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has been aimed at than to direct attention to th'ése_Seveial’
topics, and. to offer a few suggestions.” Let them be
.taken for what they are worth. If they shall serve to
quicken the féligious life, to awaken the slumbering en-
ergies, 't0  show the necessity of a stronger faith; and
‘gr'ééte’r 'CO‘u'ra'gé, ‘and an increase of ime'relig’ioﬁs know-
“ledge; in our churches,-—— if they shall tend to, promote
union and :¢o-operation, and to cotrect faults in reoard to
some practlca.l matters, which- are qmte too common, ‘and
of no small importance, — they will have accomplished
* all of which they were intended. Bit \vhether they do
this or not, the words of the Apostle may have a ﬁttmg
application : « If there be any vntue, and if there be any.
: pralse, think on these things. -
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THE RELATION BETVVEEN POETRY AND
- WORSHIP. -

. BY REV. JAMES MARTINEAU.

‘WorsHrP is an attitude which our nature assumes, 20t
joi_ a purpose, but f(ém an emotion. Whenever it is gen-
" uine, it is the natural and spontaneous utterance of a mind

possesssd by the conception of the infinite relations in
which we stand, and aspiring towards 4 point of view
‘worthy of their solemnity. And though it breathes forth
‘the deepest and greatest of desires, it is essentially an
end and not 2 means ; and, like the embrace of friendship,
or the kiss of domestic affection, loses all its 1eaning,
when adopted from conviction of its ;easohaBlene_ss, or
with & view to personal advantage. Those ‘Whp_ ask, or



