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THL CIIGRCIL

The Church, asat first constituted, presents
interesting and beawtiful aspeets. [ was
not a forced and arbitrary, but free spontanc-
ous union. 1t grew out of the principles and
feelings of huwan nature.  Our nature is

social.  We cannot live alone.  We cannot
shut up any wreat feeling in our hearts,  We
seck for others to partake it with us. The

full soul finds at once relief and strensth in
sympathy. This is especially true in religion,
the most social of all onr sentiments, the ouly
universal bond on ewrth.  in this law of our
nature, the Christian Church had its ovigin.
Christ did not establish it in 2 formal way.
If you consult the New Testanient, you do not
find Jesus or his apostles selting about the
task of forming an artificial organization of
the first disciples, Read in the book of Acts,
the simple, touching navrativesof the unionof
the first converts.  They were of one heait
and one soul.  They could not be kept asun-
der. The new tuth elted them in one
mass; knit them into one body. In fheir
mutual love, they could not withold from one
another their possessions, but hadall things in
common.  HBlessed unity ! a type of that
oneness and harmony which a purer Christi-
anity Is to spread throngh all nations. Among
those early converis, the most gifted and en-
lightened were chosun tobe teachers in public
assemblies, To these assemblies the brother-
hood repaired with eageruess, to hear exposi-
tions ol the new faith, to strengihen one an-
other’s loyalty to Christ, and to he open wil-
nessesof him in the world,  Tn their meetings
they were left very much to follow the usages
of the synagogue, in which they had been
brought up; so little did’ Chiistianity trouble
itself about forms. THow simple, how natural
this agsociation ! Tt is no mystery. 1t grew
out of the plainest wants of the human heart.
The religions sentiment, the spivit of love
towards God and man, awakened alresh by
Christ, eraved for a new union through which
to find uticrance and strength.  And hall
this chureh union, the growil of the Christian
spirity and so plainly subordinate to it, usurp
ifs place or in any way detract from its sole
sufliciency, from its supreme unrivalied glory 2

The chureh, aceording to s tme tea and
purpose, is an association of sincere, genu-
ne followers of Christ 3 and at first, this idea
was, in a good degree vealized, “The primi-
tive disciples were drawn to Christ by con~
viction. They el togeiher and confessed
him, not from usage, fashion or educaticn, hut
in opposition {o all these. In that age, pro-
fession and practice, the form and the spirit,
the realily and the oulward signs of religion
wenl together.  But with the growth of the
chureh, its fife declined; its greal idea was
obscured ; the name remained,and somelimes
little more than the name, It is a vemarka-
ble fact, that the very spirit to which Christi-
anity is most hostile, the passion for power,
dominion, pomp, and pre-eminence, struck ifs
deepest roots in the church,  The church he-
came the very stronghold of {he Tusts and
viees, which Christianity most abhors.  Ae-
cordingly, its history is one of the most
melancholy records of past times. It is sad
enough to read the blood-stained annals of
worldly empires 3 but when we see the spirit-
ual kingdom of Christ a prey for ages lo
nsurping popes, prelales, or sectarian chiefs,
inflamed with bigotry and theological hate
and the lust of rule, and driven by these fires
of hell to grasp the temporal sword, to per-
seeute, torfure, imprison, butcher their breth-
ren, to mix with and embitter national wars,
and to convulse the whole Christian world,
we expetience a deeper gloom, and are more
tempted {o despair of our race. History has
not a darker page, than thal which records
the persecutions of the Albigenses, or the
horrors of the inquisition, And when we
come {o later times, the chwreh wears any-
thing rather than holiness inscribed on her
front. How melancholy fo 2 Christian, the
history lately given us by Ranke, of the re-
action of Catholicism against Protestantism,
Throughout, we see the ceclesiastical powers
resorting to force as the grand instrument of
conversion ; thus proving their alliance not
with heaven, butwith carth and hell.  1f we
take broad views of the chwrch in any age or
land, how seldom do we see the prevalence of
true sanctity ! How many of its ministers

preach for hucre or display, preach what they
do not believe, or deny their dactrines in thelr
tives 2 How many congrepations are there
made wp in 4 great degiee of worldly men
and women, who repair to the house of God
from usizre, or foi proprieiy’s sake, or from
@ vague notion of being saved, not from thiist
for the divine spirit, not fiom a fulness of
heart, which lones to pour itself forth in
prayer and praise 7 Sueh is the Churcl. We
are apt, indeed, to make it an abstiaction,
or o separate it in our thoughts fiom the in-
dividuals whio compose it; and thus it be-
comes o us a holy thing, and we ascribe to it
strange powers.  Theologians speak of it as
i unity, 2 mighfy whole,one and the samein
Inall agess and in this way the imaginition
is cheated into the idea of it marvellous sane-
tiy and grandewr. Bat we must seperate he-
tween the theory or the purpese of the chureh,
and its actual state. When we eome down
10 facts, we sce it to be not a mvsterons., in-
mutable unity, but 2 collection of fluctuatinge,
divided, wa ding individualss who bring into

i, 100 alten, hearts and hands any thing but |
Painful as it ig, we must sce things as|

pure,
they are § and so doing, we cannot but be
struck with the fufinite ahsurdity of axcribing
to such a church mysterious powers, of sup-
posing that it can confer holiness on its mem-
hurn:, or that the civeumstance of being joined
to it is of the least moment in compurison
with purity of heart and life.

Purity of heart and life, Christ’s spirit of
tove towards God and man s thisis all in all.
This is the only essential thing, ‘The church
Is tmportani only as it ministers to this, and
every churel which so ministers, is a good
one, no matter how, when or where it grew
upy ne maltes whether it worship on knees or
on its feet, or whether its mintsters ave or-
dained by pope, bishop, preshyter, or people 5
ﬂl.(SSO are secondary things, i of no compar-
ative moment.  The chureh which opens on
heaven, is that, and that only, in which the
spirit of heaven dwells.  The chureh whose
worship tises to God’s car, is that and that
ouly, where the soul ascends.  No matler
whether it be gathered in cathedral or barn
whether it sit in silence or send up a hymn;
whether the minister speak from earcfully
prepaved notes, or fiom mmediate, forvent,
wrepressible sugrestion,
:u_nl Jesus Christbe weleomed to the sout, and |
his insiructions be meekly and wisely heard,
and the solemn purpose grow up {o do all
duty amidst all conflict, sacrifice, and tenpiu-
tion, then the true end of the chureh is an-
swered.
God, the gate of heaven

In these remarks, T do not mean that atl
churches are of equal worth.

and purposes of Christianity, to the simple
usages of the primitive disciples, and {o the
principles of human pature. Al lave their
superstitions and corruptions, bul some are
more pure than therest ; and we are bound to
seek that which is purest, which corresponds
most with the divinewill.  As far as we have
power 1o select, we should go to the church
where we shall be most helped to hecome de-
vout, disenierested, and morally strong.  Ounr
salvation, however, does not depend “on our
finding the best church on eavth, for this may
be dislant or unknown, Amidst diversitics
of administrations, there is the same spirit
In all religions societics professing Chyist as
their Lord, the plainest, grandest truths of re-
ligion will alimost cerlainly be taught, and
some souls may be found fouched and enlight-
ened from above. This is a plain, undeniahlc
fact.  Tn all seels, various as they are, good
and holy men may be found ; nor can we tell
in which the holiest have grown up, The
chureh than answers its end in all 3 for its
only end is to minister 1o human virtue. It
is delightful to read in the records of all de-
nominations the lives of eminent Christians,
who have given up every thing for their re-
ligion, who have been faithful unto death,
who have shed around them the sweel light
and fragranee of Christian hope and Jove.
We cannot then well choose amiss, if wa
choose the church which, as it secems to us,
best represents the grand ideas of Clurist,
and speaks most powerfully toour consciences
and hearts. This church however, we must
not choose for our brother, He differs from

us probably in temperament, in his range of

i s

¢ T'his is no sther than the house ofi

Some undoubt-|
edly correspond more than others to the spivit !

H God be loved,)

intelfoet, or in the impressions which eduea-
tion and habit have given hin,  Perhaps the
worchip which most quickens you and me,
may hardly keep our neighbour awake. e
must e approached through the heart and
imagination ; we through the reazon.  What
o him s fervor passes with us for noise.
What to him is an imposing form is to us vain
show,  Condemn him not. 1 in his warner
atmesphete he builils up a stronger faith 1o
God amid a more steadfast choice of peifect
gooduess than ourselves, his chureh is belter
to him than ours to use~— Channing.

Ji

US THE SAVIOUR,

“And thou shalt eall his name Jesvs—MWar i, 20

T owas a custom wmong the Ismelites, of
which frequent esamples ave recorded in
thersacred books, to hestow upon theiv child-
ren significant nanes, intiuating cither the
feelings of the pavent, or the circumstanees of
the hirth, or the eharaeter and destiny of the
ofispringr, Such are all the names by the pa-
trinrehad histo soize of which; as those of
Istaet and Savah, were changed in commem-
oratien of some epoch in their lves, or to
maik their aliered fortuncs. 1tis farther o=
servable respecting  this custom, that the
nante wos often famed by o cembination of
one ofthe namesof God,  Thus Tsaiah means
the salvation of the Lord ; Flisha, selvation of
God; Blijah, God the Lord, or the strong
Locd ¢ Vb ke is my God himself ; Lemuel,
Clod with thenry and a child, given as a pledge
of defiverence to Judah in the veign of Abaz,
was ealled Tmmanucel, that is, God aeith us,
As this prophecy was also applied to the
ssialy, he is on that oceasion onee called
Limanuel ¢ intimating that by his residence
among men, the presence of God would he
particularly manifest.  “Fhere can, then, he
no ground for the opinion that this name im-
plies a divine nature in Jesus, as i the very
God, literally and personally, came to abide
withus.  For, as we see, this application of
the name of God to men was a common
thing s and it Christ’s being once called Tm-
manue! could argue that he was truly God,y a
man’s being always called Elijal, Blilu, or

uemuel would no less certainly prove hin o

be truly God. Howas in his ease, as in others,
a significant name, and not an assertion of

j personal divinity.

The name Jrses iz alzo one of appropriate
sipnificancy.  Hmeans Sariowr. [ intimates
the deliverence which he was sent to accomp-
lish. Tt desienates the sense inwhich he was
to biess the world,  Thus his very name is a
memorial of his eflice: so that we cannnt
speak of him withont being veminded both of
the honor which he had from God, and the
blessings which he hrought to men. We eall
him Chyisty the anointed of God ; Jesus, the
Suviowr of men—~—Mure.

NATURE OF CIIRISTTAN SALVATION,

* Ie shall save his people oy ruie s —Matt, i. 21,

The great root of evil and wrelchedness is
sing and ils prevalence is the only couse
which renders a Saviour necessary. Free-
dom from sin is freedom from wdl essential il
With this also the language of  Scripture
stiikingly corresponds, M represents salvaiion
{o consist in the removal of sin and its consc-
quences, and the substitution in its place of
holiness, with its happy conscquences and
Tasting rewards. Jesus came ¢fo pul away
siny €1o give repentence and remission of
singy® €10 bless in turning away every one
from his iniquities 7 <toredeem from all in-
iquity, and purify unto himsell a poculiar
people zealons of good works.”  This is the
constant language of the New Testament,
which no man can read without the persua-
sion, that a moral regeneralion, a deliverance
from the power ol sin and perfection in purity
and holiness, is the purpose to be effeeted by
the gospel 3 that in this consists its salvation,
commencing upon carth,and consumated in
the glory and bliss of etemity.

A'striet adherence {o the langnage of the
Seriptures on this point, wilt keep us from the
eror of imagining, that the evil from which
Jesus saves is the curse of man®s"original con-
dition, the fearful destiny in which he is in-
volved by nature. Now it is not only perfeet-
ly inconceivable thal a benevolent being

should have subjeeted his ereatures to such
a miserable fiste, priorto their sinning, oreven
to their existing, bat, which is more to the
purpose. the saered writers perpelually teach,
tiat the misery to he saved from is that of sin,
not of natural condition 3 that the wrath to be
eseaped s that which visits their own trans-
gressfons, not that which awvaits them be-
cause they ate men, or w0 which they are
matarally subjeeted, They speak of no evil
prior to or weeater than that ol sine They
speak of no curse aniecedent 1o thizy or in-
dependent ol it. And they propese to save
from this as the zrand, the essentind, the all-
comprehensive ifl, lewding fo infiniie conse-
sirences of wrelchedness and despair,

We are very glad to suppose that the work
of vedemption is some expedient for getting
rid of the penistonenl due to sin—as i that
were of all things the most o be desired ;
and thenee we are vasily ted to persuade our-
sefves, that we niay so take adventage of the
work which Tas been wrought as to eseape
the punisiment, theugh we may not have re-
linquished thesing Thus fo aveid the penalty,
and yet enioy the transgression, has always
been a chicl ohject ol Talse religions, and men
wauld fain believe that il les heen accon-
Mished n the true, But let nsnot be deceiv-
ed. No speh peeposierous compromise has
heen made. B is invonsistent with all that
we have been tonght either by experience or
veligion.  Por what says experience 7 The
penatty of sin often continues to visit the sin-
ner long afler he has repented and reformed.
The impiety, indiscretion, and vices of youth,
for cxample, are followed with -suflering and
shame thiough life, and hurden the memory
with hitter thoughts as long as reflection lves.
But it would not he o if the grand design
were simply to provide an escape from punish-
ment, or {o devise some means of aholishing
it.  In this case all such suffering must have
been done away al ance. Let us not then he
deceived.  Even the assuance of pardon is
no assurance that the consequences of trans-
grossion shall be altogether rewoved.  For
what says the Seripture 7 ¢ Thou wast 2 God
that foreavest them, though thon tookest
vengeance on their iniquities.?

And if we inguire of religion, as taught
either by nature or by vevelation, what is i,
in siriet {ruth, which God designs especially
{o promote by his govermnent and his dispen-
sations 2 Happiness 2 Yes, unquestionably.
But if so, there were no pecd of Jaws and
restraints, and noral means, and institutions
of dizcipline and instruction , for he might
by the arbitrary sppoeintments of his will
favish il abundantly on his creatures. Bul
surely it is not so.  Being a holy God, whose
abliorrenice of sin is equad to his desire of lap-
piness, and in whose view there isno true
happiness where there is not holiness, he
makes holiness the primary object of his
government, and the moral perfection of his
offspring the favorile purpose of his dispensa-
tions. Nothing will answer in the place of
this.  He cannot he satislied by some plausi-
ble device for remilting  punishment, or hy
shifting it off upon some other than the trang-
gressor, nor even by arbitrarily exeluding ull
suffering from his universe. Tt is not sulfer-
ing, but sin, which he wonld exlerminate ;
he could esteem no salvation accomplished for
his children, until this prineiple of al) evil is
itzelf ntferly eradicated,

Let us not, then, be deceived in regard o
the nature of this salvation. Tt is not the
abolition of punishment, but of sin. As
when 2 man is saved from a disease, that is,
by curing him of it3 so he issaved {rom his
sins by being rid of thein.  TLwonld avail lit-
tle to deliver the sick man from his pangs, if
his digorder were still unrelieved, and hearing
hine down imperceptibly to the grave. And
it would avail little to deliver the sinner fromn
punishment, and the suflerings which follow
in the train of vice, if his evil dispositions
were left unrebuked.  For while heremains
a moral being, he may choose for himself
what happiness he pleases, yet i he cannot
relish that of virtue, he will find no content,
Let his [otlers be stricken off, let the fire be
quenched, and the gnawing worm be dead
open to him the rich paradise of heaven, and
place him among the obedient and hol
waorshippers around the throne of God ; yet if
he have not been redeemed from sin, nor his
affections reclaimed from its love, there 1s no




