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TYTE HARDWARE TRADE.

Dulring the course of the present year fears hav
een expressed on miore than one occasýion byN ny il,
1 e trade whlo are conservative, tliouIgh not pessimistie,
tat the autumin of this year wvould showv a consider-
)le falling off in hardware activity. The grouinds
Don which their fears were miainly baNed, the grow-
g uneasiness in the United States, have to sotte eNc-
u t been realized, for there is little doubt that the
Étiation across the line is by no mneans so proinising

was the case a year ago, and the iron trade, which
often looked upon as the commiercial baromieter of

is continent, bias for somne timne past been especially
it of gear. Nevertheless so far as Canada is con-
mcnd, the prophesied slackness of trade whichi was
corne about October, did not miake its appearance.

unay be admlitted that the quantity oi goods sold so
- thia fafl lias not been greater than 'last year ; but it
certainly true that it shows. no diminution.

Even iron whicb, as' nentioned above, bias falien
vleso -materially ln the States, is holding its own

niy welI here, and though prices bave litle of that

strengtlx and buoyancy which distinguished themn fot
so niany months ago, it is believed that the broad-
based consumption ini this country wîli be sufficient to
keep up with the suppiy for some time to corne. 0f
course, shouid the situation across the border become
really bad, prices xviii lix? affected sympathetically here,
espcially if the Amnericans do much of their weil-
known dumping process in the Dominion: but we
think the bridge is stili sorte distance away and the
trade necd flot cross it until it is reached. At any
rate, constant taik about coming hard times is liable-
to do more harmi than good, and largcly to produce
the very cvii which is feared. So far, the demand for
pig iron bas been, for ail practical purposes, so nearly
equal to the supply, that we would flot be surprised
in the event of heavy buying ahead, which, however,
it uîust be confessed is a-n unilikely contifngenicy, to se
a difficuilty in keeping Up wvith orders. Ini bar iron,
business keeps up pretty wull, thoughi so-me slighit
cutting in prices hias been indulged in this month.
Most ordcrs arc at $1.95, though quotations stand
for $2 or even a little higlher. lu black shects and
Canada plates a good trade is going on, while the de-
mand ou the part of the building trades for galvaized,
sheet iron, may be described as particularly good. As
regards tin and copper, it inay be said that they have
bothi reached a normal basis of value, and the move-
nit is very fair. Zinc and lead are improving.

As to, the trade in ordinary sheif and miscelklneouls
hardware, certaînly no complaint can justly be miade.
AIl seasoniable goods, such as gunis and ammuniiition,
s;(e-gh is, skates, traps, cuttcry, and so forth, aire
being asked for and shippeIl out in large quantities.
Most ]*nes of nails and other hardware required in
building are in good demnand. A steady trade is be-
ing donc i window glass, although in Monitreal it is
claimied thiat somec reduction ini price cani soiiietimes
be obtained upon large orders. Plumbiug supplies
aire meeting with good enquiries; and brass goods
esp;Iecially are in request. There have been some pretty
hieavyý importations of cernent from the United States
Iately, indicatinig activity in construction, and domiestie
mianuifacturers are a little easier in their quotations.
Screw manuifacturers are rushied with orders, while Ili
rivets, nus and boîts, trade continues bteady. One
featuire worthi noting this faîl ils the almiost uipre-
cedetntedl call for stoves and furnaces, the miakers of
whiichi are almost hopelessly behind in thieir orders.
This is flot so much the fault of thecir mnethods, 2s of
the labor troubles during the course of hast summiiier.
Retaihers, too, have put off sending in their orders un-
til the hast possible mnoment, wvith the present con-
gestion -as a res-uit. Now they are indulging in scrî-n
mages to, get their own special tieeds executed before
those of others.

THE ONTARIO TOBACCO CROP.

Having. seen somne dagago a communication onT
the subject of leaf tobacco iu the counties 'of Essex
and Kent, forwarded to the Mail and Empire. stating
thiat the crop of leaf in those counities would not he
more than i,000,o00 pounds, instead Of 3,0oo,oooopouinds previouisly estimnated, we wrote todiern
points in those counties, askinig about the truith of the.


