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;I'he Progress of Heath-
“enism.

Catholic Times.

In a recent issue of “The Rock” tle
sditor, who, apart from his fierce anti-
Catholic prejudices, seems to us to he
both straightforward and candid, pub-
lishes a leading article on “Our Home
Heathen,” 1u the course of it the writ-
er, after deploring thiat the proportion of
the people who attend a place of worship
even ovce on a Sunday 18 small and de-
ereasing, uses these remarkable words :
*In this Eagland of ours, at the end of
this century, so marked by advance in
all directions, there are millious upon
millions a8 utterly unsaved as the wild-
st savage roaminyg the forests of Afriea.”
We agree with the editor of *“The Rock”
in the opinion that a spirit of the most
absolute religious indifference is growing
amonyst the inhabitanis of this country.
For the most part the Protestants pay no
regard to religious functions, many of
them, whilst neglecting services and ser-
mons, betrayinz the keenest interess in
the results of foot-ball matehes and horse
races. Probably, too, & very large num-
ber of them are really, as “The Rock” de-
elares, heathen. never having been bap-
tised. No doubt there are in England
some millions of earnest Christians, The
Rituwaliatic churches are in yarions places
well filled ; there is a considerable per-
sentage of zealous Evangelicaly ; and the
Catholics are steadily advaucing,
eon the whole the outlook for Christiani-
ty, judged by the astitade of the popula-
tion generally, is far from encouraging..
The absence of dogmatic and detinite
teaching, firstin the Established Church,
shen in the Dissenting sects, and above
allin the Board schools, is gradually
Jeading to the abandonment of Clris-
tianity by the nation.

The same cause is producing a like
effoct in France. We have within the
past few days been slartled by reading
an article publishied in the Paris «Veri-
te” with regard to the spiritual condition
of the parisn of Notre Dame de la Croix,
Menilmoncant. Toe district under the
sharge of the parish priest contains a
popalation of sixty thiousand souls, con-
sisting mostly of workers and their fami-
lies, From investigations which have
been made it has been found that of the
sixty thousand scarce two thousand dis-
eharge the essential religious duties of a
Christian and that a fourth of the chil-
dren have not been bapiised. That isto
8ay, a fourth of the children are growing
up as heathens. The revelation is one
which gives rise to depressing thoughts,
for, unhappily, the state of affairs dis-
elosed is not confined to Menilmmontant.
The statistics of many other parishes in
Paris, are, the editor of “La Verite” has
ascertained, equally indicative of prac-
Sical paganism. So that we are forced
%o conclude that the Holy Sacrament of
Bafism is never administered to a
fourth of the children of Paris. Figures
which have been pablished at Lyons
tell the same tale. or present astill worse
record for that city, and tbere is ounly
%00 much reason to fear that no better
account caun he given of centres of popu-
lation such as Marseilles, Bordeaux, and
Toulouse. “The sad truth is” observes
“La Verite,” “that France is being de-
ehristianised. and at the present rate the
process will scarcely take 4 great many
years.” It appears that never at any
former period during the existence of
Christianity in France have the statis-
tics with regard to bap tisms been 80 al-
arming. Even during the years imme-
diately following the wreat Revolutiom
the children were taken to the churches
to be baptised, thoogh their fathers
might have beeu bitterly hostile to reli-
gion. Aund all who are famijjar with
French life know that till g compara-
tively recent period even in the most ir.
religious districts the women and c¢hjj.
dren were attentive to their religious qu-
ties, whatever might have been the gep.
timents of the fathers and the sons who
had reached the age of maturity. The
last censns of the population, in which
were given statistics as to the religions
practices of the different denominations,
showed only a very small minority of
non-Catholics.  But in fiffeen years the
entcome of the anti-Catholic policy of
the different Ministries and the working
of the laicisation Acts has been disas-
trous. The new generations, having
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been trained in schools whergin they
receivel no knowleigd of Gd, are
bringing up their chiidren as nagauns,
The legson to be drawn from what is
happening in France ahould be taken to
heart by the Christians of every conntry.
Freneh Catholics are begiuning to prove
that they are alive to it, and recognise
that their political enemies huve tos lonyg
been allowed to pursne a nefariogis poli-
cy without any well-orzanised opposi-
tion. The attempts made to damage
the Church and rob the people of tierr
faith were strongly denounnced, but little
more was done to render their etfsrts
nugatory. They captured the woiking
classes by brilliant promises, never, of
course,to be fulfilled. 1'he whole muachin-
ery of local government got into their
hands and they utilized it to win popu-
larity amongst the masses. Nearly every
prefect hecame an agent for the promo-
tion of their electoral strength. By such
metbods they were enabied to gain suc-
cess after success at the poll and to make
their hold of political power secure. With
the command of & vagt majority of the
votes of the electors, they were ina po-
sition to carry ous their anti-Catholi¢ de-
gigns without meeting with any effective
resistance. Priests and nang were expell-
ed from their hotnes, from public insti-
tutions, and from the schools. The elec-

tors who sowed the wind by placing men |

of this type in power are now reaping
the whirlwind. The principles of Chris-
tianity and the faithful who professed
them were held up to scorn, ridicule,and
batred; and as a consequence scandals
in political life have become alarmingly
frequent. So much 8o that in France men
are now complaining that never during
the worst of the monarchical regimes
was there such palpable evidence of cor-
rup-lon. A favourable opportunity is

"offered to the Catholics, and it18 to be

hoped they will avail themselves of it 1o
the fullest extent. Following the direc
tions of the Sovereign Pontiff, they
should make it make it their aim to
purify the Government of the - Republic,
and this can only be done by thorough-
ly organizing their forces in the various
constituencies. Side by side with a cam-
paign amongst the electorate special
measures should be taken for parochial
evangelization such as are adopted at
Menilmontant. It will thus be possible
to roll back the tide of infidelity and
indifference. We too in this country
have to fight againt the progress of the
same evil, and it were well if all Chris-
tians bore in mind that it can be success-
fully combated only by imparting de-
finite religious teaching in the schools as
well as in the churches.
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Donations for Masses.

—————

Western Watchman,

The Supreme Court of Kansas has just
delivered a decision on the validity of
bequests for Masses which shows how
rapidly the American mind is veering
around to a brualer and more Catholic
view of the rights of conscience. This de-
cision coincides exactly with many others
that have been handed down by the
supreme courts of other states in the past
few years. :

The arguments heretofore relied on to
defeat bequests bf this character have
been borrowed from the dismalest an-
nals of English jurisprudence, when it
was an axiom of ¢nurch and state law that
everything favorable to Catholics or the
CatholicjCnurch must in the very nature
of things be wrong; that if unassailable
on any other ground,it could at all events
be shown to be “contra bonos mores.” In
those days it was not diffieult to prove that
the Mass was a superstitious cecemony;
and now our cheap lawyers find their
briefs already made up by Engiish decisi-
ous;they plead that dead people are ghosts
and cannot be the beneficiaries of a trust,
and the service enjoined is superstitions.
The American people have a juster con-
ception of religion than the Elizabethan
lawyers and judges; and the more fully
realize that a man’s religion is his own
and can concern nobody elsesave where
it conflicts with public morals or the
rights of others.

It is proper here to say something a-
bout stipends for Masses. It takes money
to get Masgses said. This schks Protes-
tants aud not a few (atholics who are
already shuaky on their theological pins.
Why have people Masses said? It is be-
cause they want to offer them to God.

Why do they want to offsr them t9G ) 1?
Because the Muass is a sacrifice, and Go
ig pleased with sacrifice. Not only is
it a sacrifice, bug it is the one great Sa-
crifice of the New Law, the clean obla-
tion that has taken the place of all the
sacrifices of the Old Lw, Men who have
displeased God by sin  str.ve to make
reparation by good works: and the best
of all good works i3 the work of Jesus
Christ on the Crogs, which the Church
does again and again ipn the Mass in
commemoration of Him. Tue Mass is
God’s work, and God’s greatest work.

Ordinary people canuot celobrate Mass.
[t takes priests to dy it. To have a M iss
offered up you mast get a prielt to do it
That is their exclasive otfice. To that
were they ordained. Yon must have an
altar too. You must have also sacred
vesiments, Finally you wnst have or-
dinarily a church, and  lizits and bread
and wine, and acolyte and sexton. It
you are to have a Masg offered up for
you, il will be necessary for you to put
all these agencies in mation. You muast
contribute money. Tuat is your part.

Yes, money. Money buys wine. Mo-
ney paystor flour, Mouey bailds ¢hurche
es. Mouey buys bells, Moaey builds
and adorns altars. Money places meat
on the priest’s table and pays for his
sacred vestnents. Money hires sextous.

No place in all the broad earth does the
jirigle of Mouey souud aweeter or more
becomingly ihian on the marbles of the
sanctuary. God says: “the go!d is mine;
the silver is mine.” He gives it to the
laity. They make it by iadustry and
trade. The priests are inhibited from
entering thhe money getting avocations.
They are to offer sacrifices and serve at
the altar, and S+, Paulsays:*‘those who
serve at tue altarsbaillive by the altar.”
Money is uot the condition, but it is the
contingen. of the sacrifice.

Tire Chnreh has taken ample precan-
tion to safeguard the M 38 o the sus-
picion of sordid motive. In most coun-
tries of Euarope the mouey contingent of
a4 Mass ranges from fifty tu twenty cents.
This is all the priest gets as his personal
8apport, and it must cover all incidental
expenses as well. Iu this country the
“honorarium”—for that is the name the
Churcn gives this stipend—is one dollar,
and gixty times a year the parish priest
must offer up the Mass for ail the people
of his congregation without any honora-
riaw, The ministry of the Catholic
Ctiareh is the grandest in the world, and
the most poorly paid. The proper sala
ry of a priest is what he receives for his
daily Mass, and few can keep even that.
Their arms are uplilted for the people,as
were those of Moses on the mountain ;
but tihhey must be supported, as bis were,
or they will fall.
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Isit A Miracle?

Remarkable Cute of a Sister in
Clevelad —The Doctor’s Tesa
timony.

Cleveland Univer.

Very frequently of late has the press
of this country been called upon to pul.-
lish reports of seemingly miraculons
cures. In the totsl of five orgix that
have been noticed <uring the past six
months there i8 none which presents
more convincing evidence of supernatural
intervention than that of a religious in
oue of Cleveland’s charitable institutions.
Last October the subject of the mirgculous
intervention was injured in a colligion
between a vehicle in which ghe was
riding and a Woodland avenne motor,
Her rigth arin was badly sprained and
the ligaments torn and ghe guffered
intense and constant pain in the member
for nearly two months. In gpite of the
carefnl attention of several physicians,
including some of the most eminent
members of the medical profession in
the city, she received no relief. A few
days before Christmag the attending
physician announced that it would be
several months before thie Sigter could
hope to regain the use of the arm.

She had recourse to prayer. A novena
in honor of a saintly misgionary who
died a few years ago, & martyr to zeal 1n
the wilis of Africa, was begun on Decem-
ber 15, in the hLope that through his
intercession the injured member might
be restored. On December 21 the pain
was 8o excruciating that the patient
asked permission of her superior to have
her arm opened and & portion of the bone

removed in the helief that the operation
would give relief. The request was not
eranted and the Sigter was sent to the
ctiapel to pray, While engaged in pour-
ing out her Leart in earnest petitions to
the Almighty the Sister experienced a
sndden cessition of pain, the first in
months, and the same day ghe rezained
perfect use of the member. The swelling
and inflammation disappeare.] and in a

few hours there was not a veatige of the |

injiry left.  Nor has thiere been the
slightest indication of a return of the
trouble since.

Dr. William Clark, one of the attending
physicians in the case makes the follow-
lng' statement:

“Ihave been requested to make a state-
ment concerning the sudden case of Sis-
ter-—, whom I attended from October
30 to December 22, 1897, for a very bad
sprain of her wrist, by being injured by
& motor car of the Woodland avenue
line. The sprain was a very bad one,
the ligaments of the wrist being badly
torn; there was much swelling and great
pain from the time of the accident up to
the time she suddenly got well.

“Some weeks after the accident we had
a consultation with Dr. C. B. Parker, and
he united with me in the opinion that it
would be at least from two to three
months before she would be able to use
her hand.

“Some days after that she came to my
office, being able to use her band just as
well as before the accident ; the swelling
had disappeared and the pain also; the
hand looked certain'ly as well &3 the
other,

“the made the statement that the cure
was the result of 2 novepa made to some
person whom she supposed was a saint
in Heayen, judging from his boly life
and the circumstances of his death.

“I am not a believer in modern mira-
cles to any extent, and I wonld ascribe
tiiis cure to some nataral law or combina-
tion of circamsiances,did 1 know of any,
Buat I do not. I cangive no rsason why
thig wrist shonld get well 5o saddenly or
8o much short of the tnuae I expected,
and I will state that it is contrary to the
laws of medicine that it should happen
80. ,

“Whether this is the result of a direct
intervention of God 1 leave others to
say.”
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NINETY-EIGHT,

Dublin Nation.

The Ninety-Eight Centenary move-
ment grows apace in Dublin. Nog long
ago a splendid meeting was held at 90
James’ street. Its object was the forma-
tion of an Usher’s Quay branch of the
organisation. In Dublin all political dif-
fereiices have been sunk, at any rate
amongstthe people. Nationalists of all
sections have decided that this is an
oreasion for the digplay of genuine nati-
onal gentiment. In doing 8o they have
shown their good sense, and their goo{
taste, also. By raising the inovement
above party they have given evidence
of a sound conception of genuine patrio-
tism. Irighmen who loye tleir country
and desire to see it respected wi)l rejoice
to 'see their countrymen thys riging,
when occagion offers, ahove sectional
differences. There can no longer be the
least doubt that the whcle country will
join in 4 unanimous demonstration to
bonour the memory of the soldiers of
civil and religions liberty who died a
bundred years ago. The overw helming
majority of Natioualists in Iretand to-day
have no sywpathy with extra-constitu-
tional measures. Bat no Irishman with a
grain of manhood in his composition can
hesitate to honour hig countrymen who
died for their ideal, In ihat ideal there
was nothing ignoble. Let the worst be
gaid of it, and by no harder word than
visionary ean ii be described. At any
rate, they loved their country. They
fought for her to the best of their ability.
They were beaten, but they died fight-
ing. We can all be proud of their pluck,
and Lonour them for it, and show the
next generation of I[rishmen that
though their fattiers  were constitution-
alists, they nevertheless revered the
courage of the men who had preferred
tbe logic of the sword.
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Rev. Father LuRue, 8. J., sang High
Mass last Sunday at the lmmacalate
Conception.

lelly-fish Gatholics.

Every man, according to an old phi-
losophier, hag in hig make-up something
of the lower creation. Thus we find in
some men all the qualities of the lion,
while others evildence the characteristics
of the tiger, and still others betray the
traits which sta:up the 0x. How miash
trath therer may he i Uit tueory we do
not know, but we do kinow thal tiere
are many Catholics who possess every
qualification wh c.. is popularly ascribed
to thejelly-fish.

What their place i3 in the scheme of
salvation only the Lord kunows; their
position in the Catholic Church ias
always been a mystery to us. Tuey
appear to be too much afraid of man to
confess their faith and too much afraid
of the devil to desert it. They appurent-
ly belongto a body which calls itself the
Chureh Militant, yet their whole life is
an apolozy and their tongue has*‘excuse
me” always dribbling from its tip. They
claim feliowship in a gociety which has
never been known to be afraid from the
day that Peter and Johu confronted the
Sanhedrim with the reply, “We mnst
obey Giod rather than man,” down o the
days when Pius and Leo XI1I met the
victorious Italiuns with their imniortal
Non possumus; and yet, like their proto-
type, they are aiways in a tremble and
their mental autitude to the worll is
“Please let us exist.”

The jelly-fish Catholic is usually very
refined and excessiveiy sensitive. His
abiding horror 13 to be counted among
the Pope’s Irish, and the burr of the
brogue in the pulpit sends cold shivers
down his spine. He siill calls himself g
Catholic, though his views of Ifie ure as
expansive as the landscape at the bottom
ofa well. And he imagines that he is
traly  religious, thoagh his feelings
uever are strong euough to tuke the
carefully pressed crease out of his inex-
pressibles,

His religion is of the mild and  suoth-
ing character. 'I'ue Caurcu of wuivh he
claims to be a member has never niiciced
dogma and hus set her face like iiing
againgt kings and people when principle
was at stake. Not 80 with the jelly. fish
Cattiolie. He does not know snougl to
delead the tenets uf his faith and his
factic mind agrees with the latest speaker.
Whien of the feminine yender, the jelly-
fish Catholic circalates around to all the
preachers and grows sentimental at 4ny
and every tiresoms and labored string
of platitudes.

The brotherhool of man is as hlessed
a word as Mesopoiamia in the mouth of
the jelly-fish,and one cannot wderstand
why the Churcn is o uppish to these
dear good meu who look so sweet and
speak so fuir. One of the greatest trials
of the feminine jelly-fish is to meet &
Catholic who knows the Catholic religion
and who is not afraid to stand up for it.
The infallibity of the Pope grates upon
her ears and the doctrine of eternal
punisbhmen: leaves a bad taste in her
wouth. -

Times like the present try the rudi-
mentary soul of the jelly-fish\ Catholic.
Anything like plain speaking offends bLis
caltured taste. It ig so ungentlemanly
to call a 8pade a spade. That the Church
should dare come out of the catacombs
almost brings on a fit of nervous pros-
tration. That a Catholic should resent
the caluinnies cast upon his Church and
on his people is to the jelly-fish an
evidence of shocking bad taste, and he
appeals with a “please-don’t-wake-the-
baby” air to those who are not minded
to let ingults pass by unresented.

We don’t inginuate for a moment that
these invertebrate Christians may not
be good living people and Catholics after
a sort, but “they are not of the seed of
the Man by whom salvation was wrougl
in Tsrael” In religion, as in everythin
else, back-bone counts. The Catho)
who knows his faith and who is ¢
afraid to defend it wil} always be
pected. Men love sincerity, and,althoug
involuntarily, they will acknowledge t}
power of trath.- The Church and he
children have nothing to gain in t}
country by mincing dogmas or allowi
calumny to go unrebuked.

“Truth,” said the old poets is nak
She is not made more attractive by
bing her in mist. Right is right,no matter
bhow contested, and right is never won
by tamely submitting to wrong.—Monitor.
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