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Russians. Ouly one-half got through alive, and among them
our hero. Have you ever heard of Surgeon Landon, who was
shot through the spine while attending to the wounded on
Majuba Hill? His legs were paralyzed, but he caused himself
to be propped up, and.continued his merciful work until his
strength ebbed away. You may recall the more recent case of
Surgeon-Captain Whitchurch, who gained the Victoria Cross at
the siege of Chitral for the most determined courage in saving
the Jife of Major Baird.

“There died a short time ago a certain Surgeon-General
Reade, C.B, V.C. During the siege of Delhi, while attending to
the wounded at the end of one of the streets of the city, a party
of rebels advanced from the direction of the bank, and havin
established themselves in the houses of the street, commence
firing from the roofs. The wounded were thus in very great
danger, and would have fallen into the hands of the enemy had
not Surgeon Reade drawn his sword, and calling on a few men
near him to follow, succecded, vnder a very heavy fire, in
dislodging the rebels from their position. Surgeon Reade’s
party consisted of ten in all, of whom two were killed and six
wounded.”* Surgeon Reade was a Canadian, and one of the
two sons of a colonel in the wmilitia, both of whom greatly
distinguished themselves. I might add that of 118 wearers of
the Victoria Cross fourteen are surgeons, nearly 12 per cent. of
the whole number, or 93 per cent. of all the officers of the
army, a record of which we may be justly proud.

Knowing the brilliant and meritorious services of army
medical officers it gives one a shock to learn that it was only
after many failures, many strugglesand much heart-burning,
after a prolonged period of unjust treatment, which, to the
colonial mind is incomprehensible, that the medical service of
the Imperial army has reached the present point of high
efficiency and excellent organization—a state of things largely
due to the tenacity with which the leaders in the struggle have
stuck to the text, and the cordial and active support which
they have received from the medical profession throughout the
empire, chiefly through the medium of the British Medical
Association. We, in Canada, have all the advantage which
comes from the experience of others without the trials and
anxieties which attend the gaining of experience, and I am
happy to think that nothing but the best of fecling has always
existed between the different branches of the service. No
better proof of this can be adduced than that we have as the
rvesponsible Minister of Militia and Defence, an able, open-
minded and progressive medical officer, Surgeon Lieut.-Colonel
the Hon. F. W. Borden, M.P., who has the very great advantage

*Banks. *“ The Surgeon of Old in War.”



