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The drawing-room, sottly ligbted withi lips, ta, the girl's white brow, -ad at thatwax candlee la silver sconces, and, f ns- humn the hatned vhioh Bs. lad beengrant tramn the Saones vbiob adorned it cberiahing la hon aobing passianate heantvîth mach profusion, vas empty vhen died out for ever.
Bestnice Penrin entered it, on the even- " Eov l i I Hugi neyer ispoke ta, me ofing et Leslie Scott's arrivaI st Oakhamp- you ?" Leslie questioned gently, la berton. Dinner vas not yet aven ; but Bee musical vola., sa abe looked at the lovelylaed excusefi bensolf fnom the long, state- floven-like face vltl drearny fan awayIy, and oorernanious meal, ber avoon in eyes. "Ro oould bardly bave torgottenthe afternoon being the reaion. She sucb. a sisten.»
might have excused benseîf also tramn any " Hugli nover sav Bee until bus retnappeanance that evening ; but sho felt, homo a fow monthi ince," answeredpaon child, as if IL would be easier te Lady Ponsyth haatily. "lShe carne ta memeet Lesilie Scott-happy, tantanate, dunlng bis absence abroad, and bnigliten-triumphant Lelie-la Lb. coft-shaded ed rny Ionely lite es I could not haveligit eft he dalaty drawing-room than lu bopedto have IL brlghtenod danlng Hugli'atIe fall glane of day. absence."

Lying atill and motionlest on ber little -And It la youn platane tuat Mn. A8tnet-wite bed, wbore ah. had drearned no ton la painting 1" said Leslie slovly. "Imany drearns et love and joy, she had can lrna ns vhat pleasure bornaet haveboard the uliseli et the canniage retarn- Insda tarnk," mIe added, with a littleIng tram tIe station, brin)ging Sir Hugh amil.
sud bie sti .e; but she had not risen te "H.ela a good antiat, " sid. lady For-looh eut at thein bappineurs ad ber beaty; myth, vfth a touaI af ooindeension iah. had only buried lier plie face la ber ber haughty mariner. "H. bas beenpillovsa md cried a littîs, pitying horseit very successiul lu yoan own portrait. 1veakly and childiahly, and bating Leslie underatand ho bas nothing i the Aca-witb unne.oning haLnea. Wlien ber derny ti year. Hov la that 7"miaidi lad conte ta dreas lier, ah.lhadt besn "Ho intended my pioturo for theifull efthLe beauty sud grace et Miss Acaderny," Leslie însversd, eolouringScott, and bad descnibed in adring aligbiltly
terme tb. delicate gray travelling dreas "Ined 1 , Why vas It mit exhibibsud bat ah. vane. Be. bad listened la ed 1"
silence, makirig no comment, sud letting "CHugI dtd net yulh," Leslie replied,the maid. tollow ber evn teste in ber the taint oolour deepening.melection et tbe dross aIe vo nId ; and the "Mn. Strettan la a Tory old tnlsnd etfvoman lied ohosen nîcely, ton the rose- youroi" Lady Foeyth asked oîoolly.tit et lier ovenmng-drm gave Bee'is white "'Yeu, sud rny ooasin," Leslie neturned acheehi afaint refoioted glov, preventlng quistlyý. "The eldest and bout fniondi w.the palanr tram being remarked. bave."IL vas a vey dàlaty delioste Bee vIe À littîs silence follaved this remrnak.tentened tb. ilr.g romi vitli a slow, Lady Forsyth baid aunk on a mots, andlanguid stop, sud eanii down in a Io wvas restlag laiguldly npon the mlkenchair at the Tanther end ofthLe rom, h4It cushions ; the two girls voe standing al-sonoeed _by the contly lace cuntaîni most side by aide, Leslie tal and grace- gvhicî, thadedabe wlaô.ova, sud waited fui sud Iov4I JW bo&uait4 as& a pouLst'vith a quiokly beatlng leanit and tremul- drean, In ber rase Iaed draperies. Ly 1eus lips. Foreytli vas looking ut thorn througî berShe lad net long te wit. Pressntlî black lashes tboaghttally and critically,the doons voe thrown open, sud Be'. and ber glance a it rested on Leslie, vas tvatolung eles sav tbem corne in, Lady usîtien severe or anklad.

Purnythani Mima Scott. Neitbenr HaRgI Leslepleaed ber; augry ai mIe vasnon Mark vas with thom, sud Bee toIt at 1er son'. choice, pititul as as toît ta-a swift relief li tb. thougit that lis wouid varda LIe girl whon mbie lovod and wbornnet b. prenant wîen ah. met bis love. &he had destined for Iis vite, iLl Leslle tSheu est sil, vatching thern corne ton- ploamed her. Sh lked bhomo, wlth bnagyard, Lady Faryt very etately la ber rare oharn et expression and beautifal dblack satin and lice, Leslie mo gracetal dinh eyes. She liked ber mauner, se band %Ft1tio la ber soit, ellnglng lace- pontootly vell-bred sud faulLies. lin fitrzmnod dreas ot or.amy Indian muaîn, gnacetal self-poséemmlon, ber voloe so iveet bvita laces at ber tbroat, and sliading the sud musical sud eilesant. SI, dld netserni-bare, vhite arma, ber only spot ot wonder at 1er mon s infatuation;, but mie 1calotin a deop red rase vhicî nestied In did vonder-even as Mark Stre;ten, hadber bosorn. don@ more titan once-low, baving loved 136b. vas beautiful. Bs.'. jealous oye. Leslie and besn loved Iq ler-by this tlmv the strnge eharm ot ber anoommon. voma, mo tain sud gentle, and truc, ho tface, the. matchles grace et ber moe- slimdd bave ceaaed te love ber ton the vment&.; but Lhey sav tee that abc looked o*@,o this beautltul geldeu-balred ohdld el
sale and almnst grave, snd there vas a iëh laceod se mmay o f her rivai's charma.ltle pathetla droop about ber lips, as if Two servante brouglit lu coffe, and ismo paint ai thougît veon near. voes follovsd a]mont lznmedlately by tb. viLady Forsytia' dinh eyem vent swftly tva yoang men, Sir Hugli looklng flushodround the dravlng-room, rested on Bee sud bnilliant, Mark moody and dlssatiofi- Hfor a moment, and viti anw onoouraglng ed, a they carne up te, the prettylittle hbmugte %bc, metloed ber ta corne forvard. group nean the *Juido*. Boxh girls ehBe. did no, -1er fair face allame wltb changed colour a th.y appoared, b ut, tacalotin nôv, ber oye., brigbt viti ber la- vhile Be. bluabed a roay rod, Leslletons. suppressed, exolternent, b.r rase- grew Tory pale.,ouMA draperies trailing sot tly miter ber au "I arn glad te, ses yen botter, Misa Fer."

Wh £tku. ris," Mark sald gently hil"TII 1%m dagîton," PIlady Fonybt "HIEas mli, been il T' Leslie ashod-In liermaid, taking Bso'% band lanhens ; and as pretty caresingfIlon. "lSie look& utfor eue moment lle's velvety brovu vory vol? nev.
Ile loeked iL Leb. bantifl, bluablg "lTes, but the leat triei ber," La4y bslfttbe face, a swift sudden gleant ai con- Ponsyth, puit la qulckly. "lHugh, 1 torget; vwsocousneusa praing luta tIera, an if tbe did pou ton me vbetlier Misa Scott sang */ver>' uigbt ciet uong ginî'a vouderfal or nae?bevelinema lad expialxisomethlng vbieb ___4M» bner voie. atung Mark as no

=u.'dugîe, re ted Lad, abise lin ail1 ptobability, for biehea
yoreytI iat LU% I p ut ont hoe and fu edagiy..ud thon, itit. a sdoinlàp e bout 'I tQrgb wbother yen asked me," lio wtorvmd-ohs via mt talerthx B..- sald ""u7 lBut IL la ne tee lateAnd Dut ber lips, ber svuet brus, gessouo to tellU absth dees both, Leslie", bo

-his 7olce chanqed and softened as lie
turned to, her-"lwill you sing for us,
dear Im1 hould like to, beryouain."1

Ho bad spoken vsry gently, and with
a gracef ai deference whioh was pretty to
see ; but perhaps Leslie mluised the old
fond tendernes which had no otten thrill-
ed ber during their friendahlp, for mli.
hesitated a little.

"Perhapis you are tired 1" Lady For-
syth said inqulringly.

"lWill it bo troubling you too much,
dear 1" Sir Hugh asked, bonding hi%
haudsome head aver lier.

"KNot ab ail," she responded gently.
"I1 will ulnk if you wish It, Hughi."

Sh. put hier hand within his arm ta go
tothepiano,and Marksawhow jealousy Bee
watched them. Sinoe the young man
hiadt entsred the roorn Sir Hugh had
neither spoken ta nor looked at his
notber's adopted daughter ; but perhaps
ho oould mee the fair troubled face for ail
that.

Leslie mat down at the piano, runnlng
lier fingers sot tly aven the keys, with a
touoh and style which made Lady Forsyth
lift er black eyebrows.

Sir Hugli had dnawn up a chair beaide
the. piano bnd was uitting leanig sllgbt-
Ly forw r, him head an bie bond, bis
eyeis on Leslie'n fair, dneamlng face, bis
thouglite -where ?

Mark bad gane over to an open win-
rlow, and was standing there, milent and
preooupied ; Bee, feeling lonely and de-
Îorted, nestled amidot nme iken cah-
ions, and tried tokeep the teil-tale lipafroin
quiver , the blue eyes from fillin8 wltli
toars. It was very hard, she thought
wearily, recalling the other evenings
ipent in the etâtely dnawing-room. when
Leady Porsyth dozed over her crewels and
Sir Huglibad Uingened by ber aide and
talkedmno softly, and sang to hon in a ton-
ler minor key 1 Now lhe wa& forgotten;
xe bad no thought for hoer, ail hie care
mnd tendernes, and attention vere~iven ta another, to one who had a right
Oft._» penfeet nilt4 vhile ah. war
eht 1ou ',M i ihe eold. a

Meanwhile Leslie played on mot tly, and a
lugh, vatching her in silence, looking st f
he drearny eyes and white tbnoat and
hinlng chestnut bain, stanted a little as
bo turned to him.

6-You have been well ail theue long
reeks 1" mIe aaid gently ; it vas almost
b. finit opportunlay ot pnivate speech
rith him she had had, for during their
rive tram the station Ie attentio lad.
son olaimed by bis hormes, vhiah veneL
rnsh anxd splrlted, and there had flot P
son muol chance ot conversation. p
"oh, yen, Tory veli 1I And you, Les-

e V"
"I1 have been weil," she answered moft- c

r; but, ai ho looked at hien, he oould 1eea
îat the sott eheekm vers thinner than 0l
îsy sbould have been, and that there il
ere dark airclea round ber beautital di

at
"Yet you are thinnen and paler, dean"l 0 t
* add, vhth a touaI of remorse In hie af

oiee. ol
"I as noyer Tory atout or vory osaugli. Wfhy did you nat tell me of the ~

autiful yoang muster 1 shauld find herel" s
LO said toitiyi, tuniiing ber eose upon hiem
ce wlth a liak ot enquiry. 'q
"I1 suppose I Wa sornsthing euse tu,
eak of, lAde," he answened hurriedly. Oi
1arn afraid you have been wonklng too
brd lately. "
"No," she replied calrnly. «Il have
>t been doing more thaunusal. "
"6But that is toc, much,' far too mach," Li
îsaid impationtly. "lLeslie, I wiah you TI
culd. gratify me in thia. Do give up ab
'un profession-" vi
"*1 arn under engagements whiol I eau- de
t break," abs lnterruptedgently. "'You fix
member wo spoke ef this foore, Hugh. th

rmuet let me keep rny Independence thi
Ltil-ufltil" ber voice faltered nmre- in
iab-i"uatil I amn youn vif., dear." on
"I1 bats to think of you on the stage," bu
rejoined, li the. sme impatient, pe«u'

talant manner ; "'to tbink that any one
Who likes bas a right to cnitiaise and com-
ment and admire and censure ? Leslie,
do give it ap, dean, if yoa love me."

"I do love you," aIe answened very
gently. "But because I love you, 1 ean-
kiot give up au old triend who has been
veny good to me, and my prof ais hs
that ta, me, Hugh."P

"And you will flot; give it up for me."
*'No, dear, flot even for you. "
"I believe you like the excitement and

applause and admiration," lie said'mood-
il7 .

Leslie laughod.
"Porhapm I do," she answered lightly,

as she lifted her bande fnoux the piano
and cnossed them lu ber lap.

LAdy Forsytb turned to amk if she were
flot going ta sing.

"Yoa play eharnlngly, rny dear," mie
said gnaciously, "and, if you sing equally
weîl, I shall thlnk you have aIl the ac-
complishmento."
.A mornont's beeltation, thon t ho lite

jowelled fingen souglit the white keys
once more. Months ai tonwands ber
hoarers rernerbered the yards of ber
Bong.

OiStrew on bier roses, roses.
And neyer a spray of yew,

In quiet I'he reposes-
Ah, would that 1 did too I

"Her mIrtb the world required,
5h. Iesthed it in Siniles of gie

But her heurt vas tlred, tired,
Anl nov they lot ber be.

"Her life vas turning. turning
lu mpzes of heait and.round;

But for per ce bier soul wus yearningt
And non, poace laps bier round.

"Hon aabined, ample spirit,
J t fluttenr-d and failed for breath;

To.n;ght it deth iuiint
Thie vamty hall of deatb."

Ai the rloh voico died away and Leslie
osp, tbey aIl looked at hoer iu silence for
moment; she, vas very pale, but she was

miling, sud sie looked strangely beauti-
111.

"6Thank yau, rny dean," Lady Forsyth,
aid., "That la a pretty sang, but very-
ad."
"Do you think it nad?" Leslie asked,

nlllng. "It seerni ta me suoh a
appr sang. Mies Perrn, do yoa not

'.Yes, Bee singe, but flot like yen,"1 said
ady Foayth lisily. "Do not leave the
lana, my dear. At the rlsk af being lrn'
ortunate, I will aok you ta, sing again.
aou have givon me mach pleasure."
A flush ot gratification rose in Leslle'o

heek at the gracloas sud hindi7 varda;
id mie glanced at ber laver to seo if ho
ianed ber pleasure. Hoe vas looklng
oody and dissatlsfled, bis oyes wene
>wncant, snd ho vas rsstlessly pulling
bis long fair mastacho, witb strorig an-

eady fingers. The brightneoss died out
Leslie's face au she st, down againand

ice more her.nlcb sot t volce rase, fllling
e roorn wih molody. This tira. she
ng sme pretty gracef aI ballad, a -love-
ng with a tender passionate refrain,
bldh ran thus-

L)vo. I kuioi not when or boy.-
aly tbus, only this, thin that once Ven

loved me,
Oaly thi., 1 love yau nov, I love you

now, I love you nov! ',
As the oweet tender sitrain dled away,
eslie glanced at Sir Hugli once moes.
ils time thene vas na moodines, ne
'straction, on bis face, and bis blue eyo,
th a passonste eager light in their
ptia, a light of adoring love, vero
:ed upon Bee's face. As tbey rosted
ere ahe liftd bers ; ere mIe' dropped
ern again, they had answered the light
bis, and that one luok told aiH, not
ly te the man vIe lad toîîght agiaina

loveasud tried toi be loyal, but te LIs
mm Who Ioved 1dm, and Who lin t


