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avocations, and wholly unconscious of any nalady, he had disease of the heart, of wvhich he had pre-
who, if auscultated, would be found to have organie viously had in suspsici,, having no ailmients
disease of the heart. in a certain proportion of referrihle to that organ, and, indeed, considering
these persons the existence of cardiac disease will himsîself perfectly vell. He becane at once a med-
hereafter be manifested by symptonis and norhid ical curiosity, and lie had been exanined by many
effects ; soie may at length fdie from the disease, 1 physicians. The cssœ exemplified the fact that the
but in not a few, even if life continue for mnany diagncsis of a cardiac Iesion is sonetimes a mis-
years, the only evidence of the disease will be, as fortune. The masan led no peace of minsd after the
now, the presence of one or more of the cardiac discovery of the mnurmur. He relinquished his

umnaurs, and death will be caused by soue affec- business, and caie to this country for mnedicl
tion whicl bas no connection with the lesions exist- upinions. The lesion, as regards present inport-
ing in the heart. Il cases of innocuous lesions ance, was innocuous ; and had lie renaincd igno'
the harm of physical diagnosis is somietimues appar- ent of iti existence, he would not only have been
ent. Let the simple statenient be made authori- cntented and confortable, but his condition would
tatively to one having an innocols losion that lie probably have been more favorable for the preser-
has an organie diseasse of the heart, ani lie wriU be vation of health.
likely to look upon biniself as dooned. if le be It follows, fromt what las been said, that, with
a timid, nervous man, lie lias received a moral reference to prognosis, it is important tu go further
blow fromi which he does not recover. He sees a diagnosis than t
sword suspended over hii. He is under sentence m t etenefoni t easenof

of death. Not only is ho hurt as regards his com- the ieart. If we except the accident ocf embolis,
fort and happiness, but the depressing effect of the eIw-c are warranted in saving that, as a ruie, in case
diagnosis, and the altered habits of life to whici it oi valvular lesions giving rise to murmurs, wha-
msay lead, somietines contribute to impair health, vre their alit t

andten, prhas, o, horen ife 1ever b hi uttîiber, ilite sity, aînd î1uaity, there
an, tend, perhaps, te shorten life. is no danger, cither immîtediate or near at band, se

I would not for an instant have it suppcsed that long as the heart is not enlarged ; for clinicai ob-
1 niean to disparage physical diaguosis. I wisis servation shows that, in general, valvitlar lesions
onily tu vlace in a strong liglt the importance of enlargement of the heart before ieading to

n ~~~~~cause iLgeenoftehatbfr etn a
going further thian to the fact (if the existence of more remote effects which involve distress and
organic disease of the ieart. lI other words, I jeopardize life. Moreover, clinical bservation
wçould prepare the way for saying that, with refer- jhowstat in mo eer li cen obseatS110\s tisa ili msot e aseusxgcxxxet (À thse iseait
once to the prognosis, more information thau the is produced ly valvular lesions slowly, the ulterior
ilurniurs cau furnisli is inditî5 ,enabie. What lias ion liyly tvaltiir

just bee said cncerning tise osag-e)htiued in- effects b ig, of course, proportionately distant.
jus ben sid oncrnig te lng-ontuedm-1 would remiark,, in this connection, that, in order

nocuousness of cardiac lesions, I nay add, is war- toud of the imotof organi a, ide

ranted by my own observations. I have records
from enlargement of the heart, the heart-sound

of cases in which orgaitie endocardial murmutirs ex-

isted from ten to thirty years ago, the persons now usaim more ttet . tr tin hat te iC
- - .. usually given to themi. It is certam that the aortic

living, and exempt from aihnents referrible to is-
ease of thse beart. and the pulionic second sound can genciafly bO

[tse oithehet. without tihe lessons of clinicl interrogated separately by auscultation ; and I

experience, to appreciate the fact that the intensity believe this statement may aise be made witii
respect to the mitral and the tricuspid valvulr

and quality cf ieart-murmurs are not f muchs elenient of the first sound. The absence of any
accounst in·judging of the importance cf valvular abnornal modifications of these several componentî
lesions. A murmur very loud, notably rougi or of the two souînds of the heart is an importan t
musical, it would seen, should denotegraverlesions point in jndging of the innocuousness of valvla
than one which is feeble, soft, amid blowing. Ex- pointhe eiste o ch iseveal ttW
perience, however, shows that it is not so. A

1presence of murmiur.
striking illustration of this fact camne under my .u.
observation some time since. A gentleman frein The compensatory and conservative provisiOnt

Cuba consulted mie for disease of the heart. He which are strikingly nanifested in the diseases ýÇ

had a musical murmur loud enough to be heard the heart, possess much interest and importance.ý

with the ear removed some inches from the chest. connection with the subject under considerati -

The. sound had attracted his attention, and this I have just said that valvular lesions, as a rG!eý

firat led him to see a physician. He was told that are without dange- il the heart be not enilarge


