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MONTREAL LIGHTING QUESTION.

Light, Power and Heat Company Alone in the Field—
How the Robert Syndicate Backed Out—Street
Railway’s Freight Traffic.

Monetary Times Office,
Montreal, October 15th.

The curtain has risen upon another act of the farce of the
Montreal electric lighting franchises. Previously it ‘appeared
that after years of fighting the Power Company was opposed
by a competitor which had obtained access to the streets,
had obtained a franchise at lower terms than the Power
Company was willing to accept, and which, unlike all pre-
vious competitors, was unable to in any way amalgamate with
the Power Company. Montrealers thought that at last they
had been for all time delivered from the power of a lighting
monopoly. The true situation is now revealed, and they stand
face to face with a worse situation than before.

The street lighting contract with the Montreal Light,
Heat and Power Company expires at the end of the present
year, and the only company which can supply this light is
the Power Company. There is now no alternative, nor is
there any reason to suppose that any serious rival to the com-
pany will appear for many years to come. The company 1is
now receiving $6o per light per annum for street lighting, and
it proposes to raise this price to $75 per annum. It informs
the city that if the contract is not arranged for in good time
the lights will be turned off and the streets left in darkness at
the sound of the New Year’s bells. The wonder is that the
company does not ask for more. The previous contract was
for considerably more than the price now asked, and the com-
pany never had the city so completely at its mercy as it has
now. The city may feel itself well treated if the company lets
it off on as good terms as those asked.

Responsibility of the Voters.

Montrealers are asking who is to blame for the situation.
They are generally told that they themselves are, inasmuch

~ as they have the vote and should exercise it to place in power

aldermen with the necessary ability and willingness to carry
out the will of the voter and place the city in the position of
control. An answer more useful to monopoly was never in-
vented.

The affairs of the Power Company have been constantly
before the attention of Montrealers for many years past. The
organization of the Lachine Power Company, its opposition to
the Montreal Light, Heat and Power Company, the mocdifica-
tion of its declaration that it .would not sell out to that com-
pany and its eventual sale, thus removing the only real
opponent the Power Company ever had, are occurrences
mainly of the last decade. The Power Company itself had
only recently been formed of the previously existing lighting
companies. This amalgamation, together with the addition of
the Lachine Company, removed all effective competition, and
gave the opportunity for the injection of profuse quantities
of water into the stock of the consolidation. As to the mak-
ing of the present lighting contract, the Power Company
had tendered at around $9o, or very little reduction on the
previous contract. Another tender was put in at less than

$60. The Power Company revised its tender to $60 and got

the contract.
Other Offer Has Been Accepted.

Some few years ago the agitation for the renewal of that

contract began. Opposition developed from several sources,

the most serious of which was the Robert Syndicate.  This

_syndicage obtained a lease on the Beauharnois Canal power,
into. which l_ease_thg Dominion Government introduced a pro-
vision, making it impossible for the holders to amalgamate

with any other company, or combine with them in the matter

of rates.
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