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ACUTE PANCREATITIS. 6Y

In all acute infectious diseases the parvenchyma of the pan-
creas, as of other glands, may be more or less affected by
changes embraced under the name of cloudy swelling, which
are supposed to be the initial stages of parenchymatous infiam-
mation. In the class of cases under consideration at present,
however, the changes are mueh more marked, and the inter-
stitial processes are, no doubt, a large part of all instances of
* genuine acute pancreatitis.”

With regard to causation, acute pancreatitis is said to vesult
in many cases from an “extension of a gastro-duodenal inflam-
mation along the pancreatic duct.” It may also depend upon
hemorrhage, or be the cause of hemorrbage. In the following
case the hemcrrhage evidently accompanied or resulted from
the inflammation, and did not cause it. No inflammatory pro-
cess could be traced from the duodenum.

One of the most interesting, and at the same time difficuls,
problems in these cases is that of the accompanying fat necroses.
Bacteria have been found in and around the necrotic patches hy
Chiari, and, as will be scen further on, the veporters of this
case have also to speak of miero-organisms scen: but it is ex-
tremely doubtful whether these are more than accidental con-
taminations of the tissue. No proof can be offered of a caunsal
velationship.

Balser concluded from examination of several cases of various
discases in which fat neeroses existed along with other morbid
conditions, that an excessive growth of fat cells may cause death
of fat and be associated with hemorrhage, either the necrosis or
hemorrhage causing the death of the patient. Such an explana-
tion can be of no effect in the case we are to report, since the
amount of fat present was by no means excessive in any part
of the body, and, moreover, Virchow thought that the changes
spoken of by Balser as fat necroses were merely cadaverie, as
proven by the absence of any vital reaction n their neigh-
borhood.

Robert Langshans, of Berlin, in a contribution to the Fesis-
chrift, dedicated to Virchow in honor of his seventieth birth-
day, describes a series of experiments made by him upon dogs
and rabbits with the object of determining whether or not fer-
ments derived from the pancreas itselt could give rise to fat
necroses.  Jis procedure in conducting these experiments was
quite simple, consisting in the injection into adipese Hissee in
the animals used of a watery solution of pancreas rubbed up in
amortar with fine glass. The results of fwelve such experi-
ments are tabulated, and in one only (a rabbit being the animal
used) was any satisfactory conclusion veached. In thiscase fat
neerosis, similar to that scen in cases of pancreatitis, was
observed aund fully deseribed. TLangshans has since undertaken
a new seriesol experiments n the hope of confirming and con-



