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t down and beg’éﬁ?“tb'- pldy the
4 Oh Holy Motber; to which’
ersyoice; mexpressibly sweet-and’ strong, added
515 souliouchg tones. . The child stood breath-,
“less%and,unconscious to berself, folded her hands:
; (tdggt'h’g‘r,‘ -while® tears filed her eyes-and flowed
3. silently: overwher cheeks,” She had never felt
- thusfbefore, nor could she_understand the min-
“gled rapture zandi pathos ofher emotions, which

% Abern;as'she_ sa
taccompaniment:to
AIRSE Soge 5
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by

' were‘al thelsame’ tie “glad’and solemn. She |-
was; oily thankful that.at was dark in_-the: room, }:

that Miss- Ahern_could mot'see how very childish

" she was, Sheé‘did:not-understand that the patu-

‘ral religion indwelling withihigr, bad been reaclied

through her love for ‘music, and. stirred:. to .its

very depths, uatil it throbbed and respounded to
the sweet, solemn, reverent sounds.

¢ To-morrow 'T will play vou a waltz,or shall I
20w, Therese ¥ said Ellen when she had fimshed.

.&Naot now, if you please, Miss Abern,’ replied
Therese, stealthily .wiping her eyes, --¢ Will you
come with me to.see grandmamma, she has sent
forus® - -~

< $Yes, I am sorry to have kept her waitimg.
I have been to see an-old friend of mioe who s
staying:at:Mrs. Haverly’s;- and is very discon-
tented at being separated from me.’
" t1sbe-your father, Miss Ahern?

¢ Noy:replied ‘Ellen, with a hght bearted laugb,
‘which was quekly followed bya sigh. ¢The
old friend I aflude to is a dog, whom you shall
go-with'me one of these days to visit, He bhas
known me, and attached bimself to me ever since
I was born.” -

*That 1s a strange sort of friendsip; but
come- this -way, DMiss Abern,” Grandmamma’s
Toom ‘i8 ‘in-the -back building. She could nat
bear. the front of the house, the noises from the

* street.disturbed her so much, and she bad her
things all moved over here one day,’ said Therese
turning:into a passage that led to the back of the
house. She stopped at a closed door, 2nd tapped
gently on it. _ ‘

- ¢ 'Who's there 7’ responded a sbrill voice srom
withio, - ‘

¢ Itis me, grandmamma, and Miss Abern.’

¢ Come in then, and shut the doer after you,’
and Therese, followed by Ellen Ahern, walked

.in. - Almost surrounded by a Chinese screen, an
old:woman nearly eighty years of age, reclined
in a‘large easy chair, covered with white dimity.
Her hair was as white as a snow drift, and was
rolled back over a cushion, which was surwmount-
€d by a high crowned lace cap, tied with black
nbbon. Her eyes, large and sunken, were of a
dusky gray, with a ghostly stare about (hem tlat
made Ellen Ahern shrink back, She was wrap-
ped 1a'a dark chintz dressiog gown, and grasped
in one hand a gold headed cane, or rather a staff

' on which she seemed to leas to steady herself,
for, from her head to her feet, there was an al-
most imperceptible quivering of every member
of her body. A bright fire was burning m the
grate, and a small astral lamp suspended trom the
ceiling, huog ear her. Altogether, this room
with1ts quaiat, time-blackened furniture, its white
dimity draperies, and soft, pleasant light, was
decidedly the most cheerful, home-looking spat
that Ellen Aliern had seen since she left home.
The aged dame looked keenly and steadily at
them ‘as they approached her, as if she desired to
forestall by her scrutiny, any after impression
that the voice and words of the stranger might
prodice on her.

¢ This 15 Miss Abern, grandmamma,’ said
Therese, kissing her withered cheek, which caress
she suffered but did not returp. -

¢ Sit here where 1 can see you, Miss Ahern,
T hope you are well,’ she said, extending the tips
of her thin, claw-like fingers to Ellen Ahern.

¢Iam glad to find you better, Mrs. Wardell;
ohserved Ellen, 1 her soft, gentle tones, after
she had arranged her charr as directed.

¢ Well, I am better, & . ==t is that to you ¥
she asked with sudden qu. a1ess.

¢I am always glad, Mu«  when those who
have been suffering are relieved, and I cannot
help hoping that 1if it 18 God’s will, they may
coctinue comfortable, especially if they are old
and infirm.’

¢ Yes, yes, I am very old. But you see, I
never torget anything. If T could forget things,
I should get well, you understand. Are you the
governess 7’ ' ' X

¢ I am endeavoring to fulfill that important of-
fice, and T hope, with God’s help, I shall do it
Haitbfelly.’, o . .

" '¢God’s belp! 'What makes you talk so much
about God?. Who are you 7’ she cried out ina
startied manner. .

¢ Grandmamma, dear graodmamma !’ said
Therese, as she ran forward, placed her arm
around her, acd drew the " trembling head to her
bosom, ¢ be quiet pow, that’s a dear.’ And

there ‘she léaned agamst the fragile child, her
white bead shaking' and jerking about for full
five minutes, when she became suddenly calm.

: (2o be Continued.)

IRISH INTELLIGENCE,

‘Wo learn from the Dublin Evening Post that his
Eminence Oardinal Cullen will leave Ireland for
Rome, it i expacted, on or about the 15th of June,
to be precent at the celebration in the Eternal Oity
‘of the eighteenth centenary of the martyrdom ES.
Peter and Paul on the 28th of June; and on the fol
Jowing week will take place the Beatification of the
Japanese Martyrs. ' :

O4rpinar OunLey ox Fexiaman. —~0Oardina) Cuolien,
+in a pastoral on the' devotions peculiar to the month
of ‘May, read in the chorches and chapels of the gio-
cess of Dnblin alluding . to Fenianism &Bsys:~* Rev.
brathern, I beg of you touse your iofluence to ban-
ish every remeant of Fecianism from your respective
‘parishes, 'Those who took part in that wrhappy
“8yatém must mow sco that, whilst ‘they rejected all
- friepd)y advice, they put.their Jives at the mercy

:of gpies .and informers, the must wicked and de-
- graded class of haman beings. Exhort ail who have
_been led astray, and who have inourred the censures
“of the ‘ckirch by joining a secret organisation, 10
“rétrdce their steps, to seek- tor';absolution” for ~their
strapgressions, 6ndw detetmine:to shun for théfutere
ssllithoseieocietiea;which.are so;wisely copdemned by
ithechurgh,. {When. those, who have gong ssiay shiow

8igns of trae repentance,.’(te Ohbarch’ will "act ‘eg.a
. yender Oother towards them. : ining
Bk bviitdeds ¢f SecretiBooiatise:froin' whickiwe ‘may
" expect nothisg good, we cannot be indifferent to-.the
- sad falling “siate of our, caunitry. The people.are

While condemiring
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are decaying,'trade and commerce, are-at.astand,’
iruin;andidesolation areepreading on- every - side.
.Can sngh a.8tafe of -things .be ‘amended’ by homan
wisdom; o, are ‘our ralers-able to encounter such
"diffien}ties? ‘The Beripture, says, ¢ Do not put your
teust in princes, in the childrex of men, in _whom
there is 'ko-saivation.” But®dearly beioved, let_us
pa: great confidence iv God, sud humbly invoke His
protection, _.Let us recommend our-country and out:
galves to-the powerful intercession of the Bleesed
Mothet of God, and our hopes'will not be frustrated

s 1BB POOR 1§ CONNEMARA.

. (To the Editor.of the Weekly Register.)
..8ir,—I'earnestly beg leave to solicit of your chatity
that you will kindly take ap'the canss of oar poor
suffering people, aud-lay it- before your many chari-
table-readérs.. Their generesity has often before
allayed the pangs of hunger in many poor children:
.of want: they will not now be indifferent to the
misery and digtress which exists around us in such
fearfol reality. . ... . ‘ :

To many, I am sure, the'recital of theze scenes of
distress must seem rather 83 an exaggeration than a
simple statement of the reality,so hard ie it to realise
migery ‘so intense unless present. Buat one day’s
deily life amongst tke poor as ours is spent would
gshow but too truly in its sad reality that our poor
people are actually in & starving state. There are
to-day whole families around ns who bave not one
murse} of food, snd the look of misery and wretched.-
ness which everywhere prevails is depressing and
heartrending In the extreme.. We commonly hear
the poor say, * Oh, 1t is a fine taing to have even oaa,
maal & day,’ and that poor wretched mes! is no more
then an ingufficient portion of Indian meal food.—
One poor woman told us with great simplicity that
* She knew ske ghould dis of want this year.'! And
I have heard that one case of deatk from starvation
bas actually occurred ; the wonder i3 that life does
not sooner give way under the pressure of s0 much
want, Provisions have slmost donbled in price
dering the year, snd the paor families who contrived
to live on the precarious labor of the hand are now
reduced to the common lot of misery, for the earning
of an accssionsl shilling or tenpence cannot save B
family from Qestitution, We =2re ansious to give
employment to the femrle poor, snd are doirg some-
thing in that way in spizning, koitting, and weaving;
but here, too, our want of funds prevents the good
we might do, when encouragement brings on our
weaving work to be a means of useful employment
to our poor orphans and extern poor.

I earnestly prey you, dear 3ir, to advocate the
cause of our poor people, Oh! would that it were
knowa far and near, then, I krow, aid wouald come;
for who conld refuse an alms when destitution
preesgs 30 heavily on the poor of this remaie friend-
less distriet,—I rewein, dear gir, yours very faithfully
and obliged in Jesus Chrizt,

AvzrL:A WEITE Superioress.
Convent of Mercy, Olifden, Connemars,
{reland, May 7, 1867,

THE POOR IN GALWAY.
To the Edilor of the Weckly Register,

Sir,—Permit me, through the medium of your
columns, to warn the Kzecutive, and especially

the administrators of the laws for the retief of the
poor, that in portions of this locality distregsis at
this very moment existing 1n some of its mosy la-
mentable phaseg. I trust meither you nor the f pov-
ers that be’ will consider me presumptuous or efficions
if 1 respectiuily place befora you and them a few
facts which should be knowa to those in suthority,
and which goes to prove that our poor people sre
likely agrin to be sorely tiied if the laws designed
for the relief ¢ e necessitons be not humanely and
iiberaljy edministered by those on whom the duties
—the serious and responsible duties—of ' guardians of
the poor! have been imposed. Lt me,then intorm you
that these who reside in Kilansa (which is siwated

between the towns of QOughterard and Moycullern, on
thasonth shore of Lough Corrib) are in a moat.deplo-
reble condition. Of the famiiies in wmy spiritaal

charge,there are at least 150 in want, many of whom

must die of starvation noless they getrelief by being

permitted to esrn their bread by the sweat of their

brows or bs supported otherwise. I would prefer

work to almsgiving, the pecple would prefer earning

to receiving even State charity, The cabias in wkich

these people live are snch as I wounld be ashamed

otshow &any stranger. Aun Awmerican would thick

it sn inhuman act to Bhelter even his hogs

in  such. Oa the opposiie shore, the Hezua-

forth district, the poor are sufering, snd will suffar

terrible before the end of the snmmer, from want;
but they are batter housed. Qa2 neither pids i3 there

employmest of any sort for the people, who would

most willingly work if they could get it. Pro-

visions are sold at present at famine prices —8d. per

stone for potaioes, and over £13 per ton for Iadian

meal. Yesterday I visited a poor man, nemed XMa-

tbiag Mureay ; he lives near the Ferry ot Knock.

He bas a wife and four children. Himself and two
children looked badly—the otber two were not like
human beings. They had the same faces, the same
emaciated appearance with whichI was unfortunately
too familiar in the years '47, '48 and ’ 49, when State
political economists conspired to destroy the io-
nocent and heipless children of Ireland, to pander
to, and enrich & few Hnglish meal mongers. One
of those children was in his motber's arms, claspicg
and clinging to her breast aed lizping ‘mother, bread.’
The mother, stracge to 8ay, looked well, but thosz
familiar with famine times wili remember this char-
acteristiz, and the picture of an Irtshwomaa, such as

s Pagaa or even an official, if be witaessed the scene,
would not but be moved at and ¢ry ehame upon the
system whose laws permit such & state of goeiety.
The father told me, *He was four days and four nights
living on one ben, which be had killed on Sanday
night, and two shillings’ worth of %od which he got
from a chariable person, but he was at that moment
without food, orany hope of such, He had three
acres of land ; he puit dowa a little seed potatoes,
acnd & litile seed 0sts now ; Le could do no more,
and wes resigzced to the will of God and that of
the Mother of Gud.’ This man walked aix milez on
Mondsy, to call on tke relieving officer (wio —
why or wherfore [ cannnt say—does not live in the
town of Headford) acd told him his pitiable con-
dition. Tha relieviag officer took down his namsa-=
& ¢ relief ' unaually conceded-and told him to go
home — an advice genersily vouchssted~—and that
be wonld bring his case before the board of guar-
dians—a duty sometimes performed. Murra: obeyed,
and retnraing tome—home is a misnomer—he crept
gix miles back, and tbus obtained the * relief’ of an
advice and a premise, This man had to travel 12
miles with hunger—and that, too, sharp and pinch-
ing—gnawing s very vitals. Whereare our humane
Pior-laws —Inws for the ‘reliel’ of the Poor? ‘Whers
are our relieving officers ?—where our Poor-law guar-~
dians ? I3 the whole gystem * a mockery, a delusion,
and & snare ¥ P. Coxway, P.P,

Disraess 18 THE Wasr oF IRscAND —Qace more a
cry of distress comes {rom the West. On this ocea-
sion it i3 neither indistinct nor equivocal. It has
already reached the House of Commons, aud the
Obhief Secoretary has promi-ed consideratiopn. Bat the
letter which we publish from- the Rev. Peter Conway
ehows thnt the matter :is omtside the domain of
* consideration.,’ and that jmmediate and liberal re-
lief is now wanted~wanted in various districts of
‘the’ West. "Iy is wanted, . prestingly- waunted, in
-Kellanan, in Headford, and . Olifden; in- Bofia. In
‘fiet a]l Conuemera’id .once more. thieatened ,with
distress. Ot this theigoveroment. have, had .timely
wareidg, and-it.je.to"be hoped tbayseithier -apathy
nor reutine w:ll intervene beetween ' the feaple’ and
hein right to' relibf? It ivisw norWhéfutic ipeople*

bave fastened on them, that relief can be efficacions.
It ivddto prevent those inevitable consequences of

| great ‘distress which either ezists, or threatens to

rroistrickenswithisfamineiawbensfevdr/@nd pastilahce :;si!l.“éi?,‘?ufﬁ.“-\? 1@.‘.’.&“".‘5“'.‘3%'?;?52?1&@':»“‘&3?}‘91-35 8,
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_reable.if somo méans;of smployment freed- from - the
demoralisation of. thetpublic worke of the famine
: years were déviged, by which honest fndustry "would
‘be upheld and saved from humilation of "public cha-
rity. Letwork bs got for the people if possiblé—but
let nothiag- prevent them receiving effcient and
prompt relief.— Fre eman's Jourral. ' .

. Distreas 1v ParTs or THI3 JounTry.-~The ques.
tion put. by our :County Member, Mr. Gregory, on
Tueaday, ia the House, to the Ohief Secretary for
Ireland, Lord Naas; confirms the -statement . received
by us, from a correspondent in Qughterard of the

exist, in that town. The writer asgures us that there
iz 8 great scarcity of provisions -both for man and
beast, He apprehends death by starvation . before
the end of many weeks, and says that, alreadysome
cattle have died for want of . food. Ina ghort time,
he gays, there will riot bs & “young person—male or
female, in the district. Nor does ne bdlame them for
emigratiog, a3 &t home there ia no hope for their
fature, owing to the oppressive conduct of the land-
lords. The shopkeepers will be without castomers,
and must become jusalvent. The same i3 the-sad
8 ory in all pacts of this county, Our own town and
rural districts are mueh in the same deplorable con-
dition  And &8s for Mayo, it i3 one scene of wretch-
edness and distress. The few officials and a few of
t}e gentry are ths only sale persong.-—Connaught
Paireo!. ) .
DisexpowuENT OF TH2 STATE CEURCE NATIONAL
Assocrarion,—It i3 with great pleasure we place
before our readers the followiog edmirable form of
petition against the ecclesiastical grievance, which
the Natioral Asgociation adopted at their meeting on
the 23:d April. The document not only gives terse

'the struggle vagainat' Episcopacy ?

becanse,, nnlike Scotland, she hag’ been.unable'to ally.

wag by such ao alliance that Beotland 'wrudg terdy
justice from Eogland. “The paralle], therefore, fails,

party in the England of to-day ? What sllies have

| the Fenians amongst Englishmen? We, tterefore,

think the ailusion to Scotland' inopportiune and ill-
omened at a time when, a3 8ir Join Gray said, two
revola jonary movements have just exploded ia Ire-.
land, and when at~this very momen: all the parap-:

. hernalin of State ‘prosecutious are Cisplayed'; when-

tke hdngman’s rope and the headsman’s axe are being
called into reguisition, and the bodies of two unfor-
tanate men are to'be-divided into quartera te be dis-
posed of aceording, 1o her Majesty's pleasare.’ How
ofien, alag, wereBnch sighta seen in Scotland during
] It is. norely
unadvisable to-saggest the coanection, in the way, of
cauge ani effect, between those siruggles and the-
properity and contentment’ waigh, as Mr. Lamont
remarked, Scotland now hoppily  enjoys. = Weelly
Register, : o B a

Tae Iaisr OruzcHE QuestioN.—The Pall Mull Ga.
zelie hag the following precis of opinions from the
papers of Wednesday reapecting the Irish Church
question. The Times deems it uonecessary to waate
argnment on the unresisting feebleness of such
pleadidgs as those of the Irish Attorney.General on
behalf of the Iriah Church. Mr, Gladstone’s speech
is & proof that the settlement ot this question csanot
be muck longer delayed. If, as seems now likely,
the question of Parlinmentary Reform ba finally
settled in this present year, any Goverament that
may be in power will do well to institate inquiries
as to the best means of reconciling the rights of pro-
perty with the Gemands of jostice and common gense

and clear expression to the salient festures of that
gigantic wrong, but it al3o prays for the only feagi-
ble mode of redress; namely, the disendowment of
the State Ohurch and the seenlarisation of ner re-
vennes, advocated at a former period by the great
Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin, and urged in our
own day by the venerated Archbishop of Casbel, the
Bishops of Cloyne and Roas, Mr, Daunt, Sir J, Gray,
aod in fact we might add by the whole Qatholic
body of Ireland and the body of Liberal Pr.testants;
for the exceptions, altheugh individually most wor-
thy of respeet are numecically insignificant. We
sarnestly urge all our friends to promote the ex:en-
sive signing of this excellent petition as soon as
copies reach the parishes:—

The Very Rev. B. Verdon proposed the following
form of petition for the Stale Church Disendowment,
Mr, E. Macready baving ceconded it, it wassadopted :
To the Commona of Greas Britain and Iraland in

Parliament Asssmbled. The Peaiition of the un-

dersigned Iohabitsnts of——, in tke county of ——

Sheweth—That Ireland is ihe only counntry in the
world ia which the whole ecclesiastical State reve-
nues of the nation =ro monopoliced by the religious
tezchers of a small minority. Thatauch an appro«
priation is in irseif so absurd and unjust that the
bare statement of the fact i3, we submit, sufficiant
for its condemnation in the opinion of &1l men who
have not & persgnal or party inierest in its continu-
ance. The injustice i8, in our case, aggravated by
the circumstance that the etclesiastical revenues now
applied to the suppo:t of the Protesiant Ohurch were
originaily founded by cor Oztholic predecessors for
the sndowment of their owa Church. :

Thes the present cndowment of Protestant clergy
in Ireland is not ooly an injustice but a gross insult
to the overwhelming majority of the Irish people,
and as such i3 calcunlated to create and perpetunts
murnal animosities between the party who profit by
the insulting injustice and the party who suffer from
it, The Scoteb, or French, or English people, or the
people of any country sufficiently sirong to nssert
their rights, wonld not snffer the infliction of a State
Church epposed 1o the religious convictions of toe
national majority. We know not why Ireland should
be ia this respect an ushappy exception to all ether
couctries, and compelled to Bubmit to a gross and
cglla.ring wiong, Which no other natioa would ea-

are.

We ssek not any restoraxion of the ecelasiastical
revennes to the Oathclic Church. We have hitherto
supported, ang will cheecfully coatinue to suppert
ocr own church by our volantary contributions,—
But acutely feeling thae tnaunlt, and the maonstrous pe-
cuniary fraud which the present malversation of the.
Irish eccleatastical state property inflicts 2pon our
country, wo earnestly pray your honorable house to
disendow the State Church, sud (hiving due regara
to existing veated intereats) to approprinte tke reve-
nueg thereof to such zecular purposea of public
utility to the [rish people as to your wizdom shall
geem advisable.

" And your pesitioners will evar pray, &c.

Tup IsisH PRoTsSTANT ReTABLI3BMENT. — Why
should it be allowed toexiat? It ia doudtlessincum-
bent on those who advocate a change to have tbeir
plan ready. Many plans have been proposed end
fully diseussed in thees celumns, but no plan can be
satisfactory that does not apply the funds to religions
uses, and make them in some maaper beneficisl to
those for whose benmefit they were orginally destioed,
namely, the Irizh Catsolic people, The clergy, it is
8aid bave refused toaccept aStateendowment. They
have done 8o. It has been off:red thom and they
bave refused jii, but they have not refused that
which bas never been offered them n proporiional
share of the Sborch wemporalitiea. This would bs
not a Stats endowment, but rather a rostitatiov,~
It would benefit the peasantry by relieving them of
the support of their clergy. It would place the Iatter
in a poation of independence without diminishing
their legitimate influence over their flocka.

It ja doubtless a discoursging circumstance that
apathy on this subject can even be alléged. If there
be onoe thing more than another calcalated to cool
the ardour of & champion or to damp the energies of
an advocate, it i3 o find the clent himself ia~
diffrent to his scccess, aud uathankful for your
exertioss, But we are sure that this is not the caie
with Irelapd. We cannot and will not believa that
Ireland loves the Protestant Establishment, although
we are quite ready lo credit the statement that the
Protestant clergy are, in very numerous inatances,
most éstimable members of society —charitable; kind,
and benevolent to their poor: Catholic neighbours.
We can well beliave in the private worth of thesa
geatlemen ag iadividuals waen wo zee 3oma of their
number, without aoy theolegical biss, actually siding
with the Uatholica on disputed pointa of Chureh his-
tory, denouancing proselytism, expozing the machina-
tions of tna soupers, =and deprecating the aitacks
which ia.social life are continuslly levelied sagaloat
Oatbolics. We could wish-indeed that Ireland would
make her real sentiments heard unmistakeably on the
point. Itjs undeniable that the appearaunce of ia~
difference does weaker the handa of those who
advacate her camss. The Ex-Chancellor of the
Excheguer probably meao® to convey a side hiat when
he referred 1o the parallal cass of Scotland,. . 3r.
Grladatone ssid :—*1f there be any Scoich momber
‘in the House, I put to him o question, weuld any
Scotch member :olerato the endowment of Episcopacy
in Scotlapd in the way that it is endowed in [reland ?’
The unswer, of courss, is that, ag a matter of fact,
Irishmen do tolerate it, snd that there ia no disputing
ab.ut tastes. Bat did Scotlend gain the redress of
ker grievences by conatithtiopal agitation, by Parlia.’
mentary action, by appesals to the justics and kinduess
of Bogland ?. - We. think- not. . Sedtland: obtained
tedréys. by tke way of armed resistance; by the
Qethronigg of two_kiogs, and the beheading of gue
“6f them; " Ta'a word. "Scotland gbt jdstice beonise
*slie" wag ablé—not exaetly”to -tike it” At theaWold’s
point but at all events to'make things'so'unpleasant
sto Epnglagd;whilg Engiand denied; hery justice,s that |

Why, the -, did not Irelacd do as Scotland did,
aad gain justice in the same way 7 Ireland hsas at-

.. 8til} fiying from the land, and- nearly ibres-millions
- ..Lite people bave emigrated : our towus and villages

distress that the Government should act with prompt.
ness and biberality. Of course 1t would be moat desi -

tempted 1, but ahe has failed again and again,

in the matter ot the Irish Qhurch. What may bs
the ultimate disposition of tha funds is s gueation
that does not concern us now. Such difficulties
nlways appear insirmountable ay fica: and vanish
when they are bYoldly approached. Whea the time
comes they can and will be overcome.

The Telegraph remarks that one of the most powes-
ful aids to Yoryizm in a free State is the fact when g
poiitical evil is old, complicated, and great, it has
also the tendency to degenerate into what languid |
politicians call & bore, In ordinary life, no man
with any pretensions to houest feeling Wwould bave
the face to say, ' My debis are so great and of such
old standing, that 1 mugt refuse to pay th-m.’ Vet
in politica the plea is often unbluskingly put forth.
This is in fact the only ples for the monstrouz ini-
quity of the Irish Establishment, So long ag that
grievaace exists, we must expect Roman Catholic
disaffection. )

The Daily News declares toat the real confiscation
coneista in the divorsion of revenu=s waich belong 10
the Irish people, and ough: 10 be empleyod for toerr
benefii, to the purposee of o small and baif-forcign
Church. Lord Naas contended that the Iriab Ei-
tablishment has nothing to do with Irish disconten:,
inasmuch as the Fenians avowedly care littlo or no-
thing about it, Are we to legislaie under Fenian
tatorehip ; to abolish all thet they disapprove, and
to retain only what they will tolerate? The state of
Irish sentiment is the resuit of the sction and reec.
tion of an infinite number of causes, some of them
separately untraceable. To declino to deal with any
of them becaunze its removal will only tend gradually
to abate what is wrong, szd not wholly and euddenly
10 extinguish i1, i3 to mistake the causes of gocial
disease ard conditions of social progress

Tre Inisg Layp Qoestion.—We were quite aware
that the Government measure for facilitating the
improvemen: of !and in Ireland was not likely 1o set-
tle the vexed guestion with which it deals in g0
timid and hesitating a manner. But we must confess
that wo were not prepared for the statemens of Mr.
Chetterton, that it i3 not even intended to settie it.
Although we give the hon, and learned gentleman
every credit for the candouor of bis deciaration, we
can coaceive nothing more damagiog t6 the Admin~
istration which ke represents. [t is a coafession of
incompeteacy on the pars of the Governmecnt ; and it
is something mueh worsz. Ii convicis them of excit-
ing hiopes which they do not ictend to realiz2, and of
distucbing the existiog relations between laandlord
snd tezant without being prepared to re sattls them
oo & n2w basis. It affards » complete justification
for the asssrtion that thoir bill is a mere party or
political manceavre ; a measure introduced without
faith in its efficacy, ond without acy expeciation
that it will do mora than tiie over & 1emporery
difficulty, and assist them ie prolonging their leass
of powerr We do not coocurin the arguments of
those who, like Mr. Lowe and Mr. Szndferd, contend
tha: the bast thing to do isto lesve Ireland aloze,
aod to allow things, as it is enid, ¢ to settle themsel-
ves' But wecan gnite conceive that such visws
ma; be beld by men of capacity, who bave bronght
themselves to believe that the relations which sub:ist
in Eagland between the proprietors ead the caiuva.
tors of the soit are the perfection of wisdom acd that
it is desirable to maintain their form, if not their sub-
sinnce, in the sister country without regard to the
different circumatances of tke two islands, and with-
out reference to the cost or the coasequeuces of
working out the theories on which they are basad,
But what we cannot nndserstand i3, how any men who
are charged with tha responeibilities of government
can bring themselves to think thatvit is a statesmanlike
courss to touch s grave social guostion, like that of
the Irish land tenure without at leamt believing that
the messure they propose i3 likeiy fo set agitation at
rest. Itia clear that anything which raisss bat
which does noy settle 920b a question, must add o
the difficulties wkich surronad 1, and tend to keep
alive that irritntion which it i3 on every account
desirable to remove. Even if the intrinsic merits of
tae bill we are not referring to werp far wore coa-
sideruble then they are, it would in shis way operate
mischievonsly ratber than beaeficially, 2ad would be
fairly liable to condemsoation, as a meaaure, by the
confession of its snthora, inadequate ro theexigeacien
of the case. The Attorney~Gerneral for Ireland is
indeed of opinicn ihat if it be piszed into n Iaw, the
promoters of the existing agitation on thesubject will
find their occupation gone, becauss their demends
must then reaolve themaelves into the plain and na-
ked proposition tkat the property in the land thould
"be tranafecred from toe landlord to the tenant., Bug
no one can indulge in aay ezpectation of the king
withous eatirely ignoriag the real source of the
disconteat which prevails in Ireland, The notion
that the cultivator ot the soil haza righ:to some
gecurity for his holding may or may ot hare & com-
magistic tajat; ko it is deeply rootsi in the Irish
mind, and it will certainly not ba eradicated by
enabdling tenants to borrow frors tha [mperial trensury
money which in mo3c c13es they do not want, for the
improvemen: of farms ouf of which they wmy be
turced nex: day. Indeed, the preaent hill offsra tho
most direct encouragsmant to the costinuance of
agitation. Jmperfect, niggardly, and illuzory n3 are
its provisions, they are paipably at vanaace. with
the amendment moved by Lord Nang to Mr. Obiches-
ter Fortescue's measure of lass year; for while 1bey
grant to tenants in certain cades compeasation fur
improvements magde withbat the couscas-of the laud-
lord, the noble lord then asked the House to affirm
the principie ' that compensation should ba seoured
io respect of those improvemetts only which-are
made wita the. consent of the landlord! A much
-slowrer witted peopls than the Irish*might draw 1be
coneiasion that if the transition from the Opposition
to the Treasary - Bench "has 'ju. one 'twelvemonth
wrought 80 gteat a change in'the'opinion of Coase:r-
‘vative gtatesmdn, the operation 'of s like cause  may
‘some :day:induce:!these;same stafedwaa, or; their
:snogessors.tq,perceive the justice.and:ths expediency
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It i3 at the root of the chronic disaffectiona of Ireland
znd iv will continue to trouble ag go long a8 there are
aoy Irishmen lefion the other aide of3t. George's

berself with'a™ revolutionary party:ia -Bagland. It

a$ its material’ point, for" whers'is *he revolutionory.

.chabnel. ; 8ooner or later we hall have to make" Q.
deliberate’’choice beiween the tranquiliity and the
noity-ofithe.empire and the maintenance of the ex. ..
trems rights of Irish landlords.. A Celtic;rnce will .
never snbmit contentedly to be mers tenants.af-will
on their native soil ; mor do we believe that if they
have . complute security. for any moniy or -jabour -
expended in improvements, Irigh- tenanta will ever
be gatisfied as long as they koow. that they are at
any momeut liable to eviction. ‘Theit farms are to
them more than the meré means of livelihood., Their -
feelicgs, associations,.and habits cenirs in their
holdings, and whether reasonaoly: or udressonably
they feel that a wrong is done to them when they are
ejected at the caprice of their proprietor. Thut ig a-
feeliog in which an Irish Parliament woold ai once
defor if Ireland were'sn indepeadent coontry; ang it
is one which we shall have to take into our most
serions aonsideration, unless we are prepared 1o
renounce the ‘hope of ever rendeting the Ugion a
reality. .'We'do not propose mow'to eater inio thia
large subject. Ir is unquestionatly foll of diffieulty,
and and that difficulty i8 not likely to be diminighed.
80 long ag the landlords persist in refasing leages to
their tenants in order to retsin politieal influence-.
over t.hem.. If the proprietors were wise they would
gradaally introduce & srstem of leases ; If they do -
not, they may force Parlisment to ndopt some
meagured which, under the nams of ¢ enconragement,’
will amount to something very like compulsion, I3 i3
certain that a reformed Parliament will not perman-
etly subordinate the 1nterests of the empire 1o the
maintensnce of the [iish landlorda’ right to do what
wkey will with their own. If, however, we had
previously entertained any expectation that those
gentlemen might be ted to adopt a reosonable view of
their position, we should have been compelied to
sbandon the idea by the debale of tze other evesing
Limited as is the scope of the Government Biil, it wag
vehemently oppozed by one Conservative membar afs
ter anoiher, 45 an invasion of the sacred rights of
property ; and in deference to their denuneiations the
Altorney General announ¢ed that he should not insist
o the provision which entitles the tenant ta compen-
sation for lmprovements w the land, although made
without the consent of the’landiord. If that be-
omitted, the meagure will not contzin even the cem-
blazce of & concession to the demands of the Irish
people ; it can onily be regarded on the other side of
the Qhannel as a proof that the proprietorial clase
will yield nothing to argume=t or o coneiderations
ot public expediency ; and it mast therefors operate
in the most direct manner a3 an incentive to rengwed
agitation.

The discussion which took place on Moaday evenw
ing ounly tended to confirm our previous opinion. that
for all practical purposes the bill will, in any case,
be little bebter than & dead letter. It is just possible
that if the [rish tenants held large furms, and were.
men accustomed to complicated transactions, they
mignt thisk it worth their while, asd might be able,
o fulfil all the formalities reqaisile to enable them
to make their improvements & charge on the land..
Butitisdifficals to believe that a mere persant farmer,.
cultivating fifieen or twenty acres of land will be-
able to take advantage of a system which involves.
appeals Commissioners, potices to Iandlords, snd
elaborate inquiries into the wvalue of every improve-
meut before it is made, or, at any rate, beforeit is-
allowed to be charged upon the land, The measnre
of tbe late Government was self-actieg, and so0 far ae
it went it wonld undoubtledly bave done good. Un=
der that bill, the tepent might make wnat improve-
ment3 o pleased, and on leaviog or beiog turned ous
of hia farm he would be entutled to receive as
compensation 1be increesed valus which he hed given.
to ;i1 holding. Whatever be did, te did,in one
sonse, at kis own risk ~that is, if be expended his
money or his lsbour wastefully, he would not be
entitled to any return forit, But, oa the other bana,

‘it was aot proposed to place him in o position .of

entagonism to his landlord, or 1o bring them into
direct collision as must be the cese in Lord Neasa.
hill. Cua it be Qoubted that if tho tenant states his
1ntention to make sny improvement of which the
landlord oc his sgest does uo: approve, anotice 1o
qoit will immediarely jollow; end it is ot clear that
tae fear of this will, 1o & vast number of cases, pre-
veat tha tenant from improviag at all ?  Nor is that
ail. S0 long as the tenant tolds merely at will, be
can bave no real security ‘hat he will resp the
advaniage of his outlay, since the lundlord mey in-
crease his rent to an extent at least equsl to the sum
charged upon the farm by way ot compessation for
improvements, The position of the tenant clasa will
continue, a3 it is now; oue of absolute depecdence
upoa the proprietors ; and the only reenit of this bill,
go far a3 we can see, will be to increaee tha feeling
of distrust whkich now exis!s between them, and :o
afford additional causes of-irritating contraversy. In
the case of leaseholdsra it will, no doube, to some ex-
tent operate heneficially, because they will neither
ba afraid 10 give their landlord nstice that they are
about to improve, nor wili they bs under any ap-
prebensioa leat their rents should be raised. t'ui, une
tortunateiy, this i3 a verr small closs;aud it is
moreover, exactly tuat for which it i3 not necessary
to legisiate at all. For the maus of the tenant-far~
mera of Irelend it will do oothi: g whatever; and, so
far a8 they go, itis only valuabie inzsmuch as it
amounts {o » concession on the part of a Tory Govern-
ment thet the rights of the landlorde must give way
to the iaterests of the nation. It will be for slates-
mun of o mors liberal type to turn ket concession to-
practical account; nor can we doubt that will be done
whea the condition of Ireland vecomes the prominent
question of theday. a9 it must 4o so soon as we have
settled that of Parliamentary Reform—London Review,.

TeE TENANT RigeET BILL ~If its deparlure from
the principies formeriy mainteined by its authors
were all that could be brought forward againsy the
Biil, the opposition to it would not be formidable.—
Inconsistency is but s venial sin among politicinns ;
while 1ho incressed menus of information, and the
increased senao of responsibility, which natuwislly ac-
company accession to office, s:e eufficient to account
for s modification of Cornservative opinion on the
wapts of Ireland, In the matter of the land question,
Lord Derby and his col’eagues have gouns fur enough
to alienate the sympathies of som? smong their
friends, but they have stopped short of those cone
cessions which are needed 10 win the support of
theic oppaonents. In the debate of last Monday the
provizions of the Bill were not discessed in detnil;
but the Irish Liberal members who supparied Mr,
Gregory's amendment gave their united testimony to
the uselessness of any enactment which does not
coufer on the tenant a reseouable security of 1enure.
It is o mistake 10 suppcee that porerty constitutes
the main grievance in the position of theIrish farmer
at this momen:. The Celtic peasant is everywhere
accustomed to live bard!y, and to hoard diligentiy;
snd the £17,000,080 which the Irishb tepants-at-will
are said to keep in various banks need only be spent
on their several holdings 1o effect a radical change
in the aspact of lrish ngriculture, A3 (he law now
stands, bowever, the money that lies useless at the
bapk i3 the tengnUs own; tbe mouey that he lays
out on the soil w3y, at any momeant, become his
landlord's. It ia mot surprising tbat bs prefers a.
mode of investment which secures the priacipal at
the aacrifica of the interest to & mode which gives
bim the interest at the risk of the principal. The
Government, however, have assumed thau the firet
requizite in the settlement of the Land queation moat
be to provide imptoving-tenants with-the money with
‘which to improve,- Ia'so doing tliey have elovated a
gubsidiary; though' by:'no:-means:an unimpartant
element of the subject:to.n. position of -undpe promin
megce. , And theythavedone this ;2 .the expense of
3t element, wiioh ,is, reslly. of grealsat moment in
1h8 matser: “Politiciens who'nak'tor-tome Tegiblitive
‘entoursgement’of éadea' i’ Irelandiaré makinkto
exorbitant or revolutionary demand., They do not
g0 far seek to interfore with freedom of contract, or

to prevent landlorda and tcoanis from making, as



