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TEMP.RANCE COLUMN.
CONTROL OF INEBRIATES.

One of the pressing questions of
the day is, wbat te do with those
Who give themIelves over te alc-
hello irîda]gonce, se as te become
slaves te intemperance, a misery te
themselven, more often than not a
terror and trouble to their farilies,
ending in domestie infecility, ruin,
and disgrace. The ocrrespondence
on the S avery o .rink,' n The
Daily 7elegroph showa a depth oi

:iery anu wou which is terrible te
contemplate: husbands cursed with
drunken wives; wives oursed.with
drunken husbands; sons with
ruined and blasted reputatione;
daughters sunk into a depth of
iciquity which makes one shadder
te read; men lost te ail sense of
manliness and women to ail sente
of shame, and ail the robUlt Of the
fearfnl drink crave, which like a
consuming ire rages within, and
drives ils miserablu victime te drink,
drink, drink, in the vain hope ow
quenching their terrible thirat, but
which alia 1 only intensifies the
cvil, aud causes the healples, hap-
less, drink-odden men and women
to writhe in agoy, till stupefaction
ensues, and a urunken stupor rend-
ers then, for the time, oblivious et
everythiîng, Sncb ze the record day
by cay in the pages of one of the
leading daiiy papers. And this
terrible register of si and suffering
te ne, who have becn in the thick
of the fight for many y ears, is no
new revelation.

As if te emphasise what is now
being written and said comes the
annual report of the Inspector of
Retreats under the Inebriates Act.
It was in 1879 that the firat of these
Acta was placed upon the Statute
book for a term of years, and the
experience gained by its working
led te the measura of 1888, by
which the provisions of the earlier
Act were amended, and the law
affecting the authority te control
sncb persons made permanent.

The law thus creatcd ie essenti.
ally permissive. ln the firt place,
the local authority may grant te
any porion, or two or more persons
jointiy, a license, for any period
not exceeding thirteen montha, te
keep a ' retreat,' and the Icoal au-
thority may lrom time te time
revoke or renew such licence. la
the next place, any habitual drunk-
ard desirous of being admitted into
a rtreat provided under the Acts
may make application in writing
to the liccusee of the establishrment
for admisesion into the retreat. This
application is to beaccompanied by
the ststutory declaration of two
persons, to the effect that the appli.
caut is an habitual drunkard within
the meaning e the Act. The sig-
nature of the applioant is to be
attested by two Justices of the
Peace, who are als8 te satisy
themselves that the person in
question is one of the kind contem
plated by the statute, and they are
to ensable themaelves to state ln
writing that th applicant clearly
understood the compact into which
ho was entering. With these pro.
visos and sateguarde the patient
*nters the retreat, and is not enti-
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itled to leave it until the expiration
of the term mentioned in his appli-
cation. But the term i in no case
to excerd ihe period of 12 months.

Four points are at once notice-
able in connection with the Act.
The inebriates cannot be detained
in a retreat except :n their personal
application ; two justices must b
Eatisfied that this application is
voluntary; they canno& be detained
longer thon twelve months ; aud
the retreat is under cficial inspec-
tion.

It i8 a terrible commentary upon
our boasted civilisation that suchl
retreats should bo necessary. Bat
it is well known te every medcal
practitioner that dipsomania is a
formidable trouble in thousands of
families. There are seven of these
retreats now open in England, The
localities are Hales Owen, in Wor.
cestershire ; Riokmansworth, in
Hertfordshire; East Twickcnham,
in Middlesex; Walsall, in StLfford-
shire; Westgate, in Kent ; Fallow-
field, rer Marchester ; and Chis-
wick; and this year a new retreat
is te b opened at Saltash. Some
oe the retreatsa recivo private Pa-
tien ts-inebr iates whc voluuntarily
become inmates withont the inter.
vention of justices, and who conse-
quently can not be detained if they
wisb to leavo, There appears to bo
a general opinion, however, among
those persons who bave the besu
opportunities of studying the effoot
of sncb enforced abetinence from
alcohol, that twiveb nonts, in not
a few cases, le toc short a tirne te
tffot a radical cure. Individuals
who for five or six y.car-or it may
bh for a much lorgur period- -have
daily saturated their systems with
alcohol, can hardly. be expeoted te
recover their normal state, either
physically or morally, in a single
year.
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