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NOTE AND COMMENT.

1Ii n soldeir tries to console himself
with the thought that it matters not if
b i~ absent, romebody will take hix place,
he iz grossly neglecting his duty. TFur-
ther,

erain sway in one instance, may hold xway

thix indifference, if permitted to

in wnother, as for example, when  this
snme member is called temporarily toe
perform another’s duties.  No battalion
or organization can continue to prosper
the

unless component elements of the

sam*  have united  carnest  interest

ia its welfare ; and no battalion can con-
tinue to have a prosperous carcer unless
i*s members feel a  deep jnterest in its
prosperity.  Regular attendance, better
than anything elzse, will tend to strength-
on the interest, and this is the first atep
toward securing regularity at drill and
nll else pertaining to the welfare of the

hattalion and company.

Whenever is tiis [arce of ignoring the
graduates of the Roeyal Militnry College
in making appointments to the permancut
force to stop?  We had fondly hoped that
we had about seen the end of this inex-
pressibly absurd practice when we had
the assurance that the General Officer
Communding had expressed himseldf in fav-
our of appointing graduates only, but we
can all see now that the snme old system
of ignoring the graduates of the 1. M. C.
is to be followed.  The two last appeint-
eex to commissions in the Regiment of
Canadian Avtillery as per the last general
orders are not graduates of the Royal Mil-
itary College. The excuse that there
were no available graduates does not hold
good for we happen to know of at least
once application for a comwmission on the

part of a graduate in every way aceept-

able, and there may have been many more.
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The only excuse then that there can be
for these appointments is political expe-
diencey @ but that is no excuse ; it is an ac-
centuation of error committed in the pub-
lic service,

It makes of a grave error in the admin-
istration of public affairs an unsavoury
public scandal. The members of the Gov-
ernment have no more rvight to consider
their own advantage in making public
appointnints thain (h y have to held them-
selves from the publie coffers entrusted
they feel the
If =uch

appeintuients as those just gazetted are

to their charge, whenever
need of a little pocket money.
uot made for political purposes, what in
the naume of all that is just and sensible
are they made for?  No one will venture
to say, we should imagine that the young
sentlemen just appointed are better qua-
liticd for commissions than geaduates of
Military

trained from

the Royval College,  who

lave heen hoyvhoad in all

the techniealities of the militaey profes-
sion in one of the first military colleges

in the awworld.

“Certainly the two lucky officers have
been in the militia for a few years, have
taken

courses at the Royal School of

Gunnery and are spoken of by those who
Prob-
ably they are promising mihtia officers,

know them as very good fellows,

but ther: has been nothing in their record
in the service that any one knows of to en-
We
wouid not go to the length of saying that

the officers of the Active

title them to special consideration.

Militia should
be shut out altogether from the chanee of
obtaining commissions in the permanent
corps, but certainly, so long as there is
any chance of obtaining the services of
capable graduates of the toyal Military
College no commixsion in the permanent
foree should be allotted to an ofiicer in
the Active Militia without he has marked-
Iy distinguished himself in some way
has given unmistakeable evidence of rarve
military genius.

This appointment of young men,searcely
known among the workers of the force,
simply beenuse they are Mr. Somebody's
Mr. Else's

rrandsons, ignoring well trained and ca-

constituents, or Nomebody
pable men would have been all very well
in the days of George the LI, and might
have passed without causing surprise in
had
hoped that with ko outspoken and determ-

Cannda o few years ago, but we
ined a general at headquarters and with
s0 promising # young minister ruling at
the Militin Department, we had heard the
last of rank political jobbery of this kind.
‘The Royal Military College costs the coun-
try a large sum of mouey every year. Ei-
ther thix expenditure ix judicious or it is

not.
L [ 2 L *

11 the expense is warranted the college
produces every year a number of young
gentlemen qualified in every way to take
commizsions in the permanent force, If
the gradustes are not so qualified all the
the

money expended on institution i



