
ACUTE PANCRE ATITIS.

In ail acute infectious diseases the parenchyma or the pan-
creas, as of other giands, may be more or less afiected by
changes embraced under the naime of cloudy .swelling, which
are supposed to be the initial stages of parenchymatous infiam-
Imation. Ii the chass of cases under consideration at present,
however, the changes are much more marked, and the inter-
stitial processes are, no doubt, a large part of aIll instances of
"genuine acute Iuanicreatitis."

With regard to causation, acute pancreattis is said to result
in many cases from an "extension of a gastro-duodenal infian-
mation along the pancreatic duct." It imay also depend upon
iemorrhage, or be the cause or hemorrhage. In the following
case the hemorrhage evidently accompanied or resulted from
the inflammation, and did not cause it. No inflammatory pro-
cess coulid be traced from the duodenmn.

One of the most interesting, and at the samne time difficult,
probleins in thîese cases is that of the accompanving fat necroses.
Bacteria have been fond in niid around the necrotic patelies hy
Chiari, and, as vill be scen further on, the reporters of this
case have also to speak or Inicro-organisis scen: but it is ex-
tremely doubtful whether these are more than accidental con-
taininations of the tissue. No proof can be offIred of a causal
relationship.

Baiser conciluded from examination of several cases of various
diseases in -which fat necroses existed along with other morbid
conditions, that an excessi.e growlh of fat celis may canse deatl
of fat and be associated with hemorrhage, either the necrosis or
hemorrhage causincr the death of the patient. Such an explana-
tion can be of no eflect in the case we are to report., since the
amount of fat present was by no means excessive in any part
of the body, and, moreover, Virchow thought that the changes
spIoken of by BaIser as fat necroses were merely cadaveric, as
proven yi the absence of any vital reaction ln their neigh-

borhood.
Robert Langshans, of Berlin. in a contribution to ti esis-

e/rift, dedicated to Virchow in honor of bis seventieth birth-
day, describes a series of experiments made by him upon dogs
anmd rabbits with tie object of determining whether or not fer-
ments derived from the pancreas itself couild give rise to fat
necroses. His procedure in conducting these experimnents was
quite simple, consisting in the injection inhto adipoe tissue in
the animais used of a w'atery solition of pancreas rubbed up in
a umortar with fine glass. The resulits of twel've such experi-
ments are tabuiated, and in one only ýa rabbit being the animal
used) was any satisfactory conclusion reached. In this case fat
necrosis, similar to that seen in cases of pancreatitis, was
observed md fully described. Langshans has sincendertaken
a new series or experimnents in the hope of confirming anmd con-


