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Ony Yoy Lodks,
‘Weoding the Onion Bed.

Tho days woro long,and tho sun slione hot
Upon Farnlor Gooilson's gavden spol,

twhore corn and cabbago, beota and poas,
Molons and cuqumbers, thoso and theso,
Grow and sproad in the sun end light,
Syrostifng upward anl downward with mighe,
Whilo In and among thomw, flourishiog still,
As only woeds can, woeds grow with a will,

wYWeore grow apace,” tho old farmor sald,

Lefsuroly viewing eaci gardenbod;

# Woll—tho plow for the oorn, for tho cabbago tho
hoe—

Dut thon, in some placos, 's I ought to know,

Thors's nothing £0 certain the woods to dostroy

As tho fingers aud thumbs of a trusty bos.”

8o, raising his voice, ho shoutod, *Nodl

Horo, sonny, conto, weed out this onton bed!”

2o day was hot, and tho bods wore dry,

As gardon beds are in lato July;

And Nod was reading hlg Fafry Book,

Iu tho cool, sweot shado by tho orchard brook.
While wondoring whethor he'd comoe with grace,
Or with frown and pout on his bright young facs,
1 looked, aud ol thero was plucky Nod

Tugging away in tho onlon bod.

©Oft and again ng the day woro by,

711} tho sun went down iu the wostorn sky,

1 glanced towaxd the garden, and always thoro
1 caught tho gleam of hils gold-brown halr,

As, undor tho hat, his curly hoad

Bonut low o'er tho weeds in the onion bed

Al, years have jonrneyed and gono sfuce then,
And Xed 13 a man lu the world ol ment

With hoart and hand and a stendfast will,

Ho {3 pulling the weeds of ovilstill.

A shining rozord and noblo fame

Bolong to-day to his honored namo.

Yet nowise grandor he sconme to bo,

Than long ago he appearad to mo,

When promptly bending his ourly head,
Pationtly woeding the onfon bed.

The Windsor Castle of To-Day.

The Queen still comes to Windsor fof
gome part of the year, and now and then
a forelgn prince makes a brief visit, and the
Osstle wakes up to something like the gay-
oty of old; but it is not ths same. Now
and then, too, the married sons and daugh-
ters come and fill the old house with their
children—fresh voioes, always cheerful,
with again and again & new Victorls, to re.
new the recolleotion of the others. I oan-
not tell you how many these children are;
already they have grown beyond counting
and maks s litile tribe in themselves, Bu
better than the stately towers of Windsor
the Queen loves Highland Balmoral, with
its Sootch.French turrets—this !¢ dear par-
adise,” ag she calls it, * where all has be.
some my desrest Alberl's own creation ;"
or Osborne, by the sea, where ** he delight-
ed in the song of birde."”

But our Castle, hospitable and [ealm in
its stately 01d age, does not resent even
this desertion. The trees rize round the
groy walls as green as ever; the mausic
peels as aweetly through Bt, George's; the
snn shines as’in its bright days, These
towers relgn in a tranguil, unbroken sover-
eignty over the broadrich couniry as far
a8 6y oan reach ; more proudly royal when

the grest standard floats from the Rodnd:

Power, yet never less than kingly ; as ins
sn embodiment of state and strength_and
beauty as ever was made in stone. How
many lives have dome and gone under
their shelter! How mauy tonching storles
of happiness and suffering, and love and
pity cling to the old walls, which are eo
muek older than most things; older than
steanuships and railways, and all the med:
ern discoveries whieh we are so proud
of; older than your Amerioa—nay, older
than Shakspeare and sil our posis! Eng-
1and kad no Hterature, and the great Re-
public of the West no existence, when the
oircls of the Keep first wore the English
flag to ehow that the king was there ; and
we shall all of ns be moldered into dust
and forgotten, befcre decay will be able to

aw away this almost evirlasting stone.—

v, Oliphant, St. Nicholas for Octobor.

The Morning and Evening fitar.

“ Fairest of stars, Iast in the train of night
It better thou belong nut to the dawn,
Bure pledge of day,that orown'st the smiling

morn
With thy bright clrolst, praise Him in tby
sphere.”
—MILTON,

All through the spring montis, and on.
ward to the end of June, the evening siar
shone brightly in the weat, slowly passing
downward along the track which the aun
hed followed. She had been growing
brighter sud brighter up to the end of
May, and for a week ot so longer, but then
she began to 1ose lustre, night after night.
She also drew nearer and nearer to the
aun’s place on the sky, so as to set sooner
and sooner after him. At last she was no
more seen. But if, during this September
and Ootober, and afterwards next
spring, you get np before suntise, you will
ses the morning star in the east, shining
vox;g brightly in Septémber, but gradually
with less and less splendor, until at length,
1ate in spring next year, it will be lost fo
view. This morning star is the same body
whioch before had shone in the evening.
It shines half the time as an evening slar,
and half the time asa morning star ; o, to
be more exact, 1onght to say that after
ahining for a long time as an evening siar,
and being lost-for & time from view, it
shines for just aslong & time as & morning
star, then “is again loat from view, then
shines for as Jong a time as before in the
evening, and so on oontinually. It also
changes its brightness all the time, in this
way:

For rather mors than eight months you
see it in the evening, getting brighter aud
brighter, slowly, for the first seven months,
and then getting fainter muehmore quick-
1y, until at 1ast you lose sight of it. In
about a fortnight you see it as & morning
star, getiing brighter and brighter &ﬁokly
duriug rather more than s monh, and
then getting slowly fainter and fainter dur.
ing seven monthy, after whioh it oan be no
more seen. So that it shines about eight
months as & morning star. After this it
remaing ont of sight for about two months,
and is then seon 8 an evening star.
oo it on ochanging from a morning o an

ng star, and from an evening starfo »

d | hardly beiter than

morniug  star ocontinually, and always
changing iu brighiness in the way just de.
govibed.

The star which shows thone siraugo
ohangea is enllod by astronomers Vonus,
and is tho most boauiilul of all the sinrs,
Venus was onlled the Planet of Love ; and
in old timos, whon men thonght that the
stars rule our forfunee, the rays of Venus
woro supposed to do a groat deal of good to
theso who wero born when sho was shining
brightly{; But in our time mon no longor
fanoy that boonuso a star locks beautiful
like Venus, it brings good luck ; or that bo
onuso o star looks dim and yellow, hike
Haturn, it brings bad fortune, They know
thst Venus is o globo like our own earth,
golng round the sun just as the oarth dooes,
Our oarth goon from Venus looks like
s star, just as Vonus looks like a atar to us.
And if thore are any oreatures living on
Vonus who can study tho staxs as wo do,
they Liave quite as muoh ros.con for think-
ing'that the globe on which we live bringe
thom good luck, as we have for thinking
that tneir globo brings us good luck.—Dro-

fessor Bichard A, Prooior, St Nioholas,

October.

Inteliigonco of Female Missions.

Extraot from a lotter written by Mies
Crouch, of tho Amorican Presbyterian
Board :—

You ask if I will write fo you about tha
different departments of our work, or 88
gome of tho othor sisters to do it. I talk-
od with Mrs. Happors and Misa Mattie
Noyes about it, and we thought it would be
nice for us each to take up our department
of tho work. You kuow, perhaps, that
since Miss Hattio Noyes left, her work bos
fallen into onr hands, Mrs. Happer hns
charge of thres day-sohools and her Bible-
woman ; Mies M. Noyes has oharge of two
day-sohools, and I have charge of two.
This, with mine, makes our eight day-
schools, Miss Mattie Noyes has oharge of
the gitle' boarding-sshool, while I have
obarge of the training-school for women ;
and we thought it would be well for Mra,
Happex to write about the day-schools, as
ghe has the most of that part of the work,
and also thought best for Miss Noyes and
me towrite about the depariments over
which we are placed.

These sobools, ten in all, are our work
and our working foree of three seems
rather weak, but, as dear Mre, Happer eays,
we will ¢ hold the fort ;" ¢ we ave sirong in
the Lord." Do not worry about us, With
your help, aud leaning_on the eovexlasting
Arm, we will go bravely on. But now for
the requixed letier.

The dear training.school is my chosen
work, Its great design isto train women
for toachiersand Bible-readers, but we often
iake them for a short time, when we do
not expeot them o besoma such helpers.
Indoed, they ave all iaken on trial, and if
they are good students, and give promise
of making good helpers, we keep them
until they are fitted for thelr work, I
have now in the school eight women, and
expeot $wo or ihres more next week.
Fleven is all that I .an take in our pre-
sent building, and with my present allow.
snca of funds. They have a Chiness
woman to teach them to read and write.
I Lear theix legson four days in ench week.
Those that are beirg ftted for Bible-
women study only our Christian books}
put thoss who think of tsnehing, study
the Chiness classios alao, Under the head'
of Christian books I mean the New Testa-
mont and tho Bible stories of the Old and
Now T estaments, Pilgrim's Progress, and
our diff erent question-books on the doe-
trine of salvation, and the Old and New
Testameonts.

T have & class wo mornings in the weel,
that take up a part of & ohapter, and ex.
plain it, or rather they do the bost they
oan, and then I do the best T oan to help
them out of their difficulties. They go
through the Goepels in regular orderin
this way ; they become familiar with the
1ife of our dear Baviour, THe worzen meet
with the girls of the boarding-school in the
chapel every morning for prayors, is8
Noyes and_ I meet them for morning

rayers, and always conduet the exercises,
gut in the evening they have prayers alone
in theit own schooi-rooms, These two
sohools, you know, ave in the same bulld.
ing—thoe girls upstairs and the women be-
low. They ail meet sgain on Sabbath and
Taesday afternoons for pruyer-mpoﬁnf.
On Friday they have prayer.meetiugs in
their ecparats sohool-rooms, which they
conduct, We give the women their food,
but they farnish their own clothing. One
sorvant doee the cooking for both schools.
Two women are sxpected to ooens  One
room. Their beds are the rogular 020
bed, consisting of two broad boards, rest-
ing on two little benohes, A bamboo mat
{s Iaid over thess boards, and with their
head resting on & wooden pillow with a
ma¢ pillow-case, they sesm to slecp just as
well a8 wo do on our softer beds. In
winter they have one large covering, like
our *¢ comfortables,” but the cotton in them
has & woven net work over it that keeps
the cotlon in ite place, and the outside is
pui onand taken off at pleasure, just like
apillow-oase. It makes it very convenient
agont washing. In warm weather they
use the outer covering alone, and put the
cotton aside.

The most of our women are widows, but
a fow are women that have never been
married, Most of them are from the
middle class in soclety. Msny of them
oan read and write quite well when they
come, and then tuey have only to etudy
the Christian books and learn the way of
salvation. Many of them are also deeply
interested in the way of salvation before
they come, and only need to learn the way
more perfectly to receive Christ as their
Saviour. Luoy A, Crovca,

Canton, China, April, 1876,

A pwarr Negroid people have been dis-
sovered in New Guines, who may be class-
ed with the Bushmen and Akka of Africa.

Bisxor WiLLIAMs, the missionary bishop
of the Proteatant Episoopal Chureh in
Japan, is devoting two-thirds of his own
siaall incoms to carry on the mimion work,
and he lives in a poor little Japanese house,
» hut, which is the beat
ke oould buy, sud this insignificant dwelling
is oburch and school-house, . -

Savlly Sclomy Tencher,

LEASON XL.
STEPHEN'S DEFENGE,

Qot 1
157, ' }

{ A?t‘toﬂl

CosnT To MEMORY V8, 1-5,

PanaLLes Passaars,—Gon, xif, 1-8; Ex,

Seriprure READIRGS.~With v. 1, com-
pare Matt, xxvl, 02; with vs, 2-4, read
Hob. xi, 8; with v. 5, rond Gon, xvii. 8,
with v. 6, 7, vond Bx. dil. 12; with v. 8,
vead Gon, xvii. 10,11; with v. 0, read
Gon, xxxvil, 47, 28; with v, 10, vead Gen.

, 903 with v, 11-14, road Gen. xlii. 2
with va, 16-19, road Ix. i, 8-11,

GorpEN TExT.~Whoso are-tho fathers,
and of whom, a8 concsrning the flesh
Obrist oame, who is_ovor ali, God bleseed
for over. Amen.~Rom. ix, 5,

CrxtRaL TruTi.—*The Lord sont re-
domption unto his people.”

Wo now rosume Now Testament studios.
Tho history is in two parts, that of Christ
in tho Gospols, and that of tho apostolic
churoh, contained in a conneoted form in
thia book (* The Acts ™), and illustrated by
many allusions in an unconncoted form in
the Lipistles.

Vo have reached the point whoro other
defendors of the truth are raised up to ex-
tond tho work of tho apostles (Stephen’s
history should be recalled from leason on
Aots vi.), and to-day wo havo to examine a
most important spoech made in defence of
Christianity, and which the martyr) witness
bearer) was not allowed to finish,

The charge againet Stophen, and with
him against the new doctrine, is that of
changing (Acts vi. 14), *the customs.”
One of two answers would bo sufficient.
Either it might be replied, * Wo do not
change,” or it might be alleged, ** Yes, and
change was always intended by {the Loxd.”
This lattor is Stephen's plea, and is sup-

orted by s lengthened abstract of Jewish
istory as his Learers roceived it

Atthispoint the pupils ought to be shown,

{a) How ocomplete is the defereuce of
tho early Chrlistians to the Old Testament ;

(b? How they tako it, not as parable, but
as simple history ;

(¢) How the Boriplures were in use
among the Hebrews in the Greek transla-
tion, and how a translation into the langr.
age of the people isthus sanctioned by the
Holy Ghoat.  Stephen uses this Greek
translation, known as the Soptuagint, from
the Buﬁaoaed number (soventy) engaged in
preparing if.

{d) The manner of Btephen was inoffen.
slve. Thereis no insolence, or ocontempt,
whioch never advance s good csuse. He
begins respectiully to the High Priest (v.1),
who presided as chief magistrate, and pat
the question fo the prisoner (a8 in John
xvili, 19), with “Men, brethren, and fath.
ors,”  Poter used the two words (Acts ii.
29), and Stophen adds the third in veference
to the judges, as does Paul (Aots xxii, 1),
He atks a patient ¢ hearing " (see Acts
xiif, 16). o means to show that the his
tory of the Churoh of God has been one
of change made at the divine command,

‘We may note the steps.

1. ABBAHAM'S CALL

from Mesopotemin (the region belwecen
the rivers Tigris and Euphrates), his native
country, sfterwards more precisely renew-
ed. Itcame from the **God of Glory”
(a¢e Ex, xxiv. 16). Ho uses the phrase to
show how little thought he has of blas.
ghoming Moses. tephen quotes the
sptusgint of Gexn.xii. 1, in v. 8, of which
the real meaning implies great faith in
Abraham, ¢ Comeunto whatever land I
shall show thee,” He moved according to
intimation from God af ¢the time.

See Illuctration, Terak's Age, p. 166.

The argument on thisis in v. 5, ¢ You
blame ns for change, asif this whole sya.
tem had been from the begiuning! Why,
no. Instead of this Iand, temple, service,
and priesthood being all fixed from the call,
Abraham did no! have even a foot of land,
only a promise to his seed, and that when
hie was childless.”

V. 6 strengthensthispoint, There were
other ohanges—his seed sojourning in a
1and not their own, being enslaved and_ill-
used for a period In round numbers of four
 hundrod years—which includes the whole

oriod (1t was axactly 480 years) of thelr
oing shut out of Canasn, So Josephus
and the oldest versions read (Ex.xil. 49,

l)a

81111 another changs in v, 7—the enslav-
ing nation punished and the people set free
to serve God in Canaan,. this is quot-
od, (“said God,”") a8 in Aots il. 17,

{V. 8 Still another change—the setiing
u‘p of eiroumcision, as a sign in the flesh
of the Etriucha that they belonged to
God. d mark, as Paul does, Abraham
was oalled aud accepted befors he was oir-
cumoised (Rom. iv. 10-12). It ecannot
therefore be essential to pardon and faver
with God. * Gave " jmplies authority—
gave to be kept. _Under this covenant all
the patriarehs lived, though Abrabam was
not under it when he was ealled.

11, THE GOING DOWN INTO EGYPT.

V. 9 introdnces another changa—Joseph
sold in envy. is is = néw line, not 8o
much dwelt on As suggested, Patrisrchs
envied—as did their obildren ; and they eold
Joseph, as Jasus was sold. Stoplien means
to suggest that the Hebrews now iu rejeot-
ing Jesus were travelling over the same
line as their fathers; at the same time he
specifios one more step. They s0ld him
and Ishmaslites bronght bim into Egypt
{Gen, xxxvil. 8), *“But God was with
him,” as with Jesus, to turn the envious re-
jeotion into honor.

V. 10 expandathisidea, Sesthe history
of Joseph in proof.

Vs. 11-16 records the steps by which
Joseph's reruoval to Egypt led tothe whole
tamily going thither, as we have tho nar.
rative at length in the closing ohapters of
Genesie. There was a fawine in Egypt—
all too common in lands often without rain
—and starvation threatened the patriarche.
Jaood heard the '* ¢orn "—a general name
for grain, here being wheat—in Egypt, and
gent his sons once and again, the second
visit issuing in & recognition of Joseph's
brethren, thelr iniroduction to Pharaoh
{v» 18), snd (v, 1) the migration of Jacob
and all his kindred into Egypt, where he
and they dled (v. 15), and were buried, he
in Maohpelah (Gon, 1. 18), the patriarols in

Shecbem (Joshua xxlv, 83},

Aa to the diffeuliy—* which Abrahaw,”
whon it was Jaoob that bought from the
Shochomites (Gen, xxxiit, 19}, it is_oaslost
and most freo of diflienlty to regard it ne &
conciso and general alluslon, well enongh
undoretood by the bearers, to both purehas-
org—* whioh Abrabam (and Jacob) bought
of the sons of (Heth and) Emmor.” (Boo
Aloxandor,)

ille TAE PRLLARATION FOR MISFE.

One more stop—as the timo for fulfilling
ilio promise or eath (Gon, xxil, 17) drow
nigh, tho Lord’s blessivg prospered and in.
oreased tho poople, so that when u new
king, roigning family, probably, eamo to
the throne, ignorant of Josaph’s sorvices
and the history of tho Hcehrew settloment
in the land, their growing numbers raised
fonr and provoled steps from ropressing
and enslaving them,

So far was this atrocious cruclty oarried
that tho young childron wero cast out to
dio. Tho lnnguago of Stophon leaves it an
opon question whether this came from the
despair of tho parents or the barbarily of
their oppressers. We know tho fucts from
Exodns, But it is known that oppression
ond migery in all lands deadon tho parentul
inatinet, and mothors to wham lifo is a
purden feel littlo compunction in sparing
its misozios to the ohildren, For continned
lifo itself, what multitudes nro indobted to
Christian civilization

Tho aim of Stophen in recalling and so
arranging these facts, scems to bave been
to show that through inanifold and most
startling ohangos God had atroad fulfilled
His plang, and no surpriso necd be folt if
Fet other changos were a part of that plan.
That now things wore boing introdaced by
tho apostlos was no proof of their beiug
bad or contrary to the divine will. What
now, strange snd unlooked-for things he
had alroady done !

Learn:

(1) The place and value of Old Testa.
ment History. e should be at pains to
know it. Defences of the New Testament
doctrinerest upon it. Ho is better filted to
defend tHe truth who is most mighty in the
Soriptures.

2) Tl‘ze myatery of providence. It re.
quires time, often long time, to unfold its
purposes.  Ohristians have to wait. But
t&my wait not in vain. “God moves,”
[ 1Y

SUGGESTIVE TOPICS.

Stephen—his charaster—office—abili
—guemies—the tono of his defence—style
of address—nature of argument founded
on what—the book quoted—why—the
lessons from uss of Greek Soriptures—
changes dwelt upon—iruths suggested
though not uttorod—the lessons to us.

LESSON XLI

QOat. 8,
1876,

}  stepnens perence.  { Agi%S
CoxMiT To MEMORY vd. 47-50.
PARALLEL Passaors.—Deut. xviif, 16-18;

Josh iii. 14
ScrirTure Reapixes.~—Wilh vs. 85, 86,

read Ex. xiv, 10; with va. 87, 88, read Isa.

1xiil, 95 with va. 89, 40, read Ex. xxxil. 1.

4; with vs, 42, 48, read Amos v. 26, 20; with

v. 44, read Heb, vill. 5; with v. 45, xead

Ps. xliv. 2; with v. 40, read 1 Kinge vili,

17 ; with v. 47, read 1 Kings vi. 1; with vs.

48-50, read 1 Kings vili. 27,

GorpeN Texr.—Lo, I come fo do thy
will, O God., He taketh away the first,
that Ho mny establish the eecond.—Heb.

Cexrrar Trurn,—~*The law is a shadow
of good things to come.”

When we remember the situation in
which Stephen stood, wo can the betier see
the point of the argument which the rage
and malios of his perseoutors out short.
That it was a telling argument, apd that its
force was folt, is best proved by the opposi-
tion it provoked, It could only be met
with violence,

Having stated at length the preparation
aud cave of Moses, and ths declared divine
willin reference to the people, he procoeds, as
afollower and preacher of that Jesns whom
they kad rejected, to exhibit the parallel
puraued by their fathers.

We shall gee the meaning as we follow
the several verses.

(V. 85.) Moses is emphazised by *this."”
Ho whom God ohosed they refused, One
man spoke the common thought, He was
s speoimen of the rest. His aims were
ggsned by Moses, sud 80 he questions

oses’ claims. But for all that, God had
sent him for & “ruler and doliverer,” or
redeemer—a word well fitted to suggest the
resemblance to their treatment of the Christ,

They would not let Moses judge in a single

oase. God made him by the angel's com-

miesion and presence a national redeemer.

(V. 86.) Toe REDEMPTION—A type of
resouo from sin, by thelsame Moses, whote
is divided into three memorable periods of
forty years each { v, 23 and v. 80), the third
of which is given to leading the seople.
The redemption oams by wonders and sigus,
whioch attested his divine commis-ion
(Chriet’s mirscles no less did so0), and led
to, accompanied, and followed the deliver.
suce of the people from Egypt. The de.
strnotion of the Egyptian army in the Red
Sen (a wellknown and general name of
which the origin is obsoure, for the gulf
across a northern arm of whioh tho Hebrews
passed, at & spot to which tradition has
given the name, * Sea of Destruction”) 18
paturally mentioned as a most improssive
jndgmeut. Round numbers are employed
to describe the wanderings in the wilder-
ness, whiol ocontinued thirty-eight years
(Deut. ii, 14), But Stephen is not pecu.
Yiar iu this {sse Numb, xiv. 38, for example).

(V. 87.) Already ono of Moses’ words
bad been in the controveray botween the
disciples and the Jews SAots iif, 92). Moses
did not regard himself as the end, but a
moans towards it. He was tc prepars for
another “like him,” in coming from the
people; “like bim,"” in revealing divine
truth; “like bim,” in belng Gods iustru-
ment of deliverance ; and *like him" in his
claims to he heard, as from God, In His
prophetio work, Christ extends and contin-
nes the work of Mones. In Hie priestly
wor k He is set forth by Asron.

They oould see for themselves whether
they had heard “this propliet” or not.
They could now judge, , whether they
or ke most truly blasphemed Moses (Aots

0 .

it

—

Va. 89, 40, show tho dilferont estimate
put ou Moses by Gad, and by tho slow and
unbolloving Israoclites, Qodinade hum the
moans of communifoating Mis mind to the
pooplo ; by him gavo thoe lively (life-giving)
ornoles, and sent XIis angol with him. 'The
paople, on tho othor haud, wore stiff-nock-
od and robellious, constantly grioving his
8pirit, and at langth actually disearding his
lendorship, at tho tirae when God was put-
ting on him the highost hunor, How ll’iko
all this to tho {reatmont Jeans recofved at
the hands of the Hobrows, Whom tho
Fathor honored thoy took aud slow!

Tho particular instanco of npostacy men-
tioned is in (v. 40); {urning {o the ways of
Egy;])t—-idolntrons ways, 'They wiehed for
visiblo gods to load them, not indeed to
Lgypt (though they did countomplate that
atop, Namb, xiv. 4}, but on their way, al.
though tho God who lod them till now counld
not bo trusted, and as for Moses, they did
not krow what had become of him, “*wot not”
{o}d English). The nucieut Hgyptirus and
the Greoks oarried sacrod sy mbols boforo
their armios.

V. 41 spevifios the form their sin tools.
Man must have asupernatural Inader, and ho
inveuts but little. 'Tho winged bulls of the
Enst are now woll known. Thoy wore
worshippod as reprosonting nature, and in
o later time .woro copied by Jercboam (1
Kings xii. 28). Tho ox is a symbol indeod
of strongth and Iabor, and it {s the dovil's
way oo to copy Gods ways a8 to carionture
thom and dishonor Him, *

Their symbol was an idol-roceived wor-
ship and eacrifice. It was & mere croature,
their orenture, yet thoy rejoiced in it, and
sacrificed to it, And this was a type of
their way, s specimen of their terper.

V. 42 describes the result.
turned to bo their enemy.” !They were
joined to their idols, and he let them alone.”
This statoment and the quotation “from
the book of tho prophotsa™ (the minor
prophets are sometimes so desoribed, so
are the prophets as a whole), implying
(ses Amos v. 25-27) that much evil mingled
with tho sacrifices of the wilderness, both
in tho objects regarded, tho aims of the
worshippers, and the want of & single eye
to_God. Tho question is a bitter tnunt,
«YWas it to me, forsooth, or to the host of
heaven, and the work of your hands, yeo
offored during those forly years 2"

St. lluetration, Idolatrous Worship, p.

50.

V. 44 has apparently a double bearing,
(1) There was no excuse for the idolatry of
Israel. Thoy had been provided by God's
direotion to Motres with fltting means of
grace in the tabermacle with iis * holy
place,” and its * most holy,” where God
promised to meet with them,

But (2) the tabernacls was a new institu.
tion, unknown to the patriavchs, and not
permanent, but allowed to give place to
something else, whish ho afterwards de-
goribes. 1t is apartof the same argument,
or defence rather—another evidence that
ohange was not necessarily to he con.
demned,

For (v. 46) when our fathers oame fo
Canaan with Joshua, of whieh the Greek
form Jesus is here used, they brought the
{abarnsacle into the territory of the Gentiles,
which they ocoupied. This reference to
the territory introduces the iden that the
did not all at once acquire the entire Jand.
Not untll David’s time was it secured, and
during all this time God abode with the
people in s movable tent, and then an.
other chango was contemplated, and with.
out any blame.

For (va. 46, 47) he (David) found favor,
was noceptable before God, and sought
loave to build (not a tabernacle, as opposed
{0 a house) a fixed akode for the Lord, If
it nad been of such trsnscendent import.
ance as is supposed by yon (Stephen seems
to eay, though be does not put it in form),
strange that David was not permitted to
build it, but it was the work of Solomon.

Nor (va, 48, 49) is it of transcondent and
necessary value. God does not dwell in
tsmples made with hands, There isno in-
herent saoredness in thea. The forms of
His service are by no means immutable,
Solomon owned t (1 Kings vill, 27).
#The very man who built the temple did
not estimate it as youdo.” Then comes &
quotation from Iss. lxvi. 1, 2, which follows
nup and corroborates the language of Solo-
mon. The whole passage admirably suils
and confrms Stephen'sargument, A fem-
ple was not needful. It has no inhoreut
saoredness. It is not an infernal fixture.
1t may give place to something else. God
intimates that it will be so; that He will
dwell in and with each irue servant, that
Ho will discard these very rites, and treat
them as idolatrous, for (v. 50) nothing ma-
terial can be of so much value in His holy
eyes as the work of His 8pirit iaan imraor.
{al soul.

We have {aken pains to bring out the
srgument, and instead of indicating refleo-
tions, we shall enlarge & little the number of

SUGGESTIVE TOPICS,

The time of Moses—the condition of the
people—the preparation of the prophet—
the periods of hiis life—his call of God—his
reception by the people—his treatment by
God—honor put on him—Lis treatment by
the people—likenees to Christ's xejection—
his prediction of Christ—how * like me''—
the sin of Israel—how shown—how ocon-
tinned—how punished—ihe tabernacle~its
displacerent —its suscessor —built by
whom—Solomon's views of the temple—
{ﬁaiub’s—md the plea of Siephen founded

ereon.

God's Family Mark. N

Thanks be to God that we pass not
through this world as if belonging fo it.
If branciies of the Living Vine, we need
pruving and cutting; if vessels meet for
the Master's nse, cleansing and purifying ;
if followers of the lowly Jesus, humbling
and oasting down; andif heirs of heaven,
we need muoch {ribulation before our robes
aro made white, and we oan appear before
the throne of the Lamb, Let us then re.
joice when the chastening hand of love is
upon us, sud pray earnesily ihat no affiio.
tion may be lost, but that each sorrow mway
Teave its lesson npon the heart, wesning.us
from earth, eduoating us for heaven,
 Whom the Lord i1oveth he chasteneth,
and scourgeth every son whom he res
osiveth,” Who then would wish fo pass
through life without {his token of & Fath-
or's love ?

““Ho wad.
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