" ANNE OF CLEVES.,

father's meekness, she could not but rézard with
~complacency the family aggrandisement’ likely to
 énsue fram & union with onc of the three great
i Monarchs of the day. DBesides, was nos Ilenry
"V1II. a Protestant, and woull not * the great
: ‘cn.usc," the Reformation, be promoted. by the
accession to the English throne of one'so truly
ol religious as Anne 2. Then, too, although the noble
Kathuvine of Spain hat been divoreed, and her
brilliant usnrper murdered, yet to the Inst Queen,
‘Jane Seymour, the monarch had proved a' faith~
" ful husband; nay, such was his grief, that even
. now nothing but * the wishes o his Parliument I"
could have m(luccd the sorrorw ing widower to seck
‘another \nfo‘
3 Sa Mnrtovcr," were tlte w or('l: of the Tlectress
5 .to her mother, “guch is the winning gemlcnoss‘
“of our’ White Swan* that she cannot he ill-used
by any oue.; Wio ever knew of aught but love
fele towards’ her? - Even since the smanll-pox lias
so morredt liérignce ]mcly face, all, forget its
ravages in that'sweet ‘smile, which phys on her
“injured features, * Tike'; sunshine.: on the  rock.
“Therefore, madam, ulthou"h my zood Dul.e
pec!ed me toplead s he: “ould have done lnm-
solf, were-he here, I cannot quite biind woyself
to. Lhc adsantages. to be gained”by this "-mnd‘
- llignce, nn('l begin to xlunk the sagncious, Llcctox
" :'has for once in hls h(‘e e\nggemlml evil”.
«It may l_)e_ 50, " dan ehter,” said - the: ne'lco[‘ul
‘Dulke; ¢ yet methinks after the excellent Catalina
of Arragon hus: been publicly insulted, and the
" witty and_beantifal Aune Boleyn beheeded, auy
" purent’ might ponder well ere le place in the
' hands”of sucli n -man his denrest trensure. My
Y Annc is too precious o child to be Jightly cast
" way.’ L care not to part with her yet, und one
- “reason ‘alone -weighs in fhvor of these nuptials.
- Our Smalkaldic League—the bulwark of the true
" fuith, é0 far as carthly means are concevned—re-
" quirgsithe nid of Henry of England, und my
“danghter's cirnestpiety cannot fuil to strengthen,
in the right way, the heart of him who loves her.
" For the Protestant cause we have oll made saeri-
. fices, and we shall-not shrink from Juying upon
- the Almr of our God cver! this richer m!‘ermrv ’!
While John of Cleves was procee(lmg with lns
:-nr"umcnt, there had been ndded to his nudltms,
'shc of whom he’  spokee,” and ‘as e coucluded
gliding from hcr position lehind " her father™
chair, and fullmrr at his fot, she c\clmmed R
I, Slre, the “cnl of” Gnrmnny require my
nrrmf'e. T will go to England.. I will leave yon,
my pnrents—my bclowd homo—m) bcauuful

“Tho ot namaof Annein lior. Inml]r, nuudmg to thetr
woll known coa’nunnce or 'l‘lm.-u S\mus. A .

‘for, inheriting her mother's pride rather than her § Rhine—brothers and ‘sisters—and go,

‘ter mine,”

- Doubt

fob I shall ‘bo “happy. There will be a -rich

heart-gladness in feeling that X have done some-

thing for religions frecdom. - But oh! if it be

not essential, Jet your Anne still stay with you.-
Why shonld Ienry want me? I have no beauty
1o attract, no nccomplishments to fascinate——wero

it cither of my siaters the case would be difterent,

Sybilla was born for a:Queen, and even little

Tmilie has more'of royalty about her than have

I Tetme, Tpray you, stay to comfort you.. Leb

me still be your Swan.”

* The futher stroked caressingly the long black
hair which like n veil encompnssed his cluld, and
wondered how that placid beaming countenance
could strike any one as otherwise than beautiful.
“We will finish this discussion to-morrow, daugh-

he eaid. “ Pity but thou Lould’:t i
change fortunes with Sybilla.”

“To-morrow {” words thoughtlessly spol\cn,
Lt oh! how full of meaning. When the paterna}
blessing was that night: ‘bestowed, ‘could any onc v

-lmc (hcamcrl thnt lhe mormn" ]xr-ht would find

e torror stricken l‘umxl) surrounding the denth-.

"bc:l of Iiim who spakeit?: Unable to articulote;
“hie‘enst around uipon the “ccpmﬂ' cirele n look of | ¢
: incffable tenderness— poiifed up\mrds—rmscd his b

Lonﬁdmw gnze 'to Heaven, nnd the spmt. (led to ;
its home in the skies x :

“1)ecp and intense wes the grief tbnt ]mnff over
thai houschold: Any death causes o sad voeuncy
in the domestic circle, that is severely folt; but .
when -the head—the guide—the counsellor—is =~
taken, sll scems droar.nnd desolate. The mother .
is more lamented as time advances—the father is -
more missed ot onee, You find yourself listening -
for the sound of his horse’s jeet—you place his
chmr—urrnn"e his booles—adjust his papers,—

Jand blucr is the pang that rends the henrt os tho
;nnpn.ssnon is foreed npon you that all is in vain.

I Anne's griet was peentiarly  poignant, nnd

‘B"mcoly was she arosed by the arrival of tho

Ambassador of the Iinglish King, stating that
Lis mnsl.cr, having been satisfied with Ilolbein's
portrait of the daughter of Cleves, he pm; ed her .
ut once to become his.

William, her brother, who had succeeded to"' ;
his father's- title, urged’ the suit, and. the ludy, w
unaccustomed to ussert her own will in anything,
yiclded, and prepnmtlons for the’ journcy. were

immediately mudc Troud of the splcndor which

m\mted Jer plnmcst daughter, Marie 'of Cle\c:
scnrccly nllowed one doubt of that child’s future
lioppiness Lo cross her’ mind. "Why did it not-

oeetir to. her: sagacity, that: the' fico wust be
eminently benutiful which is not flattered by an’
exquisite:, minipture, »hl.e that which - Iolbein
atccuted for lus Sm crmgn ? IIo\v much mxsery‘




