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foreiga trade," and to Il recover a proportionate participa-
tion la the ocean-carryin1g tracle of the worl(d." Tt is, of
ourse, possible that both these things may take place, but

to believe that they will foliow as the resultS of the oper-
ation of tbe McKinley Bill argues a sublime faith tbat tbe
opration of the ordinary laws of cause andI eflect will be
8uspended or roversed in tbe intorests of the great Republic.

IIElonestparagraph in the address, and theon ih

8i00, le that la wbicb the President discusses the Federal
Elections Bill, andI defende ln an elaborate argument the
right of tbe Federal tioverament to supervise Congressional
elections. "The need of sucb a law," tbe President says,

b as muanifesteci itself la many parte of the country," ant',
bie suggestiveîy addts, " its wbolesome penalties andI restraints
wil be useful lna al." The giet of bis argument la tbat the
COnstitutionalityof the law bias been atrirmed by theSupreme
Court, andt tat s0 far from being a new exorcise of Fzderal
Power, and ail invasion of the rigbts of States, it is directly
ia lino witb a number of messures of the same generali
character, by wbicb the Federal authorities have long
assertetI their rigbt of control over the details of Congres-
8ional electione. The cases apeciied certainly give somo
bogical -support to this contention. Noue the less we may
he suire that the Bi11 will mieet with most strennous antI
bitter opposition by tbe Democratic party. t la signifi-
cant that the Republican senators, foreseeing cltearly that
the g0 caîled " Force Bill " car, bho got through the chamber
onlY by the strong(eet exertion of party force, are said to
bave aîready prepared a plan by wbicb to effect sncbi
changes la tbe rmIes of the Sonate as may bo aecessary to
facilitate tb<,lr purposo andI prevent tbe successful use of
Obstructive or Il diatory " tactica. The quarrel le, in one
sen-40, a Purely domestic one, yet onlookers in other nations,
Who are watching the developmeat and trend of republican-
"'lu la the UJnited States, will scarcely fail to find in the
Passage of sucb a Bil a fresb indication of the tendency
towards centralization, which je seemingby one of the chief
dangers to wbicb deînocratic institutions are exposed.

TU 1E great victory gainod in the recent elections la Italy
by the party led by Premier Crispi may be regarded

as baving a two-foltI significance. It le, in the firat place,
anlotber severe blow to the bopes of the Catbolic party,
wbicbh ad for the firet plank la its platforni the rester-
ation to the Pope of bis dignity and autbority as a civil as
Well as spiritual sovereiga. The Papal Kingdom was to
comprise a territory to belong exclusively to tbe Pope'e
Jitriediction, andI to be administered eitber by himself in
Persan or bjy those to wbom ho might depute autbority.
Th' fact that Premier Crispi was able to secure the election
Of 8UPor la i four out of tise five constituencies into
wbh 11ttnie is tivided augure 111 for any early reetoration
of the temporal power. Again, Italy, like Greece, bias bier
niational aspirations, wbetted by the memnory of departed
glort05 At least there le a band of Irridentiste within
ber bottIers wbo are casting longing eyes acrose the Adni-
atic tO ,Tfrieste and the Istrian and Dalmatian coaste, wbich
are Peooped in part by mon of Italian stock andI
8Pech-, antI have some romote bistorical connoction witb
Itly, Considerabbe alarm bas been felt la Austria fromn
tinte to time lest the Irridontiet agitation should some day
ga1tb 0r sufficient trengtb to tbreaten these possessions.
The i (PPOsition lai ssiltl eu ocqei

t'1dway, witb Irridentiani, and evea Signor Crispi hlm-
self bad, at one time, been suspectod of maintaining a boss
reeOlte attitude towards it than itber Germaay or
A&u8tria could approve. The rocent visit of General Von
eaprivi, tbe German Chbancellor, to Milan, and hie very

Oteilrception by Premier Crispi, seemi to bave allayed

Sn ears that miglit ave been ntertained concrning
Crispi"s Prudence and pacific intentions. t le hiated,
ItIteee , that the German Chancellor may bave asked andI
reiyd from him satisfactory assurances in this regard.
e that as it may the most cordial relations seem to have

vi stbisld or confirmed during General Von Caprivi's
18t andI lie is believed to bave returned homo fully satis-

in'dl regard to the loyabty of the Italian Premier andI
overrusoîît, and the solidity of the triple alliance. Tbe

signal sticces of Signor Crispi at the pol bas therefore,
"0 dolti, had tbe effect of dispeling any fears that may
f ave arisen la eiter Germay or Antria as to popular
feelinlg tbrougbout the allietI kingdom.

OR , bow small a portion of eartb will bobtI us when we
reted, wbo ambitiously seek after the wbole world when
We~elivig.-PAilip, King û/ Macedon.

TRE FUTURE 0F (JANADA-I.

XJC H bas beon written andI spoken on the abave theme,f
I11 but the last word bas not been said, antI wlll not ho
for many a long day. As time rolîs on, and circumetances,a
like the fabled form of Protons, are ever cbanging, opinionsa
modify, antI cbaotic theosies take on deinite shape. Iti
muet ho obvious to aIl tbougbtful and observant minds
that no satisfactory forecast of the future of Canada bast
yet been matIe. Every plan suggested bas its radical antI
fatal defecte, antI xe are lef t to ask "Wbitber are we
drifting? " That we are drifting, that our position in not1
one that bas the element of permanence la it, le quite
obvions ; but nieither of the landing places yot suggested
seeme to possees the characteristics of that Il quiet hayon 1
wbere we wonld h."

Our present colonial status is not satiefactorv. We
feel that we have outgrown it ; antI are quabified for larger
antI better thinge. Tbe place la too strait for us. We
want andI must have more elbow-room ; not as to landed I
area (we bave ahuntIance of that), but la the direction of1
self-government antI national indepeudence. XVe are tied i
by too many leading-strings to Britain, andI dearly as wei
love our niother, determined as we are to dling to bier, we feel
that sho muet engtben our tether, antI give us more coin-
plete mastery of ourselves than we bave at present. Largeo
as le our heritage of liberty, it le rather tîtat of the ruiner
than that of the fnll-grown man. But wben the feeling
that we are too mucb Ilcribbed, cabined, antI confined"
comea over us, we are in danger of too hastily assuming 1
tbat we possees ail the birthrigbt of freedoni tîsat is possible
to us while Britisb connection le maintained. That this1
ia a iiiistake, we shahl try to show later on ; meantime, it1
may be well to glance at somo of the radical and fatal1
defecte of those plans for our future, the suggestion ofi
wbicb bas grown ont of diesatiafaction witb our preseat. 0

Canadian independence is one of tbem. [t le the noti
unnatural aspiration of young Canada, whicb, like Long-i
fellow's1

Youth who bore through snow and ice
A baniner with titis strange device-

ie eager to scale the Alpine heigbts with an entbusia8tic
ardour wbicb doos not pause to coneider the perils of the
bof ty altitude songbt to be reaohed. We are not yet stmong
enough to venture on independence. Lt le boset witb
rieke, wbicb, if we are wise, wo shall decline to take at
prosent. Our coafederation of provinces le too loosely-
jointed; it le not yet flrmly enougb kait together to make
the experiituent of independence a safe one. We cannot
stand the cost of an army andI navy, or tbe varions other
expenise incident to a fully-fledged nationality. XVe are
deeply la debt already, in consequence of expeases necessi-
tated by our rapid growtb, antI muet bave time to rocover
our breath, antI recruit our rosources, before we venture
ont fartber into the financial tIeep. Retrenchamont andI
econonîy are tise duties of the bour, antI mu8t ho practised
if we are to prosper. Beside ahI titis, our close antI peculiar
juxtaposition to the groat Republic rendors independence
bazardons. Wbile the bnbk of the people of tise United
States caat rno covetous eyes acrose our borders, their
poiticiane bave a greed of ternitory, andtI tink it the
"lmanifest detiny " of Canada to become, sooner or lator,
part andI parcel of the UnitedI Statea. Not until the
Monroe doctrine is abandoned hy American statesmen antI
politicians wiIl it ho safe to talk about an independent
Canada. Our neigbhbours across the linos are individually
frienidby with us, but there was more tmuth thaii poetry la
Hon. O. NMowat's remark la a speech not very long since,
that, as a nation, tbey are hostile to ne. Mr. Blaine's ill-
concealed angor that Canada ebonîd ho treated as a party
entitled to a voice la tise Behring Sea negotiations dis-
closed a spirit which migbt easily make demontrations of
a troublesome kind were we a solitary and nnprotected
people. La sncb a defencelese condition, it woubd ho easy
to fiad or make a pretext for the appropriation of thie
country.

Imperial Foderation bas been proposed. andI pictured
forth in briliant cobours as the grand panacea for our
political i11e. There is no deaying that, la some aspects
of it, the tIream is a pleasing one, but a dream it is, not
ikeby, or possible, to ho ever materialized. Lt implies a

central parliamrent, witb representatives fromn aIl parts of
the British Empire. Upwards of six hundred members
are needed to represent the constitucacios of Great Britain
in tbe Englisb House of Commone. How many would it
require for the whobe Empire to ho represented 'It
wonld ho indeed an unwieldy sbip of stato-a political
Great Eastern-wbicb no statesman8bip coubd navigate.
There are limite to the size of governing bodies, as well as
to practicalby navigable vessels. As the Great Eaatern
exceeded the sliip brut, so wonld the Groat Central Par-
iament of Imperial Federation transcend the limite of a
egisative body. Thon the intereste would ho so mubti-

fanions and conflicting, that sucb a Parbiament woubd have
to ho la session ail tbe time, and its work wonld ho nover
done. Moreover, ail the representatives froin outeide the
iltigbt ittle island " wonbd ho representatives of colonies,
antI so tbe colonial statu.s would ho crystallized into
permanence. "lDeelmable, if practicable," le the beet that
can ho said about Imperial Federation, andt tat Ilif," like
many another, is a fatal one.

Annexation le another cure-ail which bas been pre-
scibed, antI it le curions witb wbat fluctuations of opinion
it le alternateby advocated andI denounced la varions
quarters. There are, no doubt, many Canadians ta be

found, wbo, if they spoke out their secret thought, would
express themselves as favourable to this forecast of our
future. But there le somptbing in the very air of our fre
country that represses and rebukes the idea. The public
and stisl more the private, sentiment of our people ie
against it. It la useless to pooli pooh this feeling, and say
it is nothing but sentiment. If thstre is anytbing mightier
in this world than sentiment, what is it ? Only the power
that creates aiid sustains it. And what is that î

The very power that nuulds a tear,
And bids it triekie fron, iti3 source.

It is resistiess in its operation, for
That power preserves the earth a sphere,
And guides the planets in their course.

Every fibre of a truly British heart rebels against annexa-
tion. The U. E. Loyaliste from out their gory graves,
though dead yet speak, ani forbid the bans ! The colonists
who won this fair domain froni secession and spoliation,
who planted and defended the British flag in these northern
chines, left, as a sacred legacy to their cbildren, an inheri-
tance never to hc alienated, and there blends evermore witb
their memories a feeling not to be uprooted, wbich ie
determinately averse to the banding over of this great
Dominion to the dominance of the Stars and Stripes. If
this sentiment had no living root it might be extorminated,
but it is the top-growtb and fair blossoming of a tap-root
which ie too deep-down and too strongly.imbedded in the
soul to be got rid of. It le the outcoine of conviction that
Republican institutions are too loose and vague in their
influence on the human mind to ensure the highest forai
of national tability and prosperity ; and that a constitu-
tional înonarchy, wisely limited, is invested with charac-
teristics of steadiaess andl permanence sncb as do not
helong to any development of republicanismn the world bas
ever seen. The immense patronage in the bande of an
executive having only a brief terni of power ; ite irre-
sponsibility to the people while in office ; the quadrennial
upheaval of the whole nation to elect its chief magistrate;
the olective judiciary - the power of the miobccracy:- the
constant under-working of secret politicisl leagues; and
many other evils that csnnot bore be enumerated, have
created a deeply-seated preference for British institutions,
such that no temptation of temporary commercial advan-
tages le at aIl likely to distiirb. Witbout dlaim to
propbetic mantde or ken, one inay safely predict that
Canada will neyer be annexed to the UJnited States.

PARISIAN LITERARY NOTES.

HIsToIRE DU PEUPLE 1)'ISRAEL. By Ernest IRenan.
(C. Lovy,) This is the third volume of the work on wbich
M. Renan bas been engaged for six yoars. The second
appeared tbree years ago. The fourth and concluding
volume will comprise the history of tbe Asmonéens, the
name given to the Maccbabees fromn their origin-town,
Asmon, which belonged to tbe tribe of Simoon. That
volume will thus bridge the cycle between ancient J udaiem
andI the Vie du Jé8us. To criticize the erudition of M.
Renan, one must be a Renan. To estimate bis pbilosophy,
to weigb bis conclusions, to examine bis style, these are
within the province of every intelligent pergoii. Lt muet
ho borne la mind by those wbo dissent from the great
writcr that ho beaves aothing to chance. There je no
diecamping " of work with Renan. For months hoe will
be occupied investigating autboritiee and methodizing bis
notes ; aext, be will write out tbe book la bis head, and
when theso are accomplished, ho retires to bis country
residence la Bretagn e, witb the Atlantic Ocean for land-
acape, andI commuts to pape~r wbat hie prodigious memory
bas magazined. Thon lho returas to Parie, bande the
manuecript to hie publisher, andI next hoe massacres the
printers by exacting as many as sevonteen proofs.

Not content witb theso precautione andI conscieatioue
minuteness, M. Renan bege the reador to romembor that
tbe formation of judgments upon mon is only possible la
tbose historic periods, rich ia documents andI close to our
own times. AndI oven then illusions are possible, so that
each phrase of bis book ougbt to ho qualified by a
Ilperbape." The more of the latter the reader employs
the botter (writes M. Renan) wîll my thougbts be under-
stood. Many wbo read Renan's books admire, meditate,
andI hoki their tongue. That attitude will ho more than
ever observed on the present occasion. Tho second volume
terminated at the struggle betwoen the two peoplos wbich
formed Palestine-Judah and Jeracl. The third volume
opene after the destruction of Samaria. The kingdom of
Judab now rentame alone. Jerusalom subsiste, andI witbin
its walls le conceatrated all the moral life of the Jewe.
Social and moral problems crystallize into a fixed religion,
not of a local, but of a universeal character, and hegets the
Prophets. But wbat triWuations are in store for that
little people, wbat martyrs muet bie sacrificed ere events
synthesize and bloseom into the Advent of Christ.

Jerusalem, though conqueror of Samaria, ie doomed to
experience bier fate. The people of Israel wereled captive
to Nineveh ; now the Jews will bo led captive to Babylon,
for the supremacy of the East bas passed from Nineveh to,
Babylon. This captivity was in a certain moasure profit-
able to Judaism ; it bumbled the pride of the captivee,
wbo formed the elite of the nation ; it compelled them to
keep alive the ideas sown by Isaiab, andI to maintain the
sources of pity, humility andI faitb perennial, by cor-
responding with their poor co-religionise lef t behind.
The exiles were maintained in touch with the poor, taught


