the battlemeuts cf Heaven. At tise iret
sight there woulti ceeus te be little in cossons betweon the
great incohereut anti inally quieseout intellect cf Cole-
ridige anti the vivid vuruacuiar cf Shelley, but Coleridige
in bis early tiays, wben inspireti by the revolutien in France
or pronîpteti by the energy of bis youth, wroto witb a pewer
anti a beauty strangley akin Le the verses cf Shelley, anti
in tise nuystie harmon ies cf the "A ncient Mariner" and
the weirt ecstasy cf I"Kubla Khan," tlaere jes omething cf
the caisse narvellouis music which throbs in IlThe OdtleL
the Western Winti," "The Witch cf Attar " anti the
dying linos cf Il'Atonais."

But the orthodox Coleridge, the conservative Coleridge,
the quiescent Coleridge, blindly grouping in the mazes of
Hegelian philosophy andi seeking for the Trinity in the
tangleti metaphysics of Schellin, hati notbing whatever in
common with that fiery and fisitbful spirit which never
f al tered in i ts passionate devotion to the idol and the altar
of its youth, the incarnate spirit of Humanity enthroneti
in the temple of nature.

It is a remarkable fact that of that great choir of
English pots which haileci the outbreak of the French
Revolution, Shelley atone remained faitbful to bis early
convictions. Coleridge, Wordsworth and Southey, at first
se enthusiastic in their greetings of the advent of the
Revolution, grew jold as they witnessed its excesses andi
finally repudiateti their last convictions. We fait to see
how a logicat mind which sytipathizeti with the principles
of the Itevolution could be alienatttd by its excesses. The
enmnities were perpetrated- by men and nlot by principles.
The crimes of the revolutionists might darken their char-
acter, but could neyer stain thoir convictions. The latter
were as true at the end of the Itevolution as they were at
the beginniug, andi white an observer might recoil from the
inethoti of their application he coutllneyer recoil froim its
Justice. If the principles of democracy are truc they are
eternally truc. Thse crinmes of the Rovolution were dite te
the frailty of men anti not to the frailty of principles ; the
error was one of conduct not of opinions, of nieans and not
of endis. The principlos of liberty were comnitted to the
bauds of a restless and ignorant poltarait educated in
ditchos, tirilled in slunis and maddened by ton centuries of
cruel and mercilesa oppression. What wonder if they
dragged thoir itiol ini the dust or stained, it with the hantis
that tîme hiad soiled.

The distinction between the gonimi of Goethe andi that
of Shelley is se great that one would almost seem the very
atitithesis of the other. It is true that Goethe of IlWer-
ther " would in the warinth anti energy of bis work seem to
bear sonse resemblance to the fiery muse of Shelley, but
the Gioethe of later days, the cold, calm, classical Goethe
bail nothing whatever in common with that fiery and
impassioned spirit which seemedtiet glow with a iore
intense and bnringf enthusiasin as the years passed on.
What greater contrast coulti there be than between
(kjethe's " I{lelone " and the white tire of Il Pronietîseus
Lilnbouiid." Iii the formser the characters ar,) rather like
tuarbît' statues than mon, colti, quiet, passionless, with the
blIood frozen in their classical veina ; in the latter tise char-
acters are the passions incarnate, tbey seesn to live and
miove in an intense and spiritual atmosphore, a liviti and
subtle Ilunie leap4 and îisaves tlsrough their v'-ins, they bow
andi bond anti tremble untier the influence of vast and inco-
hierent einotione., anti at tact finti utterance in that inîracu.
lous musie which varies in its inielotiies from the terrible
arîtheins of the rock-bounti Prometheus to the tender moto-
dies of tihe troubleti Asia.

It is sait that ( ets wa4 thje seul of bis century. It
mniight ho lbotter to dfscribe im as the mi.-ror of ail cen-
turits. Ilits mind was receptive rathor than croative. It
was a îsiglsty iiirror in which aIl art anti nature werc
reflîctod. t wis like a vast oceant that ha<l once iseen
te-set t-msed and fiually isank inte a great repose, catch-
sng, anti castinsg lack the inmage of hetuven fren its surface.
But if tht torinnIIcoul " lha useti in the sense of soiuething
wilsi acte andti anifestq itself in acting, wisich creates
ansd me useaHureti by its creative capacity, whicb net only
recPives art anti rtitcts nature, but aIse affide te art anti
'i ves uew usioods to nature, wlich, net content with assimu-
i[ating arnd co-ordinating the paet phienomnenon of uinti,
(seke t add its quota to the great revelaticu, thon we are

iineliued to think tbat it is Isîttor applictable to Shelley than
te Goethe.

(ionius is essentially a revelation. t is mind revoal-
iug its mootis. We cîun kuow the seul only by its muini-
festations, anti muet useasure it by these. Lt is impossible
te ponetrate into the inner anti eyqterieus world of mind
anti learn its nature by inspection. Here, as in nature,
there iii a momeuitumu behinti the phienomena, anti our con-
ception of the former inut b3 guitiet by our knowletiga of
tise latter. Wheou wo cuit a thinker Il original," we inpan
tliut ho lias revealeti a portion of minti net revealeti before,
that ho bas dise ivereti anti recorded a new region in the
inirtite world of mind, that lie lias penetrateti into sources
anti the centre of m-ouds, andi breucht a new mool te light,
that in the ever varying anti interacting phases anti chades
of thought he bas detectoti a new ant i'more subtle ray andi
translateti it into the intelligible records of language.

A mani of genius is te be jutigeti, therefore, net se mut-h
by the variety as by the origiality of bis conceptions, net
by what ha bas taken in, but by what ho bas cast out froin
bis mind, or rather by that icli of bis output as is clearly
anti whelty bis own. It isi by this method, therefore, that
Shselley muîst be jutigti. Lt night be thougbt that coming
at se late a perioti of the worlti's bistory, after almost
every imaginable phase of mmnd hati been revealeti by the
vast peets f romn Homer to Shakespeare there would ho
little new te reveal. Dasnte had. already shown the dark-
nems of mi, AiEchylus had pictured its suhlimity, Aristo-
phanes bati written its humour, Anacreon hati shown its
levity, HoLrace its grace anti its pathos, Chaucer ite warmtb,
Shakespeare its breadtb, Milton its snajesty, anti inîîumer-
able otber ruiner peets iLs thousanti varying mootis anti
attributes. Lt might, therefore, he tbcugbt that there was
littie tcf t for a new peet te. reveal, of that vaît over-soul
which hati alreatiy spoken in se niany tongues.

Anti yet the reader of Shelley will ho strongly
inipresseti by the presence in bis poeme of a new anti

more subtie element not founti in the works of hie pre-
tecessous. His genius soeins of a luner anti tocs niaterial
type than theirs. I{ia verse touches with a strange anti
mystical music which sweeps in nsaddened ecst'acy along
the linos, andi glows with a terrible intensity into a weirti
white passion, which tazzles ail sense assd strikes a new
chorti in the inmd. Liglit., heat, energy, beauty are all
prescrit in bis verse, but te titese tîsere seemes superattiet
a new anti more cubtle elernent which blonds witls anti
beautities the rest, anti inte wlsich tliey soein at tistes te
pass. This eleiseut i4 nsost stroîsgly present, perhaps, in

Epipsychidion." Lt glides like a silvery thread through
the mingling enotions of "lAdonais," anti burets inte a
tiazzling anti ethereal flatue in thie tact stanza of tÉsat ruar-
vallous requienm. The poot seeusîs at imes te bc swayed
anti tortureti by sotse mighty inspiration which hoe can
inticate but neot express. Innuinerable harmonies mingle
in bis verses anti blenti inte musical colours, which dazzle
as well as entrance ; and beneath the restless surface of
the enchanteti cea there seems te rage andi tremble a
migbty undercurrent. Tihe musical waves keep ine te a
vast undertotie, tnti swell like eclioe of wi]t spirit voicto
singing an antheini in the seul's deep cea. Front tIse
vaults anti the valleys of thse spirit- liaitmtot sint thora
lows sati strains of music weirdly beautiful. Those tater

is tîsoveti by a sense of lsaunting islodifes of light anti
shadow, strangoly nsingling cf invisible presences Isauît-
ing tise valîcys cf space, cf broc ling t4pirits lsevering in
tise vaults cf the midnighit, cf purple rivers flowing
thuough tihe veine cf the air, of strange isurryirscte anti
fro cf invisible feot, cf balîling4 cf angel voices in a
strtunge anti nîystical univorse wlsicls tise wandtlof tise peet
lias matie near.

Anti yet it was in the isitît tbat those tlsiings hati their
being. Nature neyer changet ber forsn at tlhe bittiug of
tise peet. [le clotlsed lier in ta rew anti radiant garment.
TIse mravellous inmages whichsli e bac crystallizeti in verse
wore net reflectiossof the world witlsout, but wero reve-
lations cf the world witlsin. lt was in Ltse sinîd's tieep
universo that the tnatdened îsusi(, had tiLs bonte, andt there
tee were the tretnulous shatlows of tisougist, the sifting
light'8 flauie, the burning pascions o? thse celf-torturinsg
seul, tIse sublimse cognition of an eternal trutîs, the vary-
ing visions cf a spirit worl, the clsanging chinses cf
ininumerable belle lsung iii the bel fry cfÉtise intellect, tlîe
trumpot cailcf a beleagueret trutis, tIse war between tIse
powers cf nigist ant i liî, te vast tlarkçnoes tîsat at tinse
provaileti anti clotheti its orders in crape Isefore sontunsg
thorm fortil te the worlti, anti ielindth ie darkness, like the
sun belsîndth ie night, a radiant atidibt'sutifiil coul whsichs
wore its scrrow like a veil, anti ever anti agaius ortiaineti
dieep silence in tise sint, recalle th ie miilitanut idoas,
absorbeti ail modes anti music, anti in tIse ecstasy cf dm11
introspection realizeti itseîf as the eternal Ego.

Sucb as hic poens reveal iL was the iinid cf Shselley.
To ail wbo live anti love anti feel, it is a procious lieni-
tage. To aIl who livo anti love anti tlissk, it is a pricoles
eue, for by these it is tioubly valueti, as weil for its sugges-
tion as ite revelation. Lt is cf ail isuran intellects ini nany
respects the nnost interesting te tise stutent of psyciiology
as it precents the msost subtle mental phenoisenen yet tis-
playeti within the ceînpasc cf crie iinti, a pîsencuiena wlsicls
the isypothesis cf the sccîool cf Cerîtylas is wholly natie-
quatte te accourst for, anti which olrors ini rtany respects a
singular confirnmation cf the isental philosoplîy of (Iottlieb
Fitche.

One cf the most striking features cf Shellnty's cîsaracter
is lis passionate tievotion te tiemocraey. [n Luis ho nover
faltereti. Hie earliest verses were dedicatet te freodousi,
anti bis latest poen8 tisrci witls the caise deep eyruîpttly
with the cause cf the ctrtiggling muasses. lti serveti
tirocracy in the heurs cfliser tribulation, at a tiste wlseus
te serve ber w as treason, anti te praise bier wnîe blasplsensty.
Wben ail tise werlti seensetiagainst hier lie feariessly epraîsg
te tuer aide anti brougist aIl the splendid reseurces cf bis
intellect Lu lier service, 1ltwelcorîsed liser upricing is
Spain. He gloritieti lier revolution in Franice. lie extolleti
lier strumggle in Greeco, anti deontietiber character iii
Englauti. Lt is ou this acceunt perlitps that the warnsest
admsirera cf Shelley are generally fount ini the ranskccof the
frientis cf rogrese. LHe ionoureti temocracy mîiitant, anti
temocracy tritîsîsphant hereuirs Iii ; anti indeet it $centss
altogether itting, new tlîat freeton lias cerise te bier
ttsrone, that Shelley shoulti ho fire4t minstrel aLtChe court
cf lier mistress when he loveti with such passienate tievo-
tien in the ouou f lber tribulation.

The prosont century, piuticularly in iLs lator years, bias
doue great isenour te the name(,cf Shelley, huit yet we can-
net reati hie peems without beiug impresceti by the counvic-
tien tbat te other atnt happier ages will bc reserveti the
task cf renderng te binn thte full measure cf that hinnage
wbich is justly hic due. Tise years whicb have followed
bis death bave witnessed nîany a riuîsspl for the cause hoe
loveti. Demncracy is advancîssg day by day mucre swifttiy
on the pathe lie indicateti. [umanity already cees afar
the breaking cf the merning svhose brigbtness ho foresaiti4
but yet ocr light is tarkness anti our yeasrae mitinight
heurs compareti te the radiance cf the golden tiestiny whicb
hoe predicteti for the race hoe loveti. Anti when that des-
tiny ceases te becumore than a tireas, wlîen the sublime
reality cf that vast ideal dawmss ou the e.yes cof men, thon
enly wiIl Shelley ho truly known anti suprenisely honoureti.

Meanwhile at this, the iret century cf his.birth, teck-
ing back at tIhe vast change wlîich tinsse bas worked in pub-
lic opinion cencerning hinîs, anti at the universat hemage
that is uiow rentiereti te hic genius, we cannot but think
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