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i Department. to stay,” repled Jobn, “but T wnst =ee hing if pos- THOUGITTS FOR TFIRST SUNDAY IN
FamIIY o—p— sible,  1wasnore than glad for all our sukes thal ADVENT.
N vou were fortunate enough to get him and that|{ ~ —_—
ADVENT. “You XXVIL

HARK the glad sound ! the Saviour comes,
The Saviour promised long ;

Let every heart prepare n throne,
And every voice a song.

He comes the prisaners to release,
Iu 3atan’s bondage held ;

The gates of brass before Him burst,
The iron fetters yield,

He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding souls to cure,

And with the treasures of His grace,
To bless the humble poor.

Our glad Hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,
And Heaveun’s eternal arches ring
With Thy beloved name.
—DR. DODDRINGE,

—— s
“NOT MY WAY.
A TALLE.

(Written for the Church Guardian.)

3y T. M. B
[Continued ]

On the morning following his stroll with Perey
in the ‘Lime Walk,” John had left Oxtord by the
earliest train, and had reached Longmoor lefore
snnset.  Never had his noble old home welcomed
him, he thought, in greater beauty.  Fhe trecs in
the park were still elothed with russet foliage, on
which the setting sun cast & warm and yel tender
light ; a tame doo trotted gently up to him as he
entered the avenue as i to bid him welcoma,
How sweetly bome-like it all was to the young
heir of this fair domain. Iilled with emutions
that were half pleasurablo, hall sad, he pansed to
look around him botore proeceding to the Lall
e had not =ent word of lus arrivad, which Le lud
indeed but determined upon the previous day, wid
was therefore not expectel, and he ld preferred
walking from the slation, which was but a couple
of miles distant. Here in the avenne he stoud for
a while lost in thougll; he had taken ofi his bt
10 Jet the home hrevze blow upon his furehead. It
wus a broad, thoughtful forchewd wnd a noble,
though not strictly a landsome face ; a most un-
expected vision to Sybil Barrington, as she, at that
moment, entered the avenue from the side of the
park which she had traversed on her wuy from
the Rectory 1o Carruthers Jlall.

Surprise made her stand silent for an instant,
and then, with a little eager ery of “O Jolin, can
it really be you ! she helid out hoth Lands to him,
A deop flush of sudden joy over-spread John's
faco as he grasped the little hands in his.  “Sybil”
was all he said, but the gladness wus unmistake-
able ; and somchow Sybil renlized maore fully than
she had ever done hefore that she held a large
place in the heart of John Carrathers.  Ifer colour
deepened also as they stood thus for a moment
hand in kand, and John felt with a swift thrill of
delight that his coming had brought the Lrightness
to the beautiful honest eyes and the face which to
bim was fairor than auy on carih. They turned
towards the lmll togethor, and many anxious
guestions were put by cach to the other. “I aw
so glad you have come,” said Sybil; “your father
has not seemed at all hinself of late; O, it will do
them both so much good to see you. Dear Nell
has been wonderfully well, for her, and tries so
hard to cheer him. Indeed, John, she is more an
angel than a common mortal.” “Yes,” said Johu,
with a smile and a sigh, “she has always seemed
to me, as far back as I can remember, as though
sho were all ready foranother world and only held
hero by her love for us.”

“And Perey was well, guite well, you said,” said
Sybil presently ; “dear fellow how I long forChrist-
mas—and, by the bye, John, I hope you will sce
Mr. Ray while you are here. I have pot written
half enough about him.” I have bui to-morrow

the governor gets on with him so well”
will svon see for yourself how casy it is to do that,”
rejoined Syhil; f‘one feels confidence, perfect con-
fidenee, in him ; trouble of any kind would bind
him o you. Yes, wewere fortunate indeed.  And
is not Perey glad? Naughty Loy, his letters are
ro short, he does not hall answer mine, but then
Tre has 1o work so hard.” “Of course hie is glad,” said
John, passing over the last part of Sybil's remark;
“he wmust feel, as we all do, about seeing your
father's work continte to prosper. Thoe peuple
have thoroughly taken to him, Nell writes 1me.”
“Yes indeed, and even the Uoomb people, whom
dear father never conhd do much with, scem {o be
friends with him, but then, you know, whai his
work in L. was; he has had suoimuel exporienee
amony. the most Lhardened” “True, and 1 thonght
it might have unfitted him for work of another
kind; however, Nell herself and the governor
seem to take no less kindly 1o him.”

Axrrived at the Hall, Svbil proposed to go in first
and break the mews of his son's amival o the
Squire. “It might not he well to startle him,”
glie said coltly, 05 with @ gesture off her hand she
Lade John remain in the portico until she cudled
hine, “Dennis would be stre 1o exclaim ot sight of
his young mazler, and the Hibwry, where the
Squire was wont to rit, was within heaving.  No
need Jor Syhil to enquive whether Miss Carruthers
was visiblo: the servants b the TTall mreognized
Lier as alwost o wenher of the funily, aud deved
Lier one aud all, With a smile and 2 kindly word
of grecting, Sybil glided pust the ol Intler inig
the Hbrury, where the Squire gal in wn vasy chair
drawn up besiden sheery dive ; o]npu.—tin: Lim Nellie's
eonels hed heen pleeed, and Sybilb condd Teny T
friend’s Jow, elear voice veading to les Tutlier
The well-known tap at the deur made Lev loek .
and she weleomed Sybil with one of e hright
smiles.  <\We've Leen looking fur you all day,” she
gaid ; “father hes been feeling o Hitie doll and
wanted yor as umal. Do yon know, Sybil,
almest fempted to be jenlous new and then,” ke
continned, while Syhil went over 1o shake honds
with Ler obd friend, “ondy @ would nol snswer (o
quarrel with youe What makes  von Jook vy
it this evening 0 Yeu know Toundersteond all
about fages, and vours has news in it--plexsand
news s what is it, Syhilla, wize wennm—what do
you bring £' “What would yvon likie bestto hicar
answered Sybil, looking atthe Sonire as shespoke ;
“supposing L brought you news of John? what
wonld you give me, Squire, it 1 1old vou that Jouhu
was coming down to sce veu?  Mro Carrathers
face, which of lute had grown older and somewhat
pinched, DLrightened with a look of expeetation.

good tidings,” suid the old gentleman. “And do
vou kuow pupa,” snid Nellie, between whom and
SyDhil a subtle Freemasenery of signs had passed,
“1 should not wonder if this sly girl had actually
brought him with lier and had hidden him some-
where outside.” “What! is my dear boy really
here " exclaimed the Squire, rising from his seal.
“Yes, sir, he veally is; 1 ean produce him at a
moment’s notice, hui 1 thought U would not let
him come in when you were quite unprepired to
see line”  Then Syhil ran eut and, while Deunis
stooil wondering, returned with John,

Sybil had intended returning hume in the twi-
Jight, but Nellie insisted now on lier remaining.
John would walk home with her in the evening
and give Mrs. Burington Perey’s messages. It was
an evening long remembered.  Sybil did not ask
herself tho reason of the happiness which for the
first time since her father's death stitred in her
heart, while 1o Jehn his own feelings had long
been elear.  There would hiave heen uo drawhack
to the Lappiness of Deing ngain in Sybhil's soeiety
had it not been that the change in his father's
health was, after these fow months’ vhsence, pain-
fully appareut to the son. fu whow he was inex-
pressibly dear.

(To be Continucd.)
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Awake thou that slecpest, and arise from the

dead, and Churist shall give thee lifu—the Lord is

at hand,

“] shonld call you onr carrier-dove, the bringer of

““And that knowhg the time, that now it is Ligh time to
awaxe out of sleep.”

The Churel's year has opened.  She blows the
irumpet in Sien, proclaiming the solemm time
which has begun, the time of preparation. She
sends the note of wurning through the world.
“The night is far spent,” she eries—*The day is at
hand.” Already the Day Spring from on Iligh
begius to kindle the Tast with the prowmise of His
coming. “Beliold the Bridegroom cometls.” Lot
us pul on the armour of His children, the armour
of Light, and go forth to meet lJim. e comes to
us first as a little child, a little helpless babe, yet
One to whoum e are to do lowliost homage, One at
whose eoming we are to rejuice with joy nnspeak-
able, for rtom is He whom the Praoplets fore-
told, this is He of whom men of Gon in all ages
longed for with an infinite Jonging, secing Him
afar off with the eye of ¥aith. We are to make
ready ihe guest chamber of our hearis to receive
this wondrous babe, It must be cleaused of sin,
and garnished with Faith and love, that when he
comes, he may be litly cradled there. The time
of Advent is given us for this—Ani it is given
us for something more than this, for there is com-
ing a time when e whon we Jook for will come
in another guise—not as a helpless babe whom wo
ean infold, ay it were, with owr human aliections,
whileat the sune time we wonder and adore—hut as
an infinitely dreadful Judge, before whase face tha
mountains will flee away, and the earth tremble at
the look of Tlim. Before whose face the unpre-
pared will stand speeehless, and will be eonsumed
Ly the Drizhtness of I1is Presence !

The Tove and the Severity of Gon! The Tove
that brought Him down rom the Heaven of Jea-
vens to take upou Hiw the form of asarvant, to Lo
Tovi in 1Te likeness ol wen, that. He might raise
men fo Iis Own Likeness—thie Love that even
now is waiting, it may be, one year more, to sce
whother, evon yel, we may not bring forth fruit to
lis Glory ! The Severity of Gop.—Justice no
longer tempered by compassion, but come as a
consuing five o destroy the adversaries of Gon.
Tothink of these two Comings day hy day—to
dwell upon thew in humble ¥aith, is the work for
Advent,  And if the first Coming fill our hearts
with thankful gladness—with adoving love re-
spouding to that which *first foved s, then wo
shall learn to rejoice with great jov, at the thought
of thut Second Coming, and in the perfeet love
which casteth eut fear, shall pray “Thy Kingdom
Come." .
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SUNDAY SCHOOT, LESSONS.

37, Show that there is no inconsistoncy hetween

salvation by faith and spiritual blessings hy Holy
laptism,  Rom. iv. 5, taken with Rom. vi. 1-4;
Gal. iii. 26, 27,

38. What is mecant by “faith,” in this passage
from Galatians?

30. Inthe Apostles’ dayvs, what faith was required
in order to receive tho blessings given in Holy
Baptism 1 Acts viii. 37.

401, Show how the Chureh earries this out in her
praciice, )

11. Give some commands cehcerning Holy Bap-
tism whicl: include infants.  St. Matl. xxviii. 19 ;
Acts i1 38, 34,

42, Give prohable instances of infant baptism.
Acts xvi. 15, 33; 1 Cor. 1. 16.

13. What is the legitimate inference from such
passages as Eph. vi. 1;and Col. ii. 12 compared
with 1ii. 20,

44, Answoer the objection that infanls cannot
recoive blessings in Holy Baptisin hecause of their
nnconscigusness of such reception.

15. Mention two Jewish customs, oue having
reference 1o Jewish children and the other to
prosulytes from lieathenism, both of which are in
favour of infant hapfism ; and claborate these cus-
{oms inlo arguments.

46. Show, from two instances, ihat these who
demand cxpress statements from Scripture com-
manding the baptiem of infants, do themselves
things which the Scriptures do not cominand.



