
anwd to hold for the purpose for which it was
founded. And the -Apostles and the eatly
Christians very evidently believed that they
possessed that truth in ail its fulness, and that
the Church collectively was made the depositary,
the keeper, and the witness of that truth, thus :
S. Paul exhorts those ta whom he writes ta
"stand fast in the faith" (i Cor, xvi. 13), ta
"examine themselves whether they be in the
faith " (2 Cor. xiii. 5), ta "strive together with
one mind for the faith of the Gospel" (Phil. i.
27), to "continue in the faith grounded and
settled " (Col. 1. 23), ta " walk established in the
faith as ye have have been taught " (ii. 7), and
tells Titus ta rebuke the Cretians "sharply that
they may be sound in the faith " (i. 13) ; and Ue
speaks of those who have made shipwreck of
the faith (i Tim. i, 19) and "càncerning the
truth have erred " (ii. i8) ; Ue tells Titus that a
Bishop must be one "holding fast the faithful
word as hath been taught, that Ue muay be able
by sound doctrine ta exhort and ta conîvince
the gainsayers " (i. g), and Timothy that he must
"hold fast the form of saund words whicU thou
hast heard cf Me" (2 Tim. i. 13), and thanks
God that the members of the Church in Rome
hadI "obeyed from the heart that fam of doc-
trine whereunto ye were delivered "-ie. pledged
in their baptism (Rom. vi. 17). He distinctly
asserts that the Church is ' the pillar and ground
(or stay) of the trutli" Tit. iii. 15. S. Jude
exhorts those ta whom he writes " ta contend
earnestly for the faith which wvas once delivered
tolthe saits.

The Church, therefore, lias ever held tUat the
Truth in all i/s fuincss-the full and entire
truth-on'all suliecs necessary for us /o know'
for certain was revealecd ta the Apostles, given
as a " deposit " enshrined as " the faitli once
delivered ta tUe saints."

The function of the Church is tu be the " pillar
and grouncd," " the witness and keeper " of that
truth once for ail delivered ta iL

Evein the Chutircih oRonie is obliged to accept
this in theory, thougli in practice it departs very
far fron it. " Al revelation came fron God
alone througli Hlis inspired ministers, and wias
comle/e in the /let,çinning of Ille C/hurch. The
loly Father lias no mare authority titan you or
I ta break one iota or tittle of the Scripture, and
he is equally withi us the servant of the divine
law." [ Cardinal Gibbons, Fai/h of our Fathers,
p. 148] " lirst of al]," vrote Cardinal Nev-
mai, niany years after lie joined the Roman
Chutrch, " ex al5undanti caute/a "-that is, some-
thing too obvious to need stating-" every Cath-
olic holds that tUe Christian dogmas vere in the
Church fron the tine of the Apostles ; that
they were ever in their substance what they are
now." "But this is exactly what is not true, for
instance, of the imniaculatC conception of the
Motier of our Lord ; of the treasury of merits
ta be dispensed in indulgences ; of the papal
infallibility. If there is such a thing as history,
it bears unmtistakable witness that those beliefs
were not in substance part of the original Chris-
tian faith."-C. Gore, JJImplon Leures, 189,
p, 201.

The manner in which the Chutch exercised
this its function of a witness and keeper of the
Truth, vas by Uie coming togeitherofthe Bishops,
or Rulers, of the Church together with repre-
sentative 'Presbyters from ail parts in Councils

or Synods. But the abject of such Synods was in Synod assembled ta have been the Faith held
never considered ta be the declaration of new b> te Churcb everywhere from te firsl, we
truths, but simply to testify what the Church may, relying on the promise of Christ to His
diffusive had at ail times and in ail places re- Church, be as cdr/a/a, as we can bc ai anything
ceived as the truth once for all delivered t it.lccivd a tUeîrub oce fr al dlivccd o i. Iruli, and that suificient>' for the safety of aur
Nor were the decisions of such Councils regarded seuls.
as binding on the Church till they had been
ratified by the acceptance of the Church, at WHY AM I A EU OHMkN ?
large.

The body of tiuth thus ascertained ta have (Con/énued fnnn .JV»,nber Of iUy 27/h.>
been that " once delivered ta the saints," and Ta the abovewitnesses ta the cantinuity ai
therefore necessary for the stability of the Church, the Church ina> be added witnesses frdm the
and for the salvation of individual souls, was Officiai Documents af the Churcl hersef.
consolidated into short Forms, the Creeds we
now possess-while the Church was still one-
before the division of the East and West in These Canons were agreed upan b> the Con-
Europe, and while it could, therefore, speak vacation ai the Province ai Canterbury, and
with the full authority of the whole Church, ta published by te king's autharity, under the
whiclh the promise that " the gates of hell shouId great seat, and are stili legally Ln farce.
not prevail against it," vas given. For it must Canon 3- Whasoever shah afflrm that the
be particularly noted, the promise was given ta Church ai England is nt a truc and Apastalical
the Church as a w/hole. There is no promise Churcli It be excamniunicated.
that parts of the Church will not fall away from C. 8. Whosacver "shah separate thcmselvcs
the faiLh. Indeed, four out of the seven Churches frant the Communion cf Saints, as k is appravcd
ta which S. John wrote, in the book of the Re- by the Apasties' mies, in the Church ai Eng-
velation, are threatened with extinction for fl- land, and combine themlslves tagether Lu a new
ing from the faith, or for evil deeds (Rev. ii. 5, brotherhaad," "ta be exconimnicated."
16, iii. 1, 16). C. a. Cancerning lUe use ai the Cross n

The Nicene Creed is indeed the only one that Baptism, these wards occur: "Sa far was Lt
has the actual authority of a Council, but the from the purpose ai the Church ai England ta
ailiers teach only exactly the same truths. This farsake and reject the Churches ai Ital>, France,
Creed was first framed by the Council of Nice, Spain, Germany, or any such like Churches, in
at which 313 Bishaps were present, in 325. n ail tlUngs vhicb tUe> hcld and practised, tUaI Lt
then ended wnh the words, "I believe in the dath wkh reverence retain those ceremaries
Hcly Ghost." It was professed to be the Creed wULcU do neither endanger tUe Church ai Gad
that had always previously been received by tUe nor offend the mincs of sober men; and oui>
Church, with the addition of one clause, "iof departed fron tUen iD Ihase particular points
one substance with the Father," which was found wherein tUe> were fallen bath fram thenselves
necessary ta exclude the heresy of Arius, who Ln their ancient integrit> and fron tUe Apostoli-
denied the essential Deity of our Lord. Ittwas cal Churches, whic ivere their faunders." it
confirmed and completed by the addition of the alsa spcaks ai abiding b> the "judgment af ail
remaining clauses [with the exception of the the ancients Fathers?
words, "and from the Son," in the article con- C. 31 speaks ai tUe Four sole
cerning the Procession of the Holy Ghost], sons for Ordination having been, aller the cx-
which were alsa gathered from Creeds that had ample " ai tic anctent Fathers ai thc Churcb,"
been previously in use by the Council of Con- appainted in ancient limes for prayer and fast-
stan'inople, at which 150 Fathers met, in 381. Lug, and se ccntinucd ai (lis day la (lic Churci
It was again confirmed by the third general Of Eng/and."
Council at Ephesus, 431. That Council further C. 6o. Canceruing Confirmation. IIt bath
declared in its sevemh Canon that "Na anc been a solern, ancient. and audable custo,
shall be permitted ta introduce, write, or compose, continuai from the tim cf lic 4ostes, thatail
any other faith, besides that, which was defined! Bîshaps should la> their bauds upan chidren
by the Uoly Fathers assemîbled in the city Nice Bapiized," &c.
with the J-oly Ghost." fi. 114/ness o//le 17cm/lies.

The introduction of the clause "ndfrom These Hanilis wre set forth ta c rea in
Son," was first made in an authorised manner Cîurches iu reigns oi Edward VI. and Beliza-
by the Churches of Spain and France (589). bett. Tnc RamilLes continnal>' appeal ta and
Pope Leo III (716-741) declared in a Synod quate tUe "Caholic Fadiers"; lUe> spcak af au
that no such addition should bc made at Rome, ancient Chutch then, and in Uic time whcn tUe
and caused the original Creed ta be graven on Ramilles wcre writtcu, as one, "though cicans-
silver plates. It was, however, introduced atd
Rome under Nicolas 1. [855-867]. Under Lea devotian and ignorance bnc creôt i/o t/e
IX Cr 048.1054), alter repeated quarrels, the i.t Cli rch" (2nd B. ), anp t-e> give the iollow-
turc between the Eastern and Western branches- ing description ai the truc Chutch, whicb could
of the Church finally took place, chiefly owing certanl> ual have been given b> a body tUaI
ta this introduction into the Creed of a claimwa
that had only the sanction of a portion of the uai a priausi>' eiig baci>' o'TUe te
Church. It must bc remnembered, however, Clurch in an universai congregatot or icllow-
thait though the Eastern Church opposed o shi ai God's faithoin and ct people, 'biit
prnciple any addition to the Creed, and did notu
think the words used justifiable, both branches pan te Coundt ai te te acPr-
of the Chturch virtually liold the same doctrine , Jsus Chrit Hah beiug tUe he or
on the subject. The Western Church did .notumr sae' it at alway pure notsor
intend to assert, by the added words, a double, mars whe Lt is naw:pre ad oud
origin of Life in the Godhead, while the Easterna Christs l institution; and te righ use
Church admitted that the Holy Spirit of theSon ecclesiastical discipline. This description aias of the Father, and thai He proceided from the Church la agrecable bath ta tUe Scripiures
the Father through the Son. ai Goc, and also ta the dactrine ai the ancieut

Thus, while we nay well regret tUat ever this Fathers, sa that noue na> just> fitd fauli
addition has been made to the Ctreed as received
from. the whole Church, thus causing misunder- I
standing and division, we may be satisfied thati ViW/ess cf the Prayer Bock.
nothing lias been iritroduced not capable of 1 A. TUe ver> tile cite book bcars Wi1flC5 ta
being explained in harmony with the belief of the chaluts ai tUe Body using Lt as part ai the
the Eastern Church, Cathalic Churcli.
.Conceming thest nec*ssary, fundamental Itreada
truths, diese wULch werc declai b>' thc Chu.Tch Th, Bock ta Cotemon orayer, and Àdmtfnis-
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