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" The Independent" itsolf thus comments on
them:

" They (the Bishops) say with singular un-
anmity, that the concession involves a surron-
der wbich they cannot properly make, and the
reasons they give have it must be admitted no
littie force. They agree that the Ilistorie
Episcopate is an institution of Divine Authority,
and as such is imbedded in the Constitution of
the Church. That constitution would have to
bc changed. Such a change might involve in-
jury, and in the language of Bishop Gailor, 'any
injury donc to the Episcopal Constitution would
be regarded with no less dismay than an injury
donc to the Faith itself.' In the second place
the historie Episcopate bas been received by
unbroken tradition from the Primitive Church,
and can no more be repudiated says Bishop
Leonard (of Ohio) ' and sot aside and omitted
than cither the Bible, the Creeds, or the Sacra-
monts.' It is a ' trust from God,' and must not
be botrayed. Third, it would be to surrender a
central ground of unity. Unity had its beginn-
ing in the College of the Apostles; it is to ho
regained and restored by the College of the
i';piscopate. Fourth, such a change would break

ic unity which exists botween the Episcopal
Church and the othov branches of the Anglican
Communion. Fifth, it would put the Episcopal
Ciuirch out of harmony with four-fifths of all
who profess the Christian .faith. It is unques-
tionably truc that the great majority of Chris-
tians belong to CommuMons baving the h istoric
Epliscopate. Sixth, in the language of Bishop
Clark, ' if one fonce comes down, ail the fences
inust go.' "

One may gatber from this summary that tho
'round was well covered, and that the claims

of the Church have been presented by these
i ndeecndeUnt wisl o c i w a way wc muust

conipel attention and respect.
From our point of view thore is one thing

which deserves more particular notice as boing
in itrelf a sign of the times, and very full of
promise for the REAL reunion of the churches
by and by. It is the fact that in so many of
lheo Epicopal replies union with our Christian
bretliren of tho varions denorninations is viewed
mlerely as a coitingency to that union the re-
covery of which is of the first importance bc
tween ourselves and the two other groat
branches of the Catholic tamily.

" If wo are wrong," says Bishop Neely, " in
our views of the origin, authority and functions
of' ic Christian ministry. we have at least the
satisfaction of sharing them with fbur-fifths of
tlie Christian world ; and for the rest it is butter
that we should be condemned because of bon-
e.tly entertaining such views and of leginlating
in accordance with them, tian becau-e of will-
fuilly setting up barriers of our ownî devisiiig,
and insisting upon imaintaining them when even
so grave a question as, that of the corporate
unitv of the Church is concerned."

" Christian unity," says Bishop Tuttle, "I had
its beginning in the College of the Aposties. It
had its historica continuance in the Collego of
tc Episcopate at least down to A. i. 1054, the
date of the schibm botween the Church of' the
East and the Church of the West. fhe law of
unity was ' Episcopatus unus est cujus in solidum
pars a singulis tenetur.' Yet in bpito of this
schism in the Episcopato and spite of the se-
cession from it in the Continental Reformation
of the sixtcenth century, to-day of the 478,000,-
000 of Christians in the world a58,000,000 are
lipiscopalians and only 120,000,000 non-Epis-
copalans. A thoughtful person concludes that
as the College of the Apostles began Christian
unity, so the College of the Episcopate may well
be called on to help to regain and restore Chris-
tian unity; and that to advocate any practices
or views for the alleged promotion of Christian
unity which disregard and coutil out the lis-
toric Episuopate is simply -" propter vivendi
causas perdere vitam."
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" Wore ail in this chuîrch," says Bislop Niles,
"in our great love of our separated brethren to
deal untruly with the EIiscopato, holding it as
a thing which w are frce to take up or to lay
down. aside from the sin of it we woiild wholly
forteit our place as a possible mediary betweei
the Protestant bodios on the one hand, and the
ancient Churches of the East and of Latin
Christianity. Suroly we ought aIl to care for
the whole family God. L :t one weigh the
words of the Ultramontanc (Roman) DeMaist ro
touching the possible calling of the Anglican
Episcopate, in God's restoration of unity. and to
them add the strong language of the scholarly
Archbishop of Zanto, of the Orthodox Eastern
Church, which ho used upon this very sub'ject
at the recent consecration of the Bishop of
Massacliusetts. When hie bas pondered tliei
ho will scarcely wishî us to give away this pos-
sible power, this trust for the entire household
of Christians."

Bishop Ilowo of Central Pennsylvania says
IL is the faith of this chur'ci that the Lord not

only ordained two Sacramients lor the Coi-
munioin of Ilis poople, but also set apart certain
ordersof men for their administration, and pro-
vided for a succession of theni fromn age to age.
Wo cau no more ignore teic Divine order of the
Church than we can the ' sacred nysteries' in
truisted to it, or the sacred S-riptures which
contaili the listory of RoîdiOiiptioi. * *

What can be neant, by Christian uiity if' it is
first to b conceded thiat there is not to ba ona re-
cognized source and channel fron whiclh iiiiis-
terial authorization is to b obtiiod ; that sets
may be iultipliod ad libitina and that every
secl may autthorize its own ministers of divine
oracles ?'

" If we can sttile," says flishop Scarborough,

wo find il in the Nev Teitamuent, in the Early
Church. in the Cliiri for liften ceniti es, and
what it is to-day in the great body of believers,
our feet will b on solid grouid."

Bishop Whitiehead stiys: " As the matter
now stands, the Episcopal churbcli (in commiion
with the immense majiu-ority ot Christiatis of the

present and of' tli past as w'ell) withouit on1
particle of personal feeling, or tinkindness lo
any individ mal, holds what she bolieves lu be the
Apostolie, Primitive, and afterward Scriptural,
position, backied by eighteenlii centuris of' coii-
tinuity sinice."

Bishop Jollnston says: " ite Anglican
Church lias flaith to hope and pray foir a larger
and more coipi'eliiiivei unity than that re-
pre.ctied by hie Protestant bodies. IL is ied-
less to sav that any idua of a union of all Chris-
tiais w-oull have to be alanîdouiel if we give up
the historie iniiistry, which is so tenuaciouisly
leld by the most aicient branches of the
Cliutrclh."

"'If lic A postolic Succession in tli Christian
Chturch," Bishop Leonard of Ohio says " is an
obstacle to Ciiurc-i Union, ticnî this A mericari
Episcopaf branchi must not be ield respoiisible.
IL is not bar fault that this mnimuîstry is lier in-
lieritance. The burden was ilposeid Loo long
ago, and bas been borne too nany genorations
to bc objcted lo now aI this end of the milie-
teOeIth centurv. And religious people who have
voluntarily aId conscigintiouly -eparated thim-
selves fromt the ancient and venie-raîble Catholic
Body, ought not to feel aggrieved. if that Body
insists upon the esseritiality and ned for Apos-
tolic ordination."

I Such a repeal," Bishop Gailor says, " would
involve asurretderio the belief in the iecessity
of Episcopal ordination, and uhîiiately of the
Episcopate itself. It migit po.sibly be a long
stop toward union with a few of our lrotcetait
bretlren ; but it certaiily would b a complote
abandonment of even the prospect of' viible
union with the remaining tire-f'ourthis of' the
Christian world."

We have not quoted from the replies of

Bishops who are recognized everywhere as out-
spoken on the Catholic side. Tho naines of Mo-
Laren, Seynour, Nicholson and Grafton are
among tho twenty-seOn, and overy one knows
itat what falls froin then wiill have the Catho-
lie ring about it. The quotations we have givon
show that they are by not moans alone, and we
think furnishes some indication that things are
not aIl going the way of the Broads.-The Ange-
lus, C/ücago.

THE ITJTUIGY.

A ritual onshrines and preservos the truth.
Men recognizo this truth in the various secret

sociaties which they have founded. Ili order

to porpotuato the principles of those bodies, te

guard them froi change or loss, to preserve
theim froni the careless meddling and the more

critminal attacks of this and each succeeding

generation-to serve these purposes, mon put
the principlos which thoy would koop into a
settled ritual; and tien they dooma their so-
(iety and its truth secte. Now, precisely the
samne ends aro to be accomplished, and the
s:no danger to b averted, in the Churcli of
Gol. The Chuirch is to b the pillUr and
groind of th lrath. The Church is to kop
that trilth that will save 1mian kind-not mao rely

tis or that genoration of imn, but overy gon-
eration of mon, aiway on in lie future, "l till
the last syllable of recorded tiia." She could
nîot do this aIt all wcru slo nlot a IL divine inistilu.
tion.

But, divine as is tle Chlirch in its origin
aId oriranuizationi. in anotior asnct if is L

bodv af mon, of' inful, falliblo men. Bcause
thisis tle casa the Chliurh's treasure of truth
is liable to the saine dangers whieb assail any
otier body of nen. The shifting opinions of
succesive generations bout agaiist lie sliro
of' divine truth, as ic stori waves lash Eddy-
stone Light ; and were thora iot breakwaters
and deleces provideid to guar d the truith, it
would in timoe bu washed away. The Liturgy
lkeeps the truth of Christ, as if, wora, in a cas
ket--a caskat wlici is always opnil for the in-
spection of' eachi privato Christian. Every
Lord's Day va iiamy sac that the juwol of great
prica is tliere, tinchanged and undimmed ini
even ils fiieit point. Suicli a rituiti expresses
the trutih in the inost exact language attain-
able, emlibodies it in hlauguîage whici is scilitifi-

'ally urata, in words which, liko fine gold,
iave belon refined soven Limes in the fires of
the Church's mtrtyrdoi, and have beon
heatei iiito perfec t shape by the giants of lier
past history.

The Prayer Biook is the chronomoter by
whicii evory privae time pitci munti b set,
and by whose hielp the ship of Christ calcu-
lates lier course across the trackless sea of
timeuî.-Selected.

W have the astraice tlt not in) a gemoral
way but in a sipecial manner and legree Josus

has prayed for a peculiar blossing in the lino of
our loving labors in beliaîf of those to whom
we aro sont ini His naine. What need hava wu
to doubt or flear as to the resilt of our labors
wlici have this intereession in their behaf?-
IL Clay Traminlll, D.Ph.
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