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MONTREAL, FEIDAY, -DECEMBER 30,

COLESIASTICAL CALENDAR,
DECEMBER—1804.
Friday, 30— Of the Octave.
Saturday, 31—B8t. Sylvester, P.C,
JANUARY--1860,

Sunday, 1—Feast of the Qircumcision.
Monday, 2—0ct. of St. Steplen, M,
Tuesdsy, 3--0Oct. of St. Johz. .
Wedneaday, 4—Cct. of Holy Innocents.
Taursday, 5— Eve of the Epiphany.

The « Forty Hours” Adoration of the Blessed
Sacraipent will commence as follows :— '

Saturday, 31—Brothers of St. Laurent.
JARUART—1B65.

Monday, 2—Ste. Genevieve of Berthier,

Wednesday, 4—5t. Senveur.

NEWS OF THE WEEK
There is a loli in the storm of European poli-
tics, and for the past week no event of general
mterest bas occurred.  The governments of
Russia and of Predmont are vying with one aa-
other, as to which shall display the more hostility
to the Churcb. The former by one stroke of
the pen has confiscated the property of seventy-
one Monasteries and four Convents iz DPoland ;
and on the night of the 2ad November, the
severel Religious houses were occupied by de-
tachments of troups, and the mmates were turned
adrift upon the world, The Liberal government
of Piedmont proceeds more leisurely, but noe
the less.ruthlessly to work: and a Bul is now
before the legslature for suppressing, and con-
fiscating the property of all ecclesiastical corpo-
rations, and for transforming the Bishops and
Clergy of the Church into the salaried hirelings
of the State. It is much doubted whether even
this wholesale robbery will go far towards ligui-
dating the debt of the so-czlled 1tahan Kingdom,
‘which already presses so beavily upon it, and
promises speedily, please God, to bring about its
dissolution, aad the discomfiture of its founders.
"The profligate King 1s said to be failing in health;
and the beastly excesses—of which the least dis-
gusting 1s constant drunkenness—in wlich he in-
dulges, are telling upon the strong physical cop-
stitution of this model Liberal sovereign.

The Belfast Commission of Inquiry into the
fate O}ange riots has concluded jts mvestigations,
but its Report isnot yel published. Thatat wili
contain some important revelations, and vajuable
suggestions is to be anticipated from the language
of the correspondent of the London Tumes.
Tis writer expects, that it, the Feport, will
contan recommendations for granting greater
facilities to Catholics to become members of
the Town Council and of the Police Force,
from both of which they are at present virtually
excluded : that all party processions will be put
ap end to, since it was the procession of the
Belfast Orangemen—which the writer in the
Times qualifies as a ¢ gross outrage which
should have been put down at once, and perhaps
would have been if the local authorities bad not
sympathised with \he Protestants’—that led to
the riots and massacres: and finally the Tismes’
correspondent asserts the propriety of excluding
“ from all public employment persons who are
members of any political society, meeting in
secret and hawng oaths, signs, and pass-
awords.” Especially does the writer insist upon
the excluson of Orangemen.

Here are the terms in which Orangeism
in Ireland 1s spoken of mn the Provestant Tumes:
and if those terms are appropriate to Irish
Orangeism, how much more then must they be ap-
propriate to Orangeism in Upper Canada, where
Protestants form the overwheling majority of
the population i— .

it Bt the Orange Society is & standing insult to
the Government, becaugs it exists on the assamption
that the constitated authorities do not, or canoot
protect the lives and properties of the Queen's sub-
jects, It tends to the subversion of social order, and
1o the disraption of society, by teaching men who are
aggrieved to toke the law into their own hands, and
40 make war upon their neighbors and fellow-sub-
jects, It would be inexcusable wealoess on the-
* part of ‘the Government to dally any longer with

ofganizations Which are liable at aoy moment to
. break out into bmtal and l,aangnin'a.ry _riots.”—‘
-2 “Times, 9th inetant.

W -f

“We hope that ihe Toronto Orangemen will be
.gratified by such: a certificate, from such an ua-
impeachable witness, as the Liondon Times ; and
‘that they will have it carefully copred, glazed and

Two. Dollars. If the
pubscription is not remewed at the expiration of
the paper be'continued, the

hung up: 10 a “conspictious  place both i
Lodges and'in the City Council Hall.,, -5
., The news fromthe seat of War is unfavorable
to the Confederates. 'The enemy have got pos-
session of Savannaki with” a ‘large supply of mi-
litary stores' and cotton, General Hardee the

* | officer ic comiand of the garrison, carried off

with hum the greater part of bis troops, and blew
up the iron clads m the port, and the navy yard.
This is, however, a serious blow to the cause of
the South, and will of course tend to aggravate
the bullying blustering tone which since the out-
break of bostihities the Northerners have adopted
towards Great Britamn aud Canada. - Herermn lies
the secret of the sympathy of the Globe, the
Watness and the party whose opintons these
journals reflect, with the -North, They knew
that the triumph of the latter over the South
means the extension of Yankee rule and Yankee
princsples over the entire N. American Conti-
nent; and being ancexationists at beart still,
though secretly, as they were openly, but a few
years ago—they naturally rejoice over every
turn in the tide of war which promises o carry
them to the Jong looked for baven.

Letters bave been received from His Lordship
tbe Bishop of Montreal under date Paris 1st inst,
His Lordship was 1n excellent beaith, and gives
the following account of his movements. He
arrived at Laverpoo] on the 26th ult., and J.ondon
the 27th where he remained 24 hours. Oa Mon-
day, 25th he started for Dover, thence to Ostend
Ghent and Paris where he arrived on the 30th
and was to remam a few days. Oo Monday the
5th inst. Hlis Lordship proposed to be at Mar-
seilles there to lake the steamer for Civitla
Vecchia. '

# Not that thon and I have promised to each other,
but what the balance of our forces can make us per-
form to each other ; that, in so sinful & world as ours
is the thing to be counted on.”- - Carlyle His. French
Revolution.

There is a difference of opinion between the
True WiTkess and the Minmerve as to the
value of the security to the Catholic mority of
Upper Canada over the education of their chil-
dren, given 1n the proposed Union of the Brifish
North American Provinces. We, taking the
menaces of the Globe as an index of the wishes
of the Protestant majority of Upper Canada on
the School question ; and taking the text of the
proposed Unton aspublished in the journals as our
authority as to the powers which that measure
will conter upon them, have arrived at the con-
clusion that they, the said Protestant majority
have the will, and will also have the power un-
der the new Constitution, to impose oo the Ca-
tholic minority an unjust and oppressive school
system. Any Bill to that eflect passed by the
local Legislature of Upper Canada, and not dis-
allowed within twelve months by the ecentral
government, would become law for the Upper
Province ; and as there 1s no machinery in the
proposed Constitution for compelling the central
government to disallow a measure passed by a
local legislature, and unfavorable to the interests
of a Catholic minority, the latter will have no-
thing to rely upon except the good intentions and
integnity of a government in which their enemies,
snd the avowed enemies of Freedom of Educa-
tion, will exercise a paramount iufluence. Sueh
a guarantee as this, is in our opmion not worth
astraw ; for if all men were {rue men, or if ke
majortty of men were disposed to do what in
honor and justice they were bound to do, there
would be little or noneed of Courts of Law, and
Judges ; and these are necessary, simply because
as a general rule, all men are aptto be influ-
enced more by their passions or fancied interests,
than by the pleadings of mght, when the latter
are not backed by material force. This is our
view of the case ; these our reasons for looking
upon the proposed written guarantees -for the
educational rights of Catholic munorities, as
worth no more than the parchment upon which
they are to be engrossed.

The Minerve is of a difterent opinion, and
locks upon the proposed guarantees as amply
sufficient. Itis but just that we should allow
our contemporary to speak for himself, citing s
reasons for the faith, and the child-like trust
that is in him ; and for this purpose we translate
from 2o article which he has published on the
subject, under date 19th inst. :— :
«Phe True Wilness looks upon all constitutional
guarantees ag illusory.”

Unless there be a third power able, and willing
to enforce them. In justice to the TRUE Wir-
NESS the Manerve should not have omitted tius
all important proviso. Our contemporary thus
contipues ~—

« ¥ think that the general government of the
contederation will make it & point toenforce a strict
observance of all the clauses of the constitution.
Wo are - fully convinced that it will be rigorous in
the extreme, when the gueation comes up for giving
effect to the clauses which guaraates the provincial
minorities the enjoyment of rights and immunities
necessary to the development of their nationality,
and the exercise of their religion. Why have we
this conviction ? Because we bhave the simplicity
to believe that the foremost men of the five colonies
of North America are peither idiots nor moansters,
and that they have underteken in good faith the
grandiose task of creating a British Eapire on this
Oontinent ; but if they are neither fools nor knaves,
il they are serion3 and sincers, they must desire the
workiog and solidity - of the new order of things

/| whick they are now geeking to build ap. To assure

this working and solidity, mest not the cobstitution
be rigorously  applied, especially in’ those deiicate
‘points which touch the very life -of the geveral races
united inthe great empice of confederation ?2—Min-
erve, 19th inat, :

Tt is difficult to deal with such arguments seri-

g9
.. The Menerve is-fully. ‘convinced that the cen-
tral gaverament will déal equitably with the Ca-
tholic minority of Upper Canada, even when the
‘passions and anti-Catholic prejudices of the Pro-
testant majority incite- it. to pursne a different
courseI— ..o -

Therefore, the Cathoiic minority will be equit-
ably dealt with, and will have nothing to fear on
account of the education of their children.

This purely subjective logic may be: very coa-
clusive to the Minerve, but will bardly prove
salisfactory to those who see no reasons for be-
ing * fully convinced” of the good faith of the
future central government.
Minerve is so confident that Protestants when in
a majority will never abase their political power to
the detriment of Catholics, we see not why our
contemporary should have opposed the policy of
the Brown-Dorion ministry which proposed to
give us representation by population, with ¢ con-
stitutional checks and guarantees” for the rights
of the minority.  If written © checks and guarao-
tees” would have been good for nothing in 1858
agamst the aggressions of Upper Canada, they
are as wortbless to-day ; for neither then, nor
now, was, or is, it proposed to create any third
power, greater than either of the two contract-
ing parties, to enforce the observance of said
“checks and guarantees.”” It was because in
358 the Minerve held the same views as daes
the True WiTNESS to-day, as to the worthless-
ness of all mere * constitutional guarantees,” that
it opposed so hearuily the policy of the Browa-
Dorion ministry, and denounced the latler asa
traitor. But let this pass, and let us examme
the reasons that the IMirerve assigns for its
“ full conviction’ that the central government
will never abuse, to the detriment of the Catho-
lic mmority of Upper Canada, the power which
the proposed Umon Act will confer upon it.

- The Minerve 15 so convinced, because the

persons who have drawn up the plan of the said
Union are neither idiots nor monsters ; -and be-

cause, if serious and sincere, they must desire 1ts
success, and the harmonious working of all its

parts, which would be 1mpossible were its provi-

stons to be violated to the detriment of the Ca-

tholic minority.

To this we reply that the working of the pro-

posed Union will soon be altogetber beyond

the reach of the dozen or so of mdividuals who

met at Quebec to arraoge. its terms, and will

havespassed mto the bhands of an irresponsible

Protestant majorily. It is absurd to suppose

that some twenty years hence for instance, when

in all probability most, if not all, of the said in-

dividuals shall be in their graves, that the Pro-

testant majority eitber iu the local legislature of
Upper Canada, or in the central government will
be restrained 1n its hostile designs against a Ca-

tholic minority, by the seriousness and sincerity”
of the defunct delegates to the Quebec Confer-

ence of 1861,

And again, siace the NMinerve bases its ¢ full

confidence” in the future honesty and iwpartial-

}ty ot the central government upon purely per-

sonal grounds—to wit, the bonesty and smcerity
of the Quebec delegates, we also may be pardon-
ed for assigning personal grounds for doubting
there, where the Minerve confidently believes:
Mr. George Brown for instance 1s one of those
delegates on whose good faith so much depends
and upon whose honesty and truthfulness the
Minerve bases its ¢ full confideoce ;” and yet
but a short time ago M. Cartier, in open Parlia-
ment, solemnly and dehberately put on 1ecord
this opinion of the said Mr George Brown :—

# That he—Mr George Brown-—bad a moral de-
ect; that he could never kecp within the trath.”

In this opwion of Mr. George Browa we fully
cogeur with M. Cartier ; and therefore we con-
clude that the * full confidence’ of the Minerve
is based on a very rotten foundation. :
And this we will add, that our contemporary
does not reduce s theories to praclice; when
s personal 1nterests are concerned he lays
aside his simplicity or bonlomnie; and drcomes
as sceptical even as the TRUE Wirness., He
is confiding, full of trust, and liberal only when
the interests of others, and notably the moral and
spintuzl anterests of the Catbolics of Upper
Canada, are at stake. For mstance—

Our * full of confidence” contemporary shall
have, we will suppose, an nnporiant business
{ransaclion in which his property is seriously con-
cerned. Does any one suppose that, upon the
grounds that he did not look upon the other
party with whom he contracted as ¢ either an
idiot or a monster,” he would neglect to take
ample legal security, or that he would knowigly
leave it in the power of that other party to de-
fraud im ? No, certanly, He would be con-
tent with nothing less thana formal contract,
the terms of which—and this 1s the essential
powt, the Minerve pretends not to see it—the
terms of which might, and would, should tke
other contracting party. be inclined lo play

false, be enforced 1 G Court of Justice, and
by the strong arm of the law. In all coutracts
or copstitutions which may be so enforced, we
also huve full coafidence; for any contract,
‘guarantee, or constitution - which cannot be so
enforced, we would not give one straw, neither
would our coatemporary were lus personal and
material interests at stake. -

| “Femikns axp’ Justes

Indeed, if the.

World contaws,a report:of. a- Fenidn, meetisg
‘held in Jersey City, the perusal of :which should,
we think, convince -all’ men not blinded by pre-
judice, that the society whose -proceedings and
whose. Resoluttons it.records is esst}nti_ally_ a‘pt_l-
Catholie, and one with which no Irishman who
is oot at heart an apostate, or mcipient Swad-
dler, would have any connection. Judged by its
proceedings, and its avowed © Resolutions,” we
say, the Flenians form an essentially anti-Catholic
and revolutionary society ; and their proper place
1s under the baoner of Gavazzi, Garibaldiand
Co., and 1n the ranks of the avowed enemies of
the Catholic Church and . the: Holy Fatber.—
This shall be clear from their own enunciation of
principles. '

The cause of the Fenzan meeting was to in-
sult, and protest against the action of the wortby
Catholic Pastor of Hudson City, who 1t seems
had exercised bis spiritual imfluence and priestly
authonty to prevent the scandalous desecration
of the Lord’s Day, the 11th instact, by a public
political meeting, beld 1n a place of public resort
known as the Washington Hall. The priest, as
m duty bound, endeavored to prevest in so far
as Catholics were concerned, this desecration,
and by so doing aroused the indigpation of the
Fenians, ‘who lavished upon in consequence a
torrent of abuse and insult, which it would have
rejoiced the beart of a George Brown to have
heard, and which even a Gavazzi could not have
surpassed 1n virulence.

It is panfully evident from the names of those
who summoned the meeting that they were of
Irish origin, and probably were once Catholics
themselves, or are at ail eveats the children of
Catholic parents : and thus we have before usa
striking instance of the demoralising influence of
the social atmosphere which these men breathe
on this side of the Atlantic. No people, no race
of ancient or modern times, whose history bas
reached vs, have approved themselves at home,
in their native Jand, so true, so brave, so faithful
so incorruptible as have the Irish; and even in
the Northern States, in spite of their deleterious
atmosphe: e and their demoralising influences, the
first generation of Irish Catholics do geaerally,
or at least 1 the great majority of instances, re-
main faithfsl.  Yet even amongst these there
are more defections, more apostacies, in a single
year, than there have been amongst the entire
Irish at home sioee the days of Elizabeth ; whilst
for their descendants of the second and third
generation, apostacy is the rule. Jumperism 1
a moral disease to which all Catholics are as
much exposed in the Northern States, as are the
men who work on the Western canals and rail-
roads to the attacks of fever and ague. Itisa
disease which carries off the French Canadian
immediately ; but from its ravages even the Irish
Catholic immigrants, so true, so brave, so noble
in the old world, are not exempt,jas may be seed
from the avowed principles of Fenianism which
is, we fear, recruited ina great measure from
their ranks., "Che fate of the Catholic emigrant
to the Northern States ia short {furnishes the
materials for the most painful and the most
bumiliating chapter in the IHistery of the
Church; and whilst in every other quarter of
the globe she s advancing from triumph to
triumpb, winning back long erring souls to her
fold, the sad fact remains’ on record, established
by incontestible statistics, that in the Northern
States, in spite of the enormous annual acees-
stons to her numbers from unmigration, and the
fictitious appearance of prosperity that this im-
migration gives to her, the Catholic Church has
to mourp over the constant and wholesale de-
fection of her own children—a2 defection that
must be counted not by tens of thousands, or
even by hundreds of thousands, but by milkoss,
These painful facts were strongly iasisted upon
by a learned and beloved Irish Catholic Prelate
of this country, in a prost important document
by him lately addressed to the IMierarcny and
Clergy of Ireland; and the TResolutions of the
Fenians which we give below, and which were
unanimously adopted as embodymng the politico-
rehgions principles of the entire Society, will
show how deeply the corroding cancer of apos-
tacy hasstruck its roots, how extensive and how
loathsome are the ravages of the fell disease.—
The ¢ Resolutions” read like the ¢ Resolu-
tions” of 2 mob of Italian infidels, re volutionists,
and cut-throats, presided over by a Gavazaz, a
Garibald;, or some other of the blood-stained
crew, whose sacrilegious bands are ever agaist
the Church, aod whomn Exeter Hall delights to
honor ; they are * Resolutions” i short, which
every rabid Orangeman will approve of and en-
dorse, and which therefore every honest Catho-
lic, untamnted by apostacy, must from his beart
condemn, repudiating them and therr authors
with scorn and detestation. Liet us look at these
Resolutions. :

The preamble enuntiates the object of the
meeting—to wit, to protest against a Catho-
lic priest for baving i the exercise of his duties
ona Holy Day of the Church, waraed his peo-
ple agamnst a certan course of action, endeavor.’
ing to deter them from s by religious threats

Fenians denounce as “undue and unconstitu-

and . spiritual _admonpitions, means which . the

T tioml.” Then;the folloming Resoltions appear
2 g boen propossd and umiuimeisly adopt-

edos—lv v L S ST
- t'Bg'it Resolved ~That we; the Fenians of Jersey

‘&cd Hudson cities, hereby repudiate and repel'all ece

clesiastical interference with our political action ‘a8
citizens of the United States, whether the said action
has reference ‘to Ireland or America, and that we ac-
knowledge no arbiters. in - the exércize of our ecivil
fonctions, except the laws and Constitntion under
which we live.” ’ - o

tt Be it Resolved~That we look upon’ the conduet
of the Rev. B, Vaatura on the occasion mentioned in
the foregoing preamble to be an unwarrantable nsur.
pation of despotic power, intolerable i a democratic
republie, and, if submitted to, calculated to under-
wiee aad eventually to destroy our dearest privileges
ag freemen.” Finally—

« R it Kesolved—That we noi only protest againat
this unwarrantable and despotic exercise of assumed
authority on the part of Rev. E: Ventura, or. any
other ehurchman, but that we will boldly and stead.
fagtly resigs the pame.” '

We accept the above as embodying the po-
litco-religious principles of the entire Featan
Society ; and as they are essentially anti-Catho-
lic principles, as they in short contamn a formal
Protest against the Church, we content our-
selves mith remarking that, though there is po.
thing incousistent or dishonorable in the conduct
of a Protestant who enrolls himseif amongst the
Fenians, a Roman Catholic Feniun involves a
contradiction in terms ; and, that the man who
holds the principles enumerated above is, if he has
the impudence to call himself a Cathohe, not a
patriot, but a traitor, and a Jumper ; nots martyr
m a good cause, but a dirty apostate ; not a faith-
ful son of Ireland, but a sneak, a liar, and a rank
hypocrite. '

If any one should object to this opinionag*harsh,
we beg leave to powt out to him the following
passage from a speech delivered at the meeting
by one of the Fenians ; it embraces the formal
principle of Protestantism, that is to say of . all
possible heresy, as well as that of Fenianism .

¢t Ho—the speaker—said that he would not sa-
crifice his opinions as a Fenian to apy authority,
sacredotal or otherwise,’

Wherein we ask, in so far as rehgious princi-
nles are concerned, does the Fenian differ from
the most rabid of #low Orangemen ?”.from a
Gavazzi, a Garibaldi, or a Vionk Leaby?

The Montreal Herald of the 21st instant, de-
nouaces and with good reason the ridiculous
sensation stories about * Fenian invasions” and
“ wholesale massacres of Proteslants” circulated
by some of our Canadian journalists, The
Herald says :— '

Tur Fry¥iaNs.—Among the other cuuges of confu-
sion just nmow thrown into the caldron of trouble are
the real or imaginary proceadiogs of the afiiliated
society koown ag Fenians, It nppears that by way
of boaxes—stupid hoaxes, which in times like these
deserve punishment—reports have been spread of
acts of aggression committed by persons belonging
to this organisation. One of these stories wes to
the effoct that the Feanlans had been drilling to the
number of foar or five bundred ; bad bought up- xll
the gunpowder in the neighborbood ; had destroged
the Orange Hall and Presbyterian church at Meno,
and were about $o murder all the Protestants of Ade
jsla. Many of the inbsbitants of the latter piace,
in a terrible scare, packed up their families in their
sleighs, and drove them to what they doubtless re-
garded as the safer shelter of Orangerills, oaly re-
turning to their homes when they bad mustered a
sufficient force to guaraniee themseives agaicst dan-
ger. The whole affair was of course g humbug.—
Then agsain an iubabitant of {Fergns bas telsgraphed
to the Toronto Leuder thatceome five hupdred Fe-
nian3 were drilling in bis neighbprbood ; nothing of
the kind having taker place..

Our Montreal contemporary seems to have
forgotten that the editor of the Toronto Glofe has
been not only the prume instigator or author of
these * can ards™ or hoaxes, but their most in-
fluential disseminator. e it was who first pub-
lished to the world the uionstrous hoax that the
Catholic churches of Toronto were stored with
arms and ammuoition for a second St. Bartho-
lemew massacre ; and the other journelists of
Upper Canada whom the Herald condemas have
but according to their hghts and their several ca-
pacities followed the example of the editor of
the Globe, who 1s emphatically the ¢ fatber ot
lies,” but for whom the Herald has no con-
demnation.

Next in mendacity to the Toronto Globe
stands the Montreal Wziness. Indeed of this
worthy pair 1t 18 hard to say which is the more
unscrupulous, though to the latter must be
yielded the palm for grosser absurdity. The Globe
preserves or studies to preserve an appearance
of probability even in its most desperate lies;
the Montreal Witness sets the obligations of
truth, of commeon sense, and of grammar alke at
defiance. Take the following as a fair specimen
of the stuff with which it regales its intelligent
readers, and which we clip from its issue of the
22nd 1nstant.

The writer, who dales s communication
from Fergus, Dec. 19th, having informed us that
the Fenians are drilling m every township, and
bemg desirous of capping the Globe’s fine sensa-
tion story about the Catholic churches, and the
arms stored therein—adds the following soul har-
rowing details :—

i Sgveral coffins “were Geen going into the ceme-
tery lately, very heavy, which took six men to hft,
supposed to be pikes,”’~Monlreal Witness.

'We know not whether the more to marvel at
the matter, or the manper, of this extraordinary
revelation; ¢ Several coffins were seen going int0
the cemetery /.- No wonder that the good Pro-
testants of Fergus stood aghast at such an ua-
usual sight, than which . no;h:ri_g “mdte extra-
ordinary is related in the anoals of ‘table-tutniog

“and modern spiritualism. “And what is meant by




